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NOTES TO TEACHERS
Thank you so much for purchasing and downloading these 
differentiated readings.  These were created to support 
teachers who have students at a variety of levels in their 
classroom.  

To differentiate between the different levels the sentence 
structure and word choice increase or decrease to meet the 
needs of each reading level.  See the chart on the next page 
to identify the reading band for each text.  

These texts can be used for a variety of purposes.  
• Used for guided reading time with the teacher.  The teacher 

plans the lesson once and then can use the same story 
written at multiple levels.  This allows you to teach once and 
then implement with most of the students in your classroom.   

• Used for independent reading.  Students can read the 
version of the text that best matches their independent 
reading level then complete whatever activity the teachers 
chooses to meet each classroom learning goals.   

• Partner reading to a whole class discussion.  Since the stories 
are the same between the versions.  You can have partners 
with the same level read it together then discuss this as a 
whole group.  

Specific lesson plans are not included in this resource to allow 
teachers to integrate into their own plans as needed.  	

However these readings form the guided reading component of 
my Ignited Literacy series.  Within that program there are lesson 
that correspond with each reading along with all of your other 
activities that may be needed to support your language arts 

program.  



Reading Conversion Chart

IL 
Level AGE Grad

e DRA F&P Lexile

AA 
2.3-4.0 8-9** 2-3 24-30 L-M 400-550

A 
3.0-4.0 8-9 3-4 30-44 N-Q 550-770

B 
4.0-5.5 8-9 4-5 40-50 Q-T 770-850

* There is some overlap in the levels due to the topic of the text and needed complexity of academic 
vocabulary 

* Age range also reflects the maturity level of the student.

For each reading provided there are three versions.  
The three versions represent three different levels.  
Each text is colour coded and the specific label is 

identified by both colour and letter

Level 
AA

This level is designed for students reading 
below the grade 3 reading level. 

Level 
A

This level is for students that are in grades 3 
and 4.  The reading use simpler sentences and 
less complex words. 

Level 
B

This level is for students that are reading at a 
grade 4-5 grade level.  These passages have a 
both simple and complex sentence structure 
with vocabulary words appropriate for 
students at this level. 



How To:
How to structure your guided reading groups

1
Assess students reading level using a standardized reading assessment 
such as DRA or CASI.  You can also informally assess the students reading 
level by having them read one of the three sample texts and based on 
their fluency, decoding and comprehension skills.

2
Group students into guided reading groups based on their reading levels.  
You should aim to have four to five groups with 5-6 students per guided 
reading group.  

3

Create a schedule in your language arts class which groups you will meet 
with on what days.  Schedule yourself time each day to meet with at least 
one guided reading group. You also may want to give students the guided 
reading text prior to the guided reading time so they have a chance to 
pre-read it.  This may save time with your group if you need to spend more 
time focusing on comprehension. 

4

Preview the Text - Teacher Planning	
Read the text prior to the week beginning.  Based on your current focus or 
learning goal in writing or reading determine which comprehension and 
meaning strategies you want to focus on for this text.  Highlight your text 
and make notes in your blank lesson plan template. Determine questions 
that assess literal and critical thinking questions.  (see chart on next page)

5
Getting Started - Activating Knowledge/Make Predictions	
Introduce the text and ask students to read the first paragraph to 
themselves in a whisper voice.  Once they are done reading ask them to 
make a prediction about what they think the rest of the story will be about. 

6
Reading Check Ins - Listen to Reading	
Ask the students to continue to read the text in a whisper voice.  Lean into 
one student and signal to them that you want them to read slightly louder 
than a whisper voice.  Record your observations of their reading skills 
(fluency, decoding) on the recording page. 

7
After Reading - Comprehension	
Ask student to identify their understanding of the text. Use the learning 
goals and the questions that you preplanned to ask students.   
Eg. Main Idea: Who is the main character, what is the problem, what is this 
story mostly about. 

8 Assessment	
Make notes on each student in relation to their reading behaviour.  



Questioning Stems
LEVEL COMPREHENSION 

STRATEGIES QUESTION STEMS

Remember	
recall of facts 

and details

• name 
• list 
• definitions 
• order 
• retell

• Who is _____? 
• Where does the story take place? 
• Why did _______? 
• List the _____ in order 
• How did ____ happen? 
• Who said _____? 
• Define the word _____?

Understand	
explain ideas 
and concepts

• main idea 
• classifying 
• comparing 
• Inferring

• Can you describe the main character? 
• What was the main idea? 
• What inference can you make 
• Can you compare ____ to _____? 
• Describe what happens before/after (text event)? 
• Can you paraphrase this paragraph? 
• What facts or ideas support/show ____?

Apply	
Focus on the 

parts and how 
they contribute 

to the whole

• Connections 
• Compare to real 

life 

• What connections can you make? 
• How would you change____? 
• How would you solve ___? 
• How could you apply what you have learned to ___? 
• Imagine this character in another story what would 

happen? 
• What questions would you ask the character/author in an 

interview?

Analyze	
Look at the 

whole text and 
draw 

conclusions

• Drawing 
conclusions 

• Identifying 
themes 

• Compare and 
contrast 

• Summarize 
• Point of View

• Which events are most important? 
• How does the _____ help you to? 
• How would this event be different if we looked at it form 

someone else’s perspective 
• If you were the character how would you have reacted to 

this event? 
• How is ____ related to _____? 
• Select the parts of the story that are the saddest/funniest

Evaluate	
make 

judgements 
based on 

criteria

• identify opinion 
• critique 
• using evidence 

and 

• How would you improve? 
• What conclusions can you draw about ___? 
• How would you rate this text and why? 
• Which character would you like to be friends with 
• Would it be better if 
• What is your opinion of

Create	
Take the 

information 
and use it in 

another 
context.

• make 
• produce 
• create 
• perform

• How could you use what you have read to create 
something new? 

• Plan a short lesson to share your knowledge with someone.  
• Could you tell this in a different way 
• What would be a better title for the story/article?



Guided Reading PLAN

Guided Reading Guide

Getting Started: 	
Activating 
Knowledge and 
Make Predictions

Literal 
Comprehension	
Do students 
understand main 
idea and details 
of the story

Extending 
Understanding:	
Analyze, 
Evaluate or 
create

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l l s
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting



G u i d e d  R e a d i n g
text-based assessment tool

Guided Reading Group 1 2 3 4 5 6

Weekly Guided Reading Text ___________________________________
T a r g e t e d  S k i l l s

A - Reading for  
meaning

B - Understanding form 
and style C - Reading with fluency D - Reflecting

Purpose 
Comprehension strategy 
___________________ 
Analyzing 
Responding to texts 
Point of view

Text forms 
Text patterns 
Text features 
Style

Reading familiar words 
Reading unfamiliar 
words 
Reading fluently

Metacognition 
Interconnected skills 
Goal setting

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 



December Guided  
Reading Texts

A - Grade 3 to 4

B - Grade 4 to 5

AA - Grade 2-3



Week #1
Safa’s Celebrations
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Safa’s Celebrations
An Interview to Learn about 

Muslim Celebrations 

1

Leo: Hello, Safa. Thank you so much for letting me interview you today. 
  
Safa: My pleasure. I’m always happy to share information about my 
culture. 
  
Leo: You have a celebration coming up soon, right? 
  
Safa: Why yes. I am a Muslim. Soon, it will be Milad an-Nabi, also called 
Mawlid an-Nabi. This means “the birthday of the Holy Prophet.” In Islam, 
we have a big celebration this day. We gather to tell and hear stories 
about the life of Prophet Muhammad. We learn about his life and mission.  
  
Leo: That sounds interesting. I know you used to live in Pakistan. How is this 
celebration different here in Canada? 

Safa: In Pakistan many people go out on the street on Milad an-Nabi. They 
rejoice in a large procession. Then, the people hand out food and charity 
to others. Just like here, there are many talks about the life of Prophet 
Muhammad. 
  
Leo: What other celebrations have to do with the Prophet Muhammad? 
 

Safa: We have a holiday during the last ten days 
of the month of Ramadan. This is when we make 
special prayers and read from our holy book, the 
Qu’ran. We do this in the evening. That is why it’s 
called The Night of Power, or Lailat al-Qadr.  
  
Leo: And can you please tell me what is special 
about the month of Ramadan? 
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Safa: On the Islamic calendar, Ramadan is the ninth month. This is a 
period of days in which many Muslims don’t eat anything when it’s light 
out. We only eat early in the morning or at night. We cannot eat when the 
sun is out. We also like to help others during this month. We raise money 
and donate supplies to those in need.  
 
Leo: That is very nice of you. Don’t you get hungry during these days? 
 
Safa: Sometimes I do. After Ramadan, I understand the importance of the 
blessings of Allah. I look forward to the celebration at the end of the 
month. It is called Eid ul-Fitr. This is when we get to eat special foods and 
exchange gifts. Our mosque has a service during this celebration and we 
all say prayers. My family decorates the house with lights. Then we invite 
friends and other family members over. 
 
Leo: That sounds fun. I love gathering with my family and friends, too. Is Eid 
ul-Fitr your favorite celebration? 
 
Safa: Right now, yes. However, when I am an adult, I can’t wait to go on 
the hajj. This is a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca. Every adult of the 
Islam faith goes on the hajj. They have to at least once in their lifetime. It is 
on the same period of days every year. A couple million people go on the 
pilgrimage each year. I am very excited to make this trip one day. I would 
like to see the most important places that are sacred to Muslims.  
 
Leo: Is there a way that you celebrate the hajj at home each year? 
 
Safa: Oh, yes. There is a festival at the end of the hajj, called Eid ul-Adha. 
During this festival, we sacrifice a sheep or goat in the name of Allah. 
Then we donate part of it to the poor. We also give charity to others. This is 
to remind us of a story from the Qu’ran. 
 
Leo: Your religion sounds very interesting, Safa. I would love to learn more 
about it. For now, I want to thank you again for this interview. 
 
Safa: You’re welcome. I hope that it helps people learn more about Islam. 
 
Leo: I am sure it will.

saFA’S CELEBRATIONS
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Safa’s Celebrations
An Interview to Learn about 

Muslim Celebrations

1

Leo: Hello, Safa, and thank you so much for agreeing to an interview 
today. 
 
Safa: My pleasure. I’m always happy to share information about my 
culture. 
 
Leo: You have a celebration coming up soon, right? 
 
Safa: Why yes. I am a Muslim. Soon, it will be Milad an-Nabi or Mawlid an-
Nabi, which means “the birthday of the Holy Prophet.” In Islam, we have a 
big celebration this day. We like to gather together to tell and hear stories 
about the life of Prophet Muhammad. We learn and remember about his 
life and mission.  
 
Leo: That sounds interesting. Do you celebrate differently here in Canada 
than when you lived in Pakistan? 
 
Safa: Yes, in Pakistan many people go out on the street to rejoice in the 
birth of the Prophet on Milad an-Nabi. It is a large procession and the 
people hand out food and charity to others. It is similar to how we 
celebrate here, because there are still many talks about the life of Prophet 
Muhammad.

Leo: What other celebrations are associated with 
the Prophet Muhammad? 
 
Safa: Well, during the last ten days of the month of 
Ramadan, we make special prayers and read 
from our holy book, the Qu’ran. We do this in the 
evening and that is why it’s called The Night of 
Power, or Lailat al-Qadr.  
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Leo: And can you please tell me what is special about the month of 
Ramadan? 
 
Safa: On the Islamic calendar, Ramadan is the ninth month. This is a 
period of days in which many Muslims like me fast, or don’t eat anything, 
when it is light out. We only eat early in the morning before the sun rises 
and at night, after it has set. In addition, we also like to help others by 
raising money and donating supplies to those in need.  
 
Leo: That is very generous of you, but don’t you get hungry during the 
days? 
 
Safa: Sometimes, but I understand and appreciate how important the 
blessings of Allah are after fasting for a month. I always look forward to 
the celebration at the end of Ramadan, which is called Eid ul-Fitr. This is 
when we get to eat special foods and exchange gifts, and there is no 
more fasting during the days. Our mosque has a unique service during this 
celebration and we all say prayers. My family decorates the house with 
lights for Eid ul-Fitr and we invite friends and other family members over. 
 
Leo: That sounds fun. I love gathering with my family and friends too. Is Eid 
ul-Fitr your favorite celebration? 
 
Safa: Right now, yes, but when I am an adult, I can’t wait to go on the 
hajj. This is a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca. Every adult of the Islam 
faith has to make the hajj at least once in their lifetime. It is held over the 
same period of days every year and a couple million people go on the 
pilgrimage each year. I am very excited to make this trip one day, so that 
I can see the most important places that are sacred to Muslims.  
 
Leo: Is there a way that you celebrate the time of this pilgrimage at home 
each year? 
 
Safa: Oh, yes. There is a festival at the end of the hajj, which is called Eid 
ul-Adha. During this festival, we sacrifice a sheep or goat in the name of 
Allah. Then we donate a portion to the poor or give charity to others 
instead. This is in remembrance of a story from the Old Testament, that is 
also in the Qu’ran. 
 

saFA’S CELEBRATIONS

RL:	5.0
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Leo: Your religion sounds very interesting, Safa. I would love to learn more 
about it, but for now, I want to thank you again very much for allowing 
me to interview you. 
 
Safa: You’re very welcome. I hope that I was able to give some thoughtful 
answers to your questions. 
 
Leo: Indeed you did.  

saFA’S CELEBRATIONS

RL:	5.0
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Safa’s Celebrations
An Interview to Learn about 

Muslim Celebrations 

1

Leo: Hello, Safa, and thank you so much for agreeing to an interview 
today. 
 
Safa: My pleasure. I’m always willing to share information about my 
culture. 
 
Leo: I am curious and love learning about other cultures and religions. You 
have a celebration coming up soon, right? 
 
Safa: Why yes. I am a Muslim. Soon, it will be Milad an-Nabi or Mawlid an-
Nabi, which means “the birthday of the Holy Prophet.” In Islam, we throw a 
big celebration on this sacred day. We like to gather together to relate 
and hear stories about the life of Prophet Muhammad. He is the most 
important person in our faith and on this day, we learn and remember 
about his life and mission.  
 
Leo: That sounds interesting. Do you celebrate differently here in Canada 
than when you lived in Pakistan? 
 
Safa: Yes, in Pakistan many people go out on the street to rejoice in the 
birth of the Prophet on Milad an-Nabi. There is a large procession and the 
people hand out food and give charity to others. It is similar to how we 
celebrate here, because there are still several discussions about the life of 
Prophet Muhammad. 
 Leo: What other celebrations are associated with 

the Prophet Muhammad? 
 
Safa: Well, during the last ten days of the month of 
Ramadan, we make special prayers and read 
from our holy book, which is called the Qu’ran. 
We engage in this in the evening and that is why 
it’s called The Night of Power, or Lailat al-Qadr.  
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Leo: And can you please tell me what is special about the month of 
Ramadan? 
 
Safa: On the Islamic calendar, Ramadan is the ninth month. This is a 
period of days in which many Muslims like me fast, or don’t eat anything, 
when it is light out. We only eat early in the morning before the sun rises 
and at night, after it has set. In addition, we also like to help others during 
Ramadan by raising money and donating supplies to those in need.  
 
Leo: That is very generous of you, but don’t you get hungry during these 
days? 
 
Safa: Sometimes, but I understand and appreciate how important the 
blessings of Allah are after fasting for a month. I always look forward to 
the celebration at the end of Ramadan, which is called Eid ul-Fitr. This is 
when we get to eat specialized foods and exchange gifts, and there is no 
more fasting during the days. Our mosque has a unique service during this 
celebration and we all say special prayers. My family decorates the 
house with lights for Eid ul-Fitr and we invite friends and other family 
members over. 
 
Leo: That sounds quite enjoyable. I love gathering with my family and 
friends, too. Is Eid ul-Fitr your favorite celebration? 
 
Safa: Right now, yes, but when I am an adult, I can’t wait to go on the 
hajj. This is a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca. Every adult of the Islam 
faith has to make the hajj at least once in their lifetime. It is held over the 
same period of days every year and a couple million people go on the 
pilgrimage annually. I am very excited to make this trip one day, so that I 
can see the most important places that are sacred to Muslims.  
 
Leo: Is there a way that you celebrate the time of this pilgrimage at home 
each year? 
 
Safa: Yes, of course. There is a festival at the end of the hajj, which is 
called Eid ul-Adha. During this festival, we sacrifice a sheep or goat in the 
name of Allah. Then we donate a portion to the poor or give charity to 
others instead. This is in remembrance of a story from the Old Testament, 
that is also in the Qu’ran. 

saFA’S CELEBRATIONS
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Leo: Your religion sounds very interesting, Safa. I would love to learn more 
about it, but for now, I want to thank you again very much for allowing 
me to interview you. 
 
Safa: You’re very welcome and thank you for being open to learning 
about my culture and religion. I hope that I was able to give some 
informative answers to your questions.  
 
Leo: Indeed you did. 

saFA’S CELEBRATIONS

RL:	5.2
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Top Tips for Interesting Interviews
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INTERVIEWS
Do you know how much you can learn by asking questions? A lot! When 
you interview people, you can learn many things. You can ask questions to 
know more about a person, place, or time. You can also ask about a 
problem that needs to be fixed. To have a good interview, you need to 
know what questions to ask. Here are some tips on doing interviews. 
 
Plan and Research 
Always be prepared. The first thing you need to do before interviewing 
anybody is research. David Letterman and Barbara Walters are two great 
interviewers. They do a lot of research on the person they are going to talk 
to. Then, they make a plan for the interview.  

You need to know all you can about the people you will be asking 
questions. If they are famous, you will want to come up with new questions 
to ask them. This will help you get some fresh answers. If you research and 
see what people want to know, you should ask those questions.  
 
Come Up With Great Questions 
To make your interviews great, you want to ask good questions. Barbara 
Walters comes up with questions that people aren’t asked all the time. 
Your questions can be serious and fun. This will make for a good mix. 
     
Make sure your questions are clear. The more clear they are, the better the 
answers will be. Most of the questions in a good interview should be
open-ended. This means that people will give 
more than just yes or no. You may ask a person 
what inspired them to write a book. You could 
also ask what life was like for them in a new 
country. Questions related to senses are great to 
ask, too. If someone tells you they saw a tornado, 
you can ask what it looked or sounded like. 
Sometimes a close-ended question can work. 
However, these types of questions are not used a 
lot in good interviews. 
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Go With the Flow 
Even if you make a list of great questions, the interview might be different 
than you expect. This is okay and sometimes makes a better interview! If a 
new question comes to you during the interview, ask it. This can happen 
when an answer needs a follow-up. A follow-up question can give you 
more info. 

Sometimes, the person you are interviewing will give you answers to 
questions you hadn’t asked yet. They may answer all the questions on 
your list too fast. You may feel like you need to ask more questions, but 
don’t know what. It can help to have a short list of questions that you can 
ask anyone. Oprah Winfrey is one of the best interviewers ever. One 
question that Oprah always asks people is, “What is/was your intention?” 
This helps her know what the people want to see happen. It is a great 
question for all interviews. 
    
Be Respectful and Caring 
Oprah is also a great interviewer for another reason. She gains trust from 
the people she interviews by being respectful. Even when she asks hard 
questions, she treats them politely. She’s also very caring with people. 
Some people may be sad or scared. They may talk about parts of their 
life that were hard. Show you care about them. Think about what it must 
have been like to be in their shoes.  
     
Another way to have fun with people is to find out what you share with 
them. Jimmy Fallon is famous for doing this. He connects with the people 
he interviews by talking about what he has in common with them. 
     
Remember to listen well to the answers. You should respond to what they 
say, just like when you talk to anyone. It’s okay if you don’t get to all of 
your questions.  
 
     
The end of the interview is where you should put your best questions. Be 
sure to thank the people you interview for their time. Be sure you get 
permission if you are going to share your interview.  
     
Interviews are great ways to learn info. They can also be a lot of fun to do! 
You can learn so much from other people. You can also make new friends 
by giving interviews. 
 
     
 

top tips for  interesting  INTERVIEWS
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TOP TIPS for INTERESTING 
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INTERVIEWS
Do you know how much you can learn just by asking questions? A whole 
lot! When you interview others, you can find out a ton of information. 
Sometimes, you ask questions to know more about a person, place, or 
time. At other times, you may be looking into a problem that needs to be 
solved. Either way, you have to know what questions to ask and how to 
ask them. Here are some tips on conducting fantastic interviews. 
 
Plan and Research 
It pays to be as prepared as you can. The first thing you need to do before 
interviewing anybody is research. The best interviewers like David 
Letterman and Barbara Walters, do much research on the person they are 
going to talk to. Then, they create a solid plan based on what they found 
out.  
 
You should know a lot about the people or situation you will be asking 
about. If those being interviewed are very famous, you will want to come 
up with creative questions to ask them. This will help you get some new 
information. If you research and see what people are curious about, you 
should ask those questions.  
 
Design Great Questions 
To make your interviews really interesting, you want to design some 
excellent questions. Barbara Walters always comes up with questions that 
people aren’t asked all the time. Your questions should be a mix of serious
questions, and more fun questions. This will help 
the interview flow well. 
     
It is important to be specific when thinking of 
questions to ask. The more specific a question, the 
better the answer will be. Most of the questions in 
a good interview should be open-ended. This 
means that people will have to answer more than 
just yes or no. For instance, you may ask a person 
what inspired them to write a book about a topic. 
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You could also ask what life was like for them moving to a new country. 
Sensory questions are great to ask, too. If someone tells you they 
witnessed a tornado, maybe you can ask them what it looked or 
sounded like. Sometimes a close-ended question can work. However, 
these types of questions are not used a lot in good interviews. 
 
Go With the Flow 
Even if you’ve made a list of great questions and prepared well, the 
interview might be different than you expect. This is okay and sometimes 
makes a more interesting interview! If a new question comes to mind 
during the interview, feel free to ask it. This can happen when an answer 
from someone being interviewed needs a follow-up. A follow-up question 
can give you more info. 
     
Sometimes, the person you are interviewing will give you answers to 
questions you hadn’t asked yet. They may answer everything on your list. 
You may feel like you need to ask more questions, but don’t know what 
else to ask. It might help to have a short list of questions that you can ask 
anyone, no matter the topic. Oprah Winfrey is one of the best interviewers 
ever. One question that Oprah always asks people is, “What is/was your 
intention?” This helps her figure out what the people want to see happen. 
It is a great question for all people that are interviewed. 
     
 
Be Respectful and Caring 
Oprah is also a great interviewer for another reason. She gains trust from 
the people she interviews by being respectful to them. Even when she is 
asking hard questions, she treats them politely. She’s also very caring with 
people who may be sad or scared. Some people may talk about parts of 
their life that were hard. Let them feel their emotions. Think about what it 
must have been like to be in their shoes. This shows you care about them.  
     
Another way to connect with your interviewee is to find out what you 
share with them. Jimmy Fallon is famous for doing this. He connects with 
the people he interviews by talking about a shared experience or interest 
he has with them. 
     
 
 

top tips for  interesting  INTERVIEWS
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Remember to listen very carefully to the answers your interviewees give. 
You will want to respond to what they say, just like when you talk to 
anyone. It’s okay if you don’t get to all of your questions. You might have 
thought of some better questions to ask during the interview. 
 
     
The end of the interview is where you want to put your best questions. This 
will make your interview memorable. Always remember to thank the 
people you interview for their time. If you are going to share the interview 
with the public, you will have to get written permission.  
     
Interviews are meaningful ways to get across important information. They 
can also be a lot of fun to do! You can learn so much from other people. 
You can also make new friends by giving interviews. 
 
     
 

top tips for  interesting  INTERVIEWS
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TOP TIPS for INTERESTING 
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INTERVIEWS
Do you know how much you can learn just by asking questions? An infinite 
amount! When you interview others, you can find out a lot of information. 
Sometimes, you ask questions to know more about a person, place, or 
time. At other times, you may be looking into a problem that needs to be 
solved and getting different opinions. Whichever type of interview you do, 
you have to know what questions to ask and how to ask them. Skilled 
interviewers can provide readers and listeners with valuable info. Here are 
some tips on conducting fantastic interviews. 
 
Plan and Research 
It pays to be as prepared as possible. The first thing you need to do before 
interviewing anybody is your homework. All the best interviewers, like David 
Letterman and Barbara Walters, do thorough research on the person they 
are going to be asking questions. Then, they create a solid plan based on 
what they found out from their research.  

You want to make sure you know a lot about the people or situation you 
will be asking about. If those being interviewed are very famous, you will 
want to come up with unique questions to ask them. This will help provide 
your audience with some new information. If you do research and find out 
that a lot of people are very curious about a particular aspect of 
someone’s life, like what an athlete’s favorite dinner is, you should include 
those questions. 

Design Great Questions 
To make your interviews really interesting, you will 
want to be sure to design some excellent 
questions. Barbara Walters says that she always 
tries to come up with questions that people aren’t 
asked all the time. Your questions should be a 
healthy mix of serious questions that help you get 
to the truth of the matter or reveal some shocking 
information, and more fun questions. This will help 
the interview feel dynamic.  
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It is important to be specific when thinking of questions to ask. The more 
specific a question, the better the answer will be. Most of the questions in 
a good interview should be open-ended, meaning that the interviewees 
will have to answer more than just yes or no. These types of prompts will 
have several possible answers. For instance, you may ask a person what 
inspired them to write a book about a topic, or what life was like for them 
moving to a new country. Sensory questions are great to ask, especially 
as follow-ups. If someone tells you they witnessed a tornado for instance, 
maybe you can ask them what it looked or sounded like. All of this said, 
sometimes a close-ended question can be effective. However, these 
types of questions should be used very sparingly in good interviews. 
 
Go With the Flow 
Even if you’ve created a list of great questions and prepared as well as 
you can, there’s always a chance that the conversation will go in a 
direction that you didn’t anticipate. This is okay and sometimes makes for 
an even more interesting interview! If a question comes to mind during 
the interview that you didn’t have on your list, feel free to ask it. This often 
happens when an answer from someone being interviewed requires a 
follow-up. Politely ask them to elaborate further.  
     
Sometimes, the person or people you are interviewing will give you 
answers to questions you hadn’t asked yet. You may feel like you need to 
ask more questions to make the interview more fulfilling, but you don’t 
know what else to ask. It might help to have a short list of questions that 
you can ask anyone, no matter the topic. Oprah Winfrey is one of the 
best interviewers ever. One question that Oprah always asks people is, 
“What is/was your intention?” This helps her figure out the motivations of 
her interviewees and provides her with the chance to ask follow-up 
questions. 
     
Be Respectful and Compassionate 
Oprah is also a great interviewer for another reason. She gains trust from 
the people she interviews by being respectful to them. Even when she is 
asking hard questions that may reveal an ugly truth, she remembers to 
treat them politely. She’s also very compassionate with people who may 
have had tough experiences. Some people may get emotional when 
speaking about themselves or parts of their life that were difficult. Let 
them feel their emotions and attempt to understand what it must have 
been like to be in their shoes.

top tips for  interesting  INTERVIEWS
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Another way to connect with your interviewee is to find common ground 
with them. Jimmy Fallon is famous for using this strategy. He builds a 
connection with the people he interviews by talking about a shared 
experience or interest he has with them. 
     
Remember to listen very carefully to the answers your interviewers give. 
You will want to respond to what they say, just like in any conversation. It’s 
okay if you don’t get to all of your questions, especially if you thought of 
some better questions to ask during the interview. 
 
     
The end of the interview is usually a powerful moment. Always remember 
to thank the people you interview for their time and the information they 
gave. If you are going to share the interview with anyone, especially the 
public, you will have to get written permission from the interviewee.  
     
Interviews are meaningful ways to get across important information, but 
they can also be a lot of fun to do! You can learn so much from other 
people and build powerful friendships through the interviews you give. 
 
     

top tips for  interesting  INTERVIEWS



Week #3
Tips for First-Time Knitters



RL:	3.2

34.12.3

AA

Knitting is great! People who knit turn yarn into fun items. Knitters 
can make things like hats, scarves, and blankets.  

Knitting is fun, but it is also hard. It can take a long time to learn.  
Once people understand it, they can make all kinds of projects. 

Knitters only need two items. The first is yarn. The second is a pair of 
needles. Wool yarn is best for new knitters. Thick yarn is better than 
thin yarn. It makes big stitches and is easy to hold. The label on the 
yarn tells knitters whether to use wide or thin needles.  

Next, knitters decide what to make. Good projects for new knitters 
are washcloths or doll blankets. They are simple and don’t take 
long to finish. 
The first step of knitting is casting-on. This is when the first stitches 
are added to a needle. There are a few ways to cast-on. The 
easiest are the slow cast and the thumb cast. 

Casting-on can be hard. New knitters need to practice it a lot. It’s 
best to learn by watching someone do it. There are many online 
videos that show how to cast-on. When a knitter can do it, then 
they can learn the knit stitch. 

1

tips for first-timeknitters 

There are two ways to make knit 
stitches: English and Continental. 
New knitters should try both to see 
which feels best. English knitters 
toss the yarn over the needle. 
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Continental knitters create the stitches slowly. Both styles are 
okay. Knitters should use the way that feels the best. There are 
lots of online videos that show these stitches too.  

Knitters must knit every stitch they have cast-on. This moves all 
the stitches from one needle to the other. This creates a new row 
of stitches. Knitters do this over and over until many rows are 
made. Then the project is done! 

Many knitting projects are hard. New knitters will need help 
learning each step. Videos can be helpful. However, learning 
from an expert knitter can be better. Plus, knitting is a fun way to 
spend time with others!  
 

tips for first-time knitters
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Knitting is a great activity. It allows people to make fun items out of 
yarn. Knitters love to make hats, scarves, blankets, and pieces of 
clothing. Learning to knit takes lots of practice, but it is worth the 
effort. First-time knitters just need some basic supplies and 
techniques to get started. 

First, it’s important to start with a simple project. First-time knitters 
should begin with a washcloth, scarf, or doll blanket. These items 
are fairly easy for new knitters and don’t take long to finish. 

Only two supplies are needed to knit: yarn and needles. However, 
picking the right yarn and needles is important. Wool yarn is easy 
for new knitters to work with. Also, bulky yarn is better than thin 
yarn. It makes bigger stitches and is easier to hold. 

The needles a knitter should use depends on the yarn. On the 
yarn’s label, there is a small number underneath a picture of 
needles. That means the knitter needs needles with that same 
number.  

After gathering supplies, knitters must learn to cast-on. Casting-on is 
the process of adding the first stitches to a needle. Casting-on

1

tips for first-timeknitters 

can be tricky. First-time knitters 
need patience to get the hang of 
it. There are plenty of free online 
videos that show how to cast-on in 
detail. There are several ways to 
cast-on, but the best for beginners 
are the slow cast and the thumb 
cast. Once a knitter can cast-on, 
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they can move to the knit stitch. 

There are a couple of ways to create knit stitches. They are 
called English and Continental. It’s important for first-time knitters 
to try both ways to decide which one feels best. The English 
method lets the knitter hold the yarn in their right hand and toss 
it over the other needle. The Continental style lets the knitter 
hold the yarn with their left hand and form the stitches gently. 
Both styles are okay. It’s simply a matter of finding out which style 
feels the best. Once again, there are plenty of free online videos 
that show both methods. 

Knitters must knit every stitch they’ve cast-on. This moves all of 
the stitches from one needle to the other. It also creates a new 
row of stitches. Then, the knitter switches hands and starts all 
over again to form another row of stitches. This is repeated over 
and over until many rows are created and the project is 
finished.  

Many knitting projects are hard, even for people who have 
been knitting for years. First-time knitters will need help getting 
the hang of the process. As mentioned before, videos can be 
helpful, but getting advice from an experienced knitter can be 
even more useful. Plus, knitting is more enjoyable with others. 
Sharing ideas, learning new tips, and celebrating completed 
projects is a big part of the fun! 
 
 
 

.  
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Knitting is a great activity that allows people of all ages to make 
fun items out of yarn. Knitters love to make hats, scarves, blankets, 
and pieces of clothing. While learning to knit takes lots of practice, 
it’s a skill that is worth the effort. First-time knitters simply need some 
basic supplies and techniques to get started. 

First, it’s important to start with a simple project. First-time knitters 
may want to begin with a washcloth, scarf, or doll blanket. These 
items are easier for new knitters and won’t take too long to 
complete. 

Only two basic supplies are needed to complete most knitting 
projects: yarn and two needles. However, it’s important to select 
the right type of yarn and needles. For beginners, wool yarn is easy 
to work with. Also, bulky yarn is better than thin yarn. It allows for 
bigger stitches and is easier to hold. 

When choosing knitting needles, they must match the yarn. The 
yarn’s label will indicate the size of the needles that will work best 
for that material. Just look for a small number underneath a picture 
of a pair of needles on the label. Then, select the needles with that 
same number.

1
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After the supplies are collected, 
first-time knitters must learn the first 
part of every knitting project: 
casting-on. Casting-on is the 
process of adding the first stitches 
to a needle. Casting-on can be 
tricky to learn. First-time knitters will 
need patience to get the hang of
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it. There are plenty of free online videos that show this process in 
detail. There are several ways to cast-on, but the best for 
beginners are the slow cast and the thumb cast. Once 
beginning knitters have established their preferred method, they 
can move on to the knit stitch. 

There are a couple of methods of creating knit stitches: English 
and Continental. It’s important for first-time knitters to try both 
methods and decide which one feels the most natural. The 
English method involves holding the yarn in the right hand and 
tossing it over the other needle to form a stitch. The Continental 
style, on the other hand, places the yarn in the left hand and 
uses a more delicate movement to form new stitches. Neither 
style is right or wrong. It’s simply a matter for the knitter to 
discover which style feels the best. Once again, there are plenty 
of free online videos that show both methods step-by-step. 

To create a project, knitters knit every stitch they’ve cast-on, so 
all of the stitches are on one needle. Then, they switch hands 
and start the process all over again to form another row of 
stitches. This process is repeated over and over until the project is 
finished.  

Knitting projects, even for experienced knitters, can be difficult. 
First-time knitters will need help getting the hang of the process. 
As mentioned before, videos can be helpful, but getting advice 
and instruction in-person from an experienced knitter can be 
even more beneficial. They can help fix mistakes that can often 
happen for a new knitter. Plus, knitting is more enjoyable with 
others. Sharing ideas, learning new tips and tricks, and 
celebrating completed projects is a big part of the fun of 
knitting. 
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