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NOTES TO TEACHERS
Thank you so much for purchasing and downloading these 
differentiated readings.  These were created to support 
teachers who have students at a variety of levels in their 
classroom.  

To differentiate between the different levels the sentence 
structure and word choice increase or decrease to meet the 
needs of each reading level.  See the chart on the next page 
to identify the reading band for each text.  

These texts can be used for a variety of purposes.  
• Used for guided reading time with the teacher.  The teacher 

plans the lesson once and then can use the same story 
written at multiple levels.  This allows you to teach once and 
then implement with most of the students in your classroom.   

• Used for independent reading.  Students can read the 
version of the text that best matches their independent 
reading level then complete whatever activity the teachers 
chooses to meet each classroom learning goals.   

• Partner reading to a whole class discussion.  Since the stories 
are the same between the versions.  You can have partners 
with the same level read it together then discuss this as a 
whole group.  

Specific lesson plans are not included in this resource to allow 
teachers to integrate into their own plans as needed.  	

However these readings form the guided reading component of 
my Ignited Literacy series.  Within that program there are lesson 
that correspond with each reading along with all of your other 
activities that may be needed to support your language arts 

program.  



Reading Conversion Chart

IL 
Level AGE Grad

e DRA F&P Lexile

AA 
2.3-4.0 8-9** 2-3 24-30 L-M 400-550

A 
3.0-4.0 8-9 3-4 30-44 N-Q 550-770

B 
4.0-5.5 8-9 4-5 40-50 Q-T 770-850

* There is some overlap in the levels due to the topic of the text and needed complexity of academic 
vocabulary 

* Age range also reflects the maturity level of the student.

For each reading provided there are three versions.  
The three versions represent three different levels.  
Each text is colour coded and the specific label is 

identified by both colour and letter

Level 
AA

This level is designed for students reading 
below the grade 3 reading level. 

Level 
A

This level is for students that are in grades 3 
and 4.  The reading use simpler sentences and 
less complex words. 

Level 
B

This level is for students that are reading at a 
grade 4-5 grade level.  These passages have a 
both simple and complex sentence structure 
with vocabulary words appropriate for 
students at this level. 



How To:
How to structure your guided reading groups

1
Assess students reading level using a standardized reading assessment 
such as DRA or CASI.  You can also informally assess the students reading 
level by having them read one of the three sample texts and based on 
their fluency, decoding and comprehension skills.

2
Group students into guided reading groups based on their reading levels.  
You should aim to have four to five groups with 5-6 students per guided 
reading group.  

3

Create a schedule in your language arts class which groups you will meet 
with on what days.  Schedule yourself time each day to meet with at least 
one guided reading group. You also may want to give students the guided 
reading text prior to the guided reading time so they have a chance to 
pre-read it.  This may save time with your group if you need to spend more 
time focusing on comprehension. 

4

Preview the Text - Teacher Planning	
Read the text prior to the week beginning.  Based on your current focus or 
learning goal in writing or reading determine which comprehension and 
meaning strategies you want to focus on for this text.  Highlight your text 
and make notes in your blank lesson plan template. Determine questions 
that assess literal and critical thinking questions.  (see chart on next page)

5
Getting Started - Activating Knowledge/Make Predictions	
Introduce the text and ask students to read the first paragraph to 
themselves in a whisper voice.  Once they are done reading ask them to 
make a prediction about what they think the rest of the story will be about. 

6
Reading Check Ins - Listen to Reading	
Ask the students to continue to read the text in a whisper voice.  Lean into 
one student and signal to them that you want them to read slightly louder 
than a whisper voice.  Record your observations of their reading skills 
(fluency, decoding) on the recording page. 

7
After Reading - Comprehension	
Ask student to identify their understanding of the text. Use the learning 
goals and the questions that you preplanned to ask students.   
Eg. Main Idea: Who is the main character, what is the problem, what is this 
story mostly about. 

8 Assessment	
Make notes on each student in relation to their reading behaviour.  



Questioning Stems
LEVEL COMPREHENSION 

STRATEGIES QUESTION STEMS

Remember	
recall of facts 

and details

• name 
• list 
• definitions 
• order 
• retell

• Who is _____? 
• Where does the story take place? 
• Why did _______? 
• List the _____ in order 
• How did ____ happen? 
• Who said _____? 
• Define the word _____?

Understand	
explain ideas 
and concepts

• main idea 
• classifying 
• comparing 
• Inferring

• Can you describe the main character? 
• What was the main idea? 
• What inference can you make 
• Can you compare ____ to _____? 
• Describe what happens before/after (text event)? 
• Can you paraphrase this paragraph? 
• What facts or ideas support/show ____?

Apply	
Focus on the 

parts and how 
they contribute 

to the whole

• Connections 
• Compare to real 

life 

• What connections can you make? 
• How would you change____? 
• How would you solve ___? 
• How could you apply what you have learned to ___? 
• Imagine this character in another story what would 

happen? 
• What questions would you ask the character/author in an 

interview?

Analyze	
Look at the 

whole text and 
draw 

conclusions

• Drawing 
conclusions 

• Identifying 
themes 

• Compare and 
contrast 

• Summarize 
• Point of View

• Which events are most important? 
• How does the _____ help you to? 
• How would this event be different if we looked at it form 

someone else’s perspective 
• If you were the character how would you have reacted to 

this event? 
• How is ____ related to _____? 
• Select the parts of the story that are the saddest/funniest

Evaluate	
make 

judgements 
based on 

criteria

• identify opinion 
• critique 
• using evidence 

and 

• How would you improve? 
• What conclusions can you draw about ___? 
• How would you rate this text and why? 
• Which character would you like to be friends with 
• Would it be better if 
• What is your opinion of

Create	
Take the 

information 
and use it in 

another 
context.

• make 
• produce 
• create 
• perform

• How could you use what you have read to create 
something new? 

• Plan a short lesson to share your knowledge with someone.  
• Could you tell this in a different way 
• What would be a better title for the story/article?



Guided Reading PLAN

Guided Reading Guide

Getting Started: 	
Activating 
Knowledge and 
Make Predictions

Literal 
Comprehension	
Do students 
understand main 
idea and details 
of the story

Extending 
Understanding:	
Analyze, 
Evaluate or 
create

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l l s
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting



G u i d e d  R e a d i n g
text-based assessment tool

Guided Reading Group 1 2 3 4 5 6

Weekly Guided Reading Text ___________________________________
T a r g e t e d  S k i l l s

A - Reading for  
meaning

B - Understanding form 
and style C - Reading with fluency D - Reflecting

Purpose 
Comprehension strategy 
___________________ 
Analyzing 
Responding to texts 
Point of view

Text forms 
Text patterns 
Text features 
Style

Reading familiar words 
Reading unfamiliar 
words 
Reading fluently

Metacognition 
Interconnected skills 
Goal setting

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______	
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: 
__________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 



FEBRUARY Guided  
Reading Texts

A - Grade 3 to 4

B - Grade 4 to 5

AA - Grade 2-3



Week #1
Protesting for Change
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protesting  for 
change

AA
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Many times people see problems in the world and they want to 
fix them. The problems may be about health, safety, or equality. 
People ask for the laws to be changed. However, sometimes, 
nothing is fixed. Other times, the changes don’t happen fast 
enough.  
This can cause people to protest, or argue against, the problem. 
Protests can take the form of marches. Most of them are 
arranged by activists, who work for change. When activists 
protest, they often march and carry signs. They do this to make 
others aware about the problem. Their hope is to work together 
to make things better. Some protests are for peace, to end a war 
or not start one. There are many other kinds of protests, as well. 
One reason that activists protest is for the planet. Some things are 
done that harm the Earth. People have marched in protest 
against things that harm nature. They want the planet to be 
more protected. In Canada in 2019, many activists, including 
kids, marched for changes that will help prevent climate change. 
They joined protesters from all over the world, who were doing 
the same thing. 
In some jobs, the workers face problems. They sometimes don’t 
get fair money for the work that they do. Some jobs are not safe
enough for the workers. In the early 
1900s, farmers protested in Canada to 
get laws to change. They wanted 
better places to work and more 
money. Factory workers have 
protested also. They wanted rules so 
they could be safer at work. Teachers
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in many countries go on strike at times, which means they stop 
working. When they are paid fairly, they will work again. 
Some college students have protested when their tuition gets 
too high. Tuition is the money they pay to go to school. In order 
for students to make colleges aware of this issue, they may 
march in protest. In 2012 in Quebec, there was a protest by 
students. It went on for many months. Other people learned that 
the students were not happy with high tuition. 
One of the most important reasons that people march is for 
equality. This means that every person has the same rights and 
chances. Some groups of people have been held back. They 
were not treated equally. Even today, there are groups of 
people that do not have the same rights as others. Sometimes, 
this is because of their race or gender. They may also have 
different beliefs.  
Protesting is an important right for people. By marching in 
protest, you can make others aware of problems. The more 
people that know, the more chance for change. Many fixes 
have come about because people protested. Laws were 
changed so that workers could be safe and paid fairly. The 
planet and animals have been helped and protected. Many 
rights were granted to people that didn’t have them. Even so, 
there are more changes that can take place in Canada and 
the world. Until they happen, there will be more protests and 
marches in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROTESTING for  CHANGE

34.2.1
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Many times people see problems in the world that need to be 
changed. These problems may be about health, safety, and 
equality. People will work to bring the issues to the attention of 
governments so laws can be changed. However, sometimes, 
nothing is improved even then. Other times, the changes don’t 
happen fast enough.  
When this occurs, groups of activists may gather together to 
protest. An activist is someone who works to bring positive 
changes. They also raise awareness by telling others about the 
problems. Their hope is to work together on solutions to make 
things better. When activists protest, they often march and carry 
signs. This helps others become aware of what they want to 
change. Some protests are for peace to end a war or not start 
one. There are many other kinds of protests, as well. 
One reason that activists protest is for the planet. When there are 
harmful practices done on Earth, it affects everyone. People 
have marched in protest so that the environment will be more 
protected. In Canada in 2019, many activists, including kids, 
marched for changes that will help prevent climate change. 
They joined protesters from all over the world, who were doing 
the same thing.
In some jobs, the workers have not 
always been treated fairly. They 
sometimes don’t get fair wages, or 
money, for the work that they do. 
Some jobs are not safe enough for the 
workers. In the early 1900s, farmers 
protested many times in Canada to

34.2.1

protesting  for 
change
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get laws to change. They wanted better working conditions. 
Factory workers have protested also, for more safety. Teachers in 
many countries go on strike at times, which means they stop 
working until they are paid fairly.  
Over the years, college students have protested when their 
tuition gets too high. Tuition is the money they pay to go to 
school. People who want an education to do important jobs in 
the future, often do not have the money yet. In order for 
students to make colleges and universities aware of this issue, 
they may march in protest. This helps them spread their worries 
so people know why change is needed. In 2012 in Quebec, 
there was a protest that went on for many months. There, the 
students protested to let people know that the tuition was too 
high. 
One of the most important reasons that people march is for 
equality. This means that every person has the same rights and 
chances. In history, groups of people have been held back and 
not treated equally. Even today, there are many groups of 
people that do not have the same rights as others. They have 
not been treated the same as others. Sometimes, this is because 
they are a different race or gender. They may also have 
different beliefs.  
Protesting is a critical right that people have. By marching in 
protest, you can make others aware of problems. Hopefully, the 
more people that know, the more chance for change. Many 
reforms have come about because people have protested 
about issues. Laws were changed so that workers could be safe 
and paid fairly. The planet and animals have been helped and 
protected. Many rights were granted to people that didn’t use 
to have them. Even so, there are many more positive changes 
that can take place in Canada and around the world. Until they 
happen, there will be more protests and marches in the future.

RL:	4.4

34.2.1

PROTESTING for  CHANGE
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Many times people encounter problems in the world that need 
to be resolved. These issues may be about health, safety, and 
equality. Sometimes, even after these issues are brought to the 
attention of governments, still nothing is improved. Other times, 
the changes don’t happen fast enough, and people get upset. 
When this occurs, oftentimes groups of activists will gather 
together to protest. An activist is someone who works to bring 
about positive changes. They also raise awareness by spreading 
the facts about problems. When others learn more about the 
issues, they can help with possible solutions, such as changing 
laws. When activists protest, they often march and carry signs, or 
they arrange a sit-in or other demonstration. Some protests are 
for peace because people want to end a war, or they are 
against a war. There are several other kinds of protests, as well. 
One reason that activists protest is for environmental change. 
When there are dangerous or inhumane practices done on our 
planet, it affects everyone. People have organized marches to 
protest against unethical environmental practices and put more 
protections into place. In Canada in 2019, many activists, 
including kids, marched to raise awareness about climate 
change. They joined protesters from all over the world, to inspire
preventions and protections for the 
planet. 
In some careers, the workers have not 
always been treated fairly. They 
sometimes don’t get fair wages, or 
money, for the work that they do. 
Some jobs are dangerous, and proper

34.2.1

protesting  for 
change



RL:	4.1 B
2

safety conditions aren’t met for the employees. In the early 
1900s, farmers protested in Canada to get laws to change so 
that they had better working conditions. Factory workers have 
protested in the past to improve unsafe conditions. Teachers in 
multiple countries have gone on strike, which means they stop 
working, until they are paid fairly. 
Throughout the years, college students have protested when 
their tuition, or the money they pay to go to school, gets too 
high. People who are seeking an education to do important jobs 
after they graduate, often do not have the money to pay 
expensive tuitions. In order to make colleges and universities 
aware of how serious an issue this is, students will often march in 
protest. This helps them educate people on why change is 
needed. In 2012 in Quebec, there was a protest that went on for 
several months. There, the students held daily demonstrations to 
let people know that the tuition was too high. 
One of the most important reasons that people march is for 
equality for everyone. This means that every person has the 
same rights and opportunities. When you study history, you can 
easily see that this hasn’t been the case. Even today, there are 
many groups of people that do not have equal rights. In 
countries around the world, including Canada, groups of people 
have not been treated the same as others. Sometimes, this is 
because they are a different race or gender, or they may have 
different beliefs.  
Protesting is a crucial right that people have. By arranging 
marches or sit-ins, or other types of protests, awareness about an 
issue can be raised. This will let other people know about the 
issue so that they can join in the protest and help bring about 
the solutions for improvement. Many reforms have come about 
because people have protested about problems and injustices. 
Laws were changed so that workers could be safe and paid

RL:	5.5
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fairly and the environment could be more protected. Many 
rights were granted to people that previously had been denied 
them. Even so, there are more positive changes that can take 
place in Canada and around the world. Until they happen, 
there will likely be protests and marches in the future. 
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Week #2
Black Canadians Who Changed Rules, 

Made a Difference, and Fought for 
Equality
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Black people have done a lot for Canada. They changed rules 
and made a difference. Here are a few of them: 

James Mink: Mink was born in the United States in 1811. His parents 
were slaves. He came to Canada as an adult and became a 
businessman. He owned an inn and many carriages.  

Mink married a woman from Ireland. They had a daughter named 
Mary. Mary married a man who said he owned a business. He did 
not. He owned slaves. The husband sold Mary as a slave. Stories 
say that James Mink saved his daughter. He took his wife to 
America and pretended to be her slave. Once they found Mary, 
they snuck her back to Canada. 

Josiah Henson: Henson was a slave from America. He ran to 
Canada in 1830. He then helped other slaves who came to

1

Black Canadians Who 
Changed Rules, Made a 
Difference, and Fought 

for Equality

34.2.2

Canada. He taught them to farm. He 
died in 1883. 

Viola Davis Desmond: Desmond went 
to a theater in Canada in 1946. She 

did not sit in the balcony with the 
black people. She sat in a seat for 
white people. This was a crime.
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Desmond was put in jail. She also had to pay a fine.  People 
noticed Desmond's brave act. It helped start the Civil Rights 
movement in Canada. Desmond passed away in 1965. Nova 
Scotia forgave her crime in 2010. They also apologized to her 
family. 
Carrie Best: Carrie Best was a writer. She fought for Civil Rights. 
She started the first black-owned newspaper in Nova Scotia in 
1946. She also made a radio show in 1952. It played music and 
poetry from black artists. She died in 2001. 
These are just some of the black people that changed Canada. 
Their actions were brave and led to progress. They still inspire 
people today. 
 

Black Canadians 
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Josiah Henson: Henson was an 
American slave. He escaped to 
Canada in 1830. He spent his life 
helping other former slaves who came 
to Canada.  

He mostly helped them learn to farm. 
Henson also led troops of black 
soldiers during the Upper Canadian

34.2.2

Many black Canadians have given much to the country. They 
changed rules, made a difference, and fought for fairness. Here are 
just a few of them: 
James Mink: Mink was born to slaves in the United States in 1811. 
Not much is known about his childhood. He became a well-known 
businessman as an adult. He owned an inn and horse stables in 
Toronto. He also owned many carriages. 
Mink married an Irish woman named Elizabeth. They had a 
daughter, Mary. Mary got married to a businessman who was really 
a slave trader. The husband ended up selling Mary into slavery. It is 
believed that James Mink helped save his daughter. He pretended 
to be his wife’s slave and traveled to America to bring his daughter 
home.

Black Canadians Who 
Changed Rules, Made a 
Difference, and Fought 

for Equality
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Rebellion of 1837. He passed away in 1883 at the age of 93. 

Viola Davis Desmond: Desmond was known for fighting 
segregation. She went to the Roseland Theatre in New Glasgow in 
1946. Desmond refused to sit in the balcony with the rest of the 
black crowd. She sat on the floor that was saved for white people. 
Desmond was arrested, but her actions helped start the Civil Rights 
movement in Canada. Desmond passed away in 1965. However, 
Nova Scotia forgave her crime in 2010. The government also 
apologized to her family. 

Carrie Best: Another important Canadian was Carrie Best. Best was 
a writer and Civil Rights activist. In 1946, she started the first black-
owned newspaper in Nova Scotia. It was called The Clarion. In 
1952, she created a radio show called The Quiet Corner. The show 
played classical music and poetry from black artists. Best was 
made an Officer of the Order of Canada 1979. She passed away 
in 2001. 

These are just some of the gifted black Canadians that made 
change in the country and the world. Their actions were brave and 
led to progress. Their stories continue to inspire many people today. 
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Many of Canada’s black citizens have added to the country’s 
history. They also helped shape its culture. These Canadians 
changed rules, made a difference, and fought for equality. Here 
are just a few of them: 

James Mink: Mink was born to slaves in the United States in 1811. 
Not much is known about his early life. As an adult, he became a 
successful businessman. Mink owned the Toronto's Mansion Inn and 
Livery. He also owned a stagecoach line that traveled from 
Toronto to Kingston.  

Mink married an Irish immigrant named Elizabeth. They had a 
daughter named Mary. Mary got married to a businessman who 
was really a slave trader. The husband ended up selling Mary into 
slavery in Virginia. It is rumored that James Mink helped save
Mary. He pretended to be his wife’s 
slave and traveled to the south to 
bring his daughter home.  

Josiah Henson: Henson was an 
American slave who escaped to 
Canada in 1830. He devoted his life to 
helping other former slaves who came 
to Canada. He mainly helped them

Black Canadians Who 
Changed Rules, Made a 
Difference, and Fought 

for Equality
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find and develop farmland. Henson also led a unit of black soldiers 
during the Upper Canadian Rebellion of 1837. He passed away at 
the age of 93 in 1883.  

Viola Davis Desmond: Desmond was known for standing up 
against segregation. She attended the Roseland Theatre in New 
Glasgow in 1946. There, Desmond refused to sit in the balcony with 
the rest of the black audience. Instead, she sat on the floor that 
was saved for only white people. Desmond was arrested and 
fined. However, her actions helped start the Civil Rights movement 
in Canada. Desmond passed away in 1965, but Nova Scotia 
pardoned her in 2010. The government also apologized to her 
family. Desmond’s pardon was the first post-death pardon given in 
Canada.  

Carrie Best: Another important Nova Scotia citizen was Carrie Best. 
Best was a poet, writer, and Civil Rights activist. In 1946, she started 
the first black-owned newspaper in Nova Scotia called The Clarion. 
In 1952, she created a long-running radio show called The Quiet 
Corner. The show featured classical music and poetry from black 
artists. Best’s feats were recognized in 1979. She was made an 
Officer of the Order of Canada. She passed away in 2001. 

These are just some of the amazing black Canadians that created 
lasting change. Their actions were brave and led to progress 
throughout the nation. Their stories continue to be sources of 
inspiration today. 
 

RL:	4.6

34.2.2

Black Canadians 



Week #3
The Blessing Box
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When Casey was at his grandparents house, he noticed a box on a post at 
the corner of their block. As he and his grandma passed it on a walk one 
afternoon, he asked, “What is that box, Grandma?” 
“That’s a Blessing Box,” she replied. “People can add things like canned 
food, toothpaste, or toilet paper. Then, if people are in need, they can take 
an item out of the box.” 
“Do they have to leave something in return?” Casey asked. 
“They don’t have to,” his grandma said. “The hope is that the people who 
use the box will be able to donate to it later. That way, they can help others 
like they were helped.” 
Casey couldn’t stop thinking about the Blessing Box once he returned home. 
He wanted to put a Blessing Box in front of his house too. With his parents’ 
help, Casey built a box like the one in his grandparents’ neighborhood. He 
was so excited when it was finished and up in his front yard. Casey added 
some items to get the box started. He put in two cans of corn, three new 
toothbrushes, bottles of water, shampoo, and three bars of soap. Next to the 
box, Casey attached a sign. It said: TAKE SOMETHING WHEN YOU NEED IT. 
DONATE SOMETHING WHEN YOU CAN. 
Casey checked the box every morning before school and every evening 
before bed. After just a day, both cans of corn were gone. The next day, the 
soap and shampoo were gone too. By the end of the week, the box was 
empty. Casey was so excited that people were using the box and getting 
basic things they needed. But, he thought that some of his neighbors would 
also donate to it. However, the box remained empty until Casey went to the 
store with his allowance. He bought some toilet paper and granola bars to fill 
the box up again. 
The same thing happened the next week. It happened again the week after 
that. As soon as Casey filled the box, it emptied. Then it remained empty. It 
seemed that many wanted to use the box, but few wanted to donate. 
Casey still got up early to check the box each morning. He checked it again 
each evening before bed. Nothing changed. Casey became discouraged. 
Plus, he was running out of allowance to fill up the box.

1

THE blessing bOX
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Then one morning, Casey walked out to check the box before school. He 
wasn’t surprised when he didn’t see any donations. However, he saw a 
small folded piece of paper on the top shelf. Casey opened it and saw 
only two words handwritten on the paper: Kindness matters. 
Casey was confused, but he was also hopeful. Even though there were 
no items in the box, the note made him feel better. He was thankful that 
someone noticed the box and thought enough to leave a note of 
kindness. He ran inside, got some duct tape, and attached the note to 
the box’s pole. He figured that if he felt hopeful after reading the note, 
others would too.  
The same day, Casey checked the box after school. Once again, he was 
sad when he saw that no items had been donated. However, he saw 
another folded piece of paper. He opened it and read another few 
words in the same handwriting as the morning’s note. This time, it said: It is 
better to give than to receive. 
Casey smiled. He ran again to get the tape to attach the note to the 
pole. Even though the box was still empty, Casey's heart was full. At least 
someone was paying attention to the box besides him. 
The notes continued to appear in the box twice a day for the next week. 
Casey loved finding them and reading messages like Love your neighbor 
and Pay it forward. Each note uplifted Casey’s spirits. He continued to 
tape every single one to the pole.  
Casey stared at the box whenever he was home. He wanted to find the 
secret stranger leaving the notes. However, Casey couldn’t seem to 
catch the person. He figured the stranger must be leaving the notes in the 
middle of the night when Casey and his family were asleep. The person 
must be coming again when he was at school and his parents were at 
work. Although Casey couldn’t catch the stranger, he did notice more 
neighbors stopping to look at the box. It seemed like they were reading 
the notes too. However, the box still stayed empty.  
One morning, Casey was looking forward to reading the day's note. He 
was shocked when the box was empty.There were no cans, bottles, or 
even notes. Casey was heartbroken. Right away, he went inside and put 
his head on the kitchen table. 
“What’s wrong?” Casey’s dad asked as he came into the kitchen.
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Casey sighed and said, “I think it’s time to take down the Blessing Box.” 
“Why’s that?” his dad asked. 
“I have no items and now I have no notes.  I thought people would at 
least get some happiness from the notes. Now, I don’t even have those.” 
“Don’t panic yet,” his dad said. “Maybe your note stranger is sick today. 
Don't give up so fast. Plus, I think you’ll get some donations. Someone is 
bound to offer something soon.” 
“I’m not sure,” Casey mumbled as he went to get dressed for school. 
Casey was down all day. He knew his dad’s words might be true, but he 
wasn’t sure. When he got home from school, he walked towards the 
Blessing Box. However, he wasn’t sure why. He didn’t expect to find 
anything inside. But, as he got closer, he saw that the door to the box was 
open. He ran the next few yards and was shocked. The Blessing Box was 
bursting. It had canned food, toilet paper, toothbrushes, bottled water, 
soap, and so much more. Casey couldn’t believe his eyes. Then, he 
noticed a small piece of paper in between a couple rolls of toilet paper. 
He removed it and saw familiar handwriting. The note said: 
Thank you so much for this box. I was able to use some of the items a few 
weeks ago when I was laid off from my job. I wanted to donate 
something back, but I couldn’t afford it. I thought that I could give some 
little notes instead. I hope they helped. Thankfully, I am now back to work. 
I wanted to use my first paycheck to help fill this box again. I hope it can 
help someone else the way it helped me. Sincerely, Mr. S 
Casey was so happy. He was thankful that the secret stranger hadn’t 
forgotten about the box. Casey also wished he could tell Mr. S just how 
much the notes meant to him. Even though the stranger couldn’t give 
any items for a long time, Mr. S still gave Casey something special. He 
gave him hope. 
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When Casey was at his grandparents house, he noticed a box on a post at 
the corner of their block. As he and his grandma passed it on a walk one 
afternoon, he asked, “What is that box, Grandma?” 
“That’s a Blessing Box,” she replied. “People can add things like canned 
food, toothpaste, or toilet paper. Then, if people are in need, they can take 
an item out of the box.” 
“Do they have to leave something in return?” Casey asked. 
“They don’t have to,” his grandma said. “However, the hope is that the 
people who use the box will eventually be able to donate to it later down 
the road. That way, they can help others like they were helped.” 
Casey couldn’t stop thinking about the Blessing Box once he returned home 
from his grandparents home. He wanted to put a Blessing Box in front of his 
house too. With his parents’ encouragement and help, Casey constructed a 
box that looked very much like the one in his grandparents’ neighborhood. 
He was so excited when it was finished and installed in his family’s front yard. 
Casey added some items to get the box started: two cans of corn, three 
new toothbrushes, several bottles of water, shampoo, and three bars of 
soap. Next to the box, Casey attached a sign that said: TAKE SOMETHING 
WHEN YOU NEED IT. DONATE SOMETHING WHEN YOU CAN. 
Casey checked the box every morning before school and every evening 
before bed. After just a day, both cans of corn were gone. The next day, the 
soap and shampoo were gone too. In fact, by the end of the week, the box 
was completely empty. Casey was so excited that people were using the 
box and getting some basic necessities. However, he had expected that 
some of his neighbors would also donate to the box. Unfortunately, the box 
remained empty until Casey used his allowance to buy some toilet paper 
and granola bars to fill it up again. 
The same thing happened the next week and the week after that. As soon 
as Casey filled the box, it quickly emptied, then remained empty. It seemed 
that many were interested in using the box, but few were willing to donate. 
Casey still got up early to check the box each morning, then again each 
evening before bed. However, nothing changed. Casey became 
discouraged and he was running out of allowance to fill up the box.
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Then one morning, Casey sleepily walked out to check the box before 
school. He wasn’t surprised when he didn’t see any donations. However, 
he saw a small folded piece of paper on the top shelf. Casey opened it 
and saw only two words handwritten on the paper: Kindness matters. 
Casey was puzzled as he stared at the note, but he was also hopeful. 
Even though there were no items in the box, the note made him feel 
better. He was thankful that someone noticed the box and thought 
enough to leave a small note of encouragement inside. He immediately 
ran inside, got some duct tape, and attached the note to the box’s pole. 
He figured, if he felt hopeful after reading the note, maybe others would 
too.  
The same day, Casey checked the box after school. Once again, he was 
disappointed when he saw that no items had been donated. However, 
he saw another folded piece of paper. He opened it and read another 
few words in the same handwriting as the morning’s note. This time, it said: 
It is better to give than to receive. 
Casey smiled. He immediately ran to get the tape and to attach the note 
to the pole, right under the one from that morning. Even though the box 
was still technically empty, Casey was encouraged. At least someone 
was paying attention to the box besides him. 
The notes continued to appear in the box twice a day for the next week. 
Casey loved finding the notes and reading inspiring messages like Love 
your neighbor and Pay it forward. Each note uplifted Casey’s spirits as he 
read it and he continued to tape every single one to the pole.  
Casey stared at the box whenever he was home. He desperately wanted 
to find the secret stranger depositing the notes. However, Casey couldn’t 
seem to catch the person. He figured the stranger must be leaving the 
notes in the middle of the night when Casey and his family were asleep, 
then again when he was at school and his parents were at work.  
Although Casey couldn’t catch the stranger, he did notice more and 
more neighbors stopping to look at the box and read the notes. However, 
the box still remained empty.  
Then, one morning, as Casey was looking forward to reading today’s 
note, he was shocked when the box was completely empty. In addition 
to there being no food, drinks, or hygiene items, there was also no note. 
Casey was heartbroken, so much so that he immediately went inside and
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put his head on the kitchen table. 
“What’s wrong?” Casey’s dad asked as he came into the kitchen to pour 
a cup of coffee. 
Casey sighed and said, “I think it’s time to take down the Blessing Box.” 
“Why’s that?” his dad asked, taking a sip from his coffee mug. 
“Well, not only is the box empty of items, now it’s empty of notes too. I 
figured if people couldn’t take any items, at least they could take some 
encouragement from the notes. Now, I don’t even have those.” 
“Casey, don’t panic yet,” his dad said. “Maybe your note stranger is just 
sick today or something. I know you look forward to those notes, but you 
shouldn’t give up so fast. Plus, I have a feeling you’ll get some donations 
very soon. People love stopping to read all the notes. Someone is bound 
to offer something soon.” 
“I’m not sure,” Casey mumbled as he trudged out of the kitchen to go 
get dressed for school. 
Casey was down all day. He knew his dad’s words might be true, but he 
wasn’t sure. When he got home from school, he found himself walking 
towards the Blessing Box, although he wasn’t sure why. He didn’t expect 
to find anything inside, not even a note. However, as he got closer, he 
noticed that the door to the box was open. He ran the next few yards 
and was shocked. The Blessing Box was bursting with canned and boxed 
food, toilet paper, toothbrushes, bottled water, soap, and so much more. 
Casey couldn’t believe his eyes. Then, he noticed a small piece of paper 
wedged in between a couple rolls of toilet paper. He removed it and saw 
some familiar handwriting. The note said: 
Thank you so much for this box. I was able to use some of the items a few 
weeks ago when I was laid off from my job. I wanted to donate 
something back, but I couldn’t afford it. I thought that I could give some 
little notes of encouragement instead. I hope they helped. Thankfully, I 
am now back to work. I wanted to use my first paycheck to help fill this 
box again. I hope it can help someone else the way it helped me. 
Sincerely, Mr. S 
Casey was astounded. He was so thankful that the secret stranger hadn’t 
forgotten about the box. Casey also wished he could tell Mr. S just how
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much the notes meant to him. Even though the stranger couldn’t give 
any items for a long time, Mr. S still gave Casey something special. He 
gave him hope. 
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When Casey was at his grandparents house, he noticed a box on a post at 
the corner of their block. As he and his grandma passed it on a walk one 
afternoon, he asked, “What is that box, Grandma?” 
“That’s a Blessing Box,” she replied. “People can add things like canned 
food, toothpaste, or toilet paper. Then, if people are in need, they can take 
an item out of the box.” 
“Do they have to leave something in return?” Casey asked. 
“They don’t have to,” his grandma said. “However, the hope is that the 
people who use the box will eventually be able to donate to it later down 
the road. That way, they can help others just like they were helped.” 
Casey couldn’t stop thinking about the Blessing Box once he returned home 
from his grandparents house. He wanted to put a Blessing Box in his 
neighborhood as well. With his parents’ encouragement and help, Casey 
constructed a box that looked very much like the one he saw on his 
grandparents’ block. He was so excited when the box was finished and 
installed in his family’s front yard. Casey added some items to get the box 
started: two cans of corn, three new toothbrushes, several bottles of water, 
shampoo, and three bars of soap. Next to the box, Casey attached a sign 
that said: TAKE SOMETHING WHEN YOU NEED IT AND DONATE SOMETHING 
WHEN YOU CAN. 
Casey diligently checked the box every morning before school and every 
evening before bed. After just a day, he saw that both cans of corn were 
gone. The next day, the soap and shampoo had disappeared too. In fact, 
by the end of the week, the box was completely empty. Casey was so 
excited that people were using the box and getting some basic necessities. 
However, he had expected that some of his neighbors would also donate to 
the box. Unfortunately, the box remained empty until Casey used his 
allowance to buy some toilet paper and granola bars to fill it up again. 
The same thing happened the next week, then again the week after that. As 
soon as Casey filled the box, it quickly emptied, then remained bare. It 
seemed that many were interested in using the box, but few were willing to 
donate. Casey still got up early to check the box each morning, then again 
each evening before bed. However, nothing changed. Casey became 
discouraged and was rapidly running out of allowance to fill up the box on 
his own.
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Then one morning, Casey sleepily walked out to check the box before 
school. He wasn’t surprised when he didn’t see any donations, but he was 
startled to see a small folded piece of paper on the top shelf. Casey 
opened it and saw only two words handwritten on the paper: Kindness 
matters. 
Casey was puzzled as he stared at the note, but he was also hopeful. 
Even though there were no items in the box, the note made him feel 
better. He was thankful that someone noticed the box and thought 
enough to leave a small note of encouragement inside. He immediately 
ran inside the kitchen, got some duct tape, and attached the note to the 
box’s pole. He figured, if he felt hopeful after reading the note, maybe 
others in the neighborhood would too.  
The same day, Casey checked the box after school. Once again, he was 
disappointed when he saw that no items had been donated. However, 
he saw another folded piece of paper. He opened it and read another 
few words in the same handwriting as the note from that morning. This 
time, it said: It is better to give than to receive. 
Casey smiled. He immediately ran to get the tape and attached the note 
to the pole, right under the one from that morning. Even though the box 
was still technically empty, Casey's heart was full. At least someone was 
paying attention to the box besides him. 
The notes continued to appear in the box twice a day for the next week. 
Casey loved finding the notes and reading inspiring messages like Love 
your neighbor and Pay it forward. Each note uplifted Casey’s spirits as he 
read it and he continued to tape every single one to the pole.  
Casey stared at the box whenever he was home. He desperately wanted 
to find the secret stranger depositing the notes. However, Casey couldn’t 
seem to catch the person. He figured the stranger must be leaving the 
notes in the middle of the night when Casey and his family were asleep, 
then again when he was at school and his parents were at work. 
Although Casey couldn’t catch the stranger, he did notice more and 
more neighbors stopping to look at the box and read the notes. However, 
the box still remained empty.  
Then, one morning, as Casey was looking forward to reading today’s 
note, he was shocked when the box was completely empty. In addition 
to there being no food, drinks, or hygiene items, there was also no note. 
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Casey was heartbroken, so much so that he immediately went inside and 
put his forehead on the kitchen table. 
“What’s wrong, pal?” Casey’s dad asked as he came into the kitchen to 
pour a cup of coffee. 
Casey sighed as he mumbled, “I think it’s time to take down the Blessing 
Box.” 
“Why’s that?” his dad asked, taking a sip from his coffee mug. 
“Well, not only is the box empty of items, now it’s empty of notes too. I 
figured if people couldn’t take any items, at least they could take some 
encouragement from the notes. Now, I don’t even have those.” 
“Casey, don’t panic yet,” his dad said sympathetically. “Maybe your note 
stranger is just sick today or something. I know you look forward to those 
notes, but you shouldn’t give up so fast. Plus, I have a feeling you’ll get 
some donations very soon. People love stopping to read all the notes. 
Someone is bound to offer something soon.” 
“I’m not sure,” Casey grunted as he trudged out of the kitchen to go get 
dressed for school. 
Casey was down all day. He knew his dad’s words might be true, but he 
wasn’t sure. When he got home from school, he found himself walking 
towards the Blessing Box, although he wasn’t sure why. He didn’t expect 
to find anything inside, not even a note. However, as he got closer, he 
noticed that the door to the box was open. He ran the next few yards 
and was shocked as he saw that the Blessing Box was bursting. It was 
stuffed full of canned and boxed food, toilet paper, toothbrushes, bottled 
water, soap, and so much more. Casey couldn’t believe his eyes. Then, 
he noticed a small piece of paper wedged in between a couple rolls of 
toilet paper. He removed it and saw some familiar handwriting. The note 
said: 
Thank you so much for this box. I was able to use some of the items a few 
weeks ago when I was laid off from my job. I wanted to donate 
something back, but I couldn’t afford it. I thought that I could give some 
little notes of encouragement instead. I hope they helped. Thankfully, I 
am now back to work. I wanted to use my first paycheck to help fill this 
box again. I hope it can help someone else the way it helped me. 
Sincerely, Mr. S
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Casey was astounded. He was so thankful that the secret stranger hadn’t 
forgotten about the box. Casey also wished he could tell Mr. S just how 
much the notes meant to him. Even though the stranger couldn’t give 
any items for a long time, Mr. S still gave Casey something special. He 
gave him hope. 
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Cora’s Club
Cora loved cars. She loved the different styles, colours, and body types. She 
loved the sound of a revving engine and the smell of the exhaust. She loved 
cars so much that she even started her school’s car club. 

Cora spent weeks setting up the club. She got the shop teacher, Mr. Foster, to 
be the lead teacher. Cora also found members and many joined. Two other 
girls signed up, but the rest of the club was boys. Cora was fine with that. She 
didn’t care who the other kids were, as long as they loved cars as much as 
she did. 

The first task for the club was to raise some money. They had a car wash. It 
was a good way to make money. The car wash was a huge success. In just 
one day, they made enough money to buy a used car. The car was old. It’s 
body was more rust than paint. It also had lots and lots of miles on it. But Cora 
didn’t mind. The car was for the club to practice fixing and taking care of it.  

Once they had the car, the club kids got to work. With only two after-school 
meetings, they learned how to replace a cabin filter, change spark plugs, 
and refill brake fluid. After just a month, the club members learned how to 
jump start a battery and replace headlights.  

Cora loved all the club meetings. She soaked up new skills and ideas like a 
sponge. In fact, the car club was all she talked about. Her parents took 
notice. 

“You must really be liking the club,” Cora’s dad said at dinner one night. “I’m 
pretty sure you know more about cars than I do now.” 

“Speaking of cars,” Cora’s mom said to her husband, “I need you to take the 
van into the shop this week for an oil change.” 

“My week is pretty busy, dear,” he told her. “I’m not sure if I can fit it in.” 
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“And we are so proud of you,” Cora’s mom said. “But the world doesn’t 
always believe that girls and boys are so equal. It often shows up in little ways, 
like at the repair shop. When I take the car in for an oil change, it costs $85. 
But when your dad takes the same car in, he only pays $45. When I take it in 
they always assume, because I am a girl, I know nothing about cars. They 
add on extra 'necessary things' like an air filter, brake job, or tire. Or they 
assume I cannot make a decision about the car without talking to your dad."  

Cora was outraged and shouted, “But that’s ridiculous!” 

“I agree,” her mom said. “I’ve even talked to the shop about it. Their 
manager just says that they are trying to help.” 

“But this type of stuff doesn’t just happen at the repair shop,” Cora’s dad 
chimed in. “Your mom has to pay more for items like deodorant and razors as 
well. Our hair is the same length, but she pays more to get it cut. Her clothing 
costs more to buy, and it's more expensive to take her shirts to the dry 
cleaner.” 

Cora was confused and asked, “Why can’t you take the car into the shop, 
Mom?” 

“Because it’s more expensive if I take it. Your dad doesn’t have to pay as 
much,” she replied. 

Now Cora was even more confused. She asked, “What do you mean? Why 
does it matter who brings the car in?” 

Cora’s mom took a deep breath and looked at Cora in the eye. She said, 
“You know how we’ve always told you girls can do anything that boys can 
do?” 

“Of course,” Cora nodded. “That’s why you wanted me to start the car club.” 

“Really? Why?” Cora asked with increasing frustration. 

“It’s a part of how boys and girls are unequal in the world,” Cora’s mom 
said with a sigh. “Generally, males are given more privilege in the world
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“That’s right,” Cora’s dad agreed. “The more these issues are discussed, the 
more likely they are to change.” 

“I guess that makes sense, but it doesn’t seem like it’s enough,” Cora said, 
sitting back down. 

“Well, you’re doing something to help, Cora,” her dad explained. “You 
started a club based on something you love. Even though cars are often 
thought of as a boy hobby, you didn’t care. You wanted to keep learning 
more about them.” 

“I think I need to start another new club at school,” Cora said with a smirk. 

“I think you’re right,” Cora’s mom said, giving her daughter a high five. “Let’s 
get planning.

than females. This happens with issues like paying more for car repairs, but also 
bigger ones as well. For example, women are often paid less than men for 
doing the same job over their lifetime.” 

Cora was growing more and more upset. She stood up on her side of the table 
and asked, “So, what are we going to do about this?” 

“What do you mean?” her dad asked. “You mean about the car?” 

“No! I mean, yes! I mean… all of it!” Cora replied forcefully.  

“Well, a lot of people don’t know that this is a problem in the first place,” 
Cora’s mom said. “The first thing we can do is talk about it more with our family 
and friends. Sometimes people don't see their own privilege because it's not a 
problem for them.” 
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Cora loved cars. She loved the different styles, colours, and body 
types. She loved the sound of a revving engine and the smell of 
exhaust. She loved cars so much that she even founded her school’s 
mechanics club. 

Cora spent weeks setting up the club. She convinced the shop 
teacher, Mr. Foster, to be the sponsor. Cora also recruited members 
and several joined right away. Two other girls signed up, but the rest of 
the club was rounded out by boys. Cora was fine with that. She didn’t 
care who the members were, as long as they loved cars as much as 
she did. 

The first task for the club was to raise some money. They decided a 
car wash would be a good fundraiser. Under Cora’s leadership, the 
car wash was a huge success. In just one day, they raised enough 
money to actually buy a used car. Sure, the car was beat up. Its body 
was more rust than paint. It also had hundreds of thousands of miles 
on it. But Cora didn’t mind. The car was for her and the other club 
members to practice oil changes, tune-ups, and details.  

Once they had the car, the club members got to work. With only two 
after-school meetings under their belts, they could already replace a 
cabin filter, change spark plugs, and refill brake fluid. After just a 
month, the club members also learned how to jump start a battery 
and replace headlights.  

Cora loved every club meeting. She took in all the information like a 
sponge. In fact, the mechanic’s club was all she seemed to talk 
about. Her parents took notice. 

“You must really be enjoying the club,” Cora’s dad said at dinner one 
night. “I’m pretty sure you know more about cars than I do now.” 
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Cora was confused and asked, “Why can’t you take the car into the 
shop, Mom?” 

“Because it’s more expensive if I take it. Your dad doesn’t have to pay 
as much,” she replied. 

Now Cora was even more confused. She asked, “What do you mean? 
Why does it matter who brings the car in?” 

Cora’s mom took a deep breath and looked her daughter in the eye. 
She said, “You know how we’ve always told you girls can do anything 
that boys can do?” 

“Of course,” Cora nodded. “That’s why you encouraged me to start 
the mechanics club.” 

“And we are so proud of you,” Cora’s mom replied. “But the world 
doesn’t always believe that girls and boys are so equal. It often shows 
up in little ways, like at the repair shop. When I take the car in for an oil 
change, it costs $85. But when your dad takes the same car in, he only 
pays $45. When I take it in they always assume, because I am female, I 
know nothing about cars. They add on extra 'necessary things' like an 
air filter, brake job, or tire rotation. Or they assume I cannot make a 
decision about the car without talking to your dad first."  

Cora was outraged and shouted, “But that’s ridiculous!” 

“I completely agree,” her mom said nodding. “I’ve even spoken to the 
shop about it. Their manager just says that they are trying to help.”

“Speaking of cars,” Cora’s mom said to her husband, “I need you to 
take the van into the shop this week for an oil change.” 

“My week is pretty busy, dear,” he replied. “I’m not sure if I can fit it in.” 
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“Unfortunately, it’s just a part of gender inequality in the world,” 
Cora’s mom explained with a sigh. “Generally, males are given 
more advantages in the world than females. This happens with 
issues like paying more for car repairs, but also bigger ones as well. 
For example, women are often paid less than men for doing the 
same job.”  

Cora was growing more and more upset.  She finally stood up on 
her side of the table and asked, “So, what are we going to do 
about this?” 

“What do you mean?” her dad asked in confusion. “You mean 
about the car?” 

“No! I mean, yes! I mean… all of it!” Cora responded forcefully.  

“But this type of stuff doesn’t just happen at the repair shop,” Cora’s 
dad chimed in. “Your mom has to pay more for items like deodorant 
and razors as well. Our hair is the same length, but she pays more to get 
it cut. Her clothing costs more to buy, and it's more expensive to take 
her shirts to the dry cleaner.” 

“Really? Why?” Cora asked with increasing frustration. 

“Well, a lot of people don’t know that this is a problem in the first 
place,” Cora’s mom said. “The first thing we can do is discuss 
gender inequality more with our family and friends. Sometimes 
people don't see their own privilege because it's not a problem for 
them.”

ARL:	3.8
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“That’s right,” Cora’s mom said. “You’re showing other girls that it’s okay 
to like cars. You’re also showing them that they can be leaders. You got 
that club off the ground in no time. You were even able to buy a car 
after just one fundraiser!” 

Cora drummed her fingers on the table as she continued to think. She felt 
good about what she had accomplished, but she knew there had to be 
more she could do. Finally, she got an idea. Without warning, she ran 
from the table. She came back just a minute later with a blank piece of 
paper and a marker. 

“What’s that for?” Cora’s mom asked. 

Her parents watched closely as Cora wrote “GENDER EQUALITY CLUB” at 
the top of the page. 

“I think I need to start another new club at school,” Cora said with a 
smirk. 

“I think you’re right,” Cora’s mom said, giving her daughter a high five. 
“Let’s get planning.”

“That’s right,” Cora’s dad agreed. “The more these issues are discussed, 
the more likely they are to change.” 

“I guess that makes sense, but it doesn’t seem like it’s enough,” Cora 
said, sitting back down. 

“Well, you’re already doing something to help, Cora,” her dad 
explained. “You started a club based on something you love. Even 
though cars are often thought of as a boy hobby, you didn’t care. You 
wanted to keep learning more about them.” 
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Cora’s Club
Cora loved cars. She loved the variety different styles, colours, and 
body types. She adored the sound of a revving engine and the smell 
of exhaust. She loved cars so much that she even founded her school’s 
mechanics club. 

Cora spent weeks setting up the club and arranging all the details. She 
convinced the shop teacher, Mr. Foster, to sponsor the club as the lead 
teacher supervisor. Cora also recruited members and several joined 
right away. Two other girls, Brittany and Annabelle, joined too. She 
didn’t care who the members were, as long as they loved cars as 
much as she did. 

The first task for the club was to raise some money. They decided that 
a car wash would be an excellent fundraiser. Under Cora’s leadership, 
the car wash was a huge success. In just one day, they raised enough 
money to actually buy a used car to practice their skills on. Sure, the 
car was beat up. Its body was covered with more brown rust than its 
original blue paint. It also had hundreds of thousands of miles on it. But 
this didn't discourage Cora in the least. The car was for her and the 
other club members to practice oil changes, tune-ups, and details.  

Once they had the car, the club members got to work. With only two 
after-school meetings under their belts, they could already replace a 
cabin filter, change spark plugs, and refill brake fluid. After just a 
month, the club members also learned how to jump start a battery 
and replace the car's headlights.  

Cora loved every club meeting. She took in all the information like a 
sponge. In fact, the mechanic’s club was all she seemed to talk about. 
Her parents definitely took notice. 

B
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school’s	mechanics	club.	

“You must really be enjoying the club,” Cora’s dad exclaimed at dinner 
one night. “I’m pretty sure you know more about cars than I do now.” 

“Speaking of cars,” Cora’s mom said to her husband, “I need you to 
take the van into the shop this week for an oil change.” 

“My week is pretty busy, dear,” he replied. “I’m not sure if I can fit it in.” 

Cora was confused and asked, “Why can’t you take the car into the 
shop, Mom?” 

“Because it’s more expensive if I take it. Your dad doesn’t have to pay 
as much,” she replied. 

Now Cora was even more confused. She asked, “What do you mean? 
Why does it matter who brings the car in?” 

Cora’s mom took a deep breath and looked her daughter in the eye. 
She said, “You know how we’ve always told you girls can do anything 
that boys can do?” 

“Of course,” Cora nodded. “That’s why you encouraged me to start 
the mechanics club.” 

“And we are so proud of you,” Cora’s mom replied. “But the world 
doesn’t always believe that girls and boys are so equal. It often shows 
up in little ways, like at the repair shop. When I take the car in for an oil 
change, it costs $85. But when your dad takes the same car in, he only 
pays $45. When I take it in they always assume, because I am female, I 
know nothing about cars. They quote me more and add on extra 
'necessary things' like an air filter, brake job, or tire rotation. Or they 
assume I cannot make a decision about the car without talking to your 
dad first."  

Cora was outraged and shouted, “But that’s ridiculous!”

BRL:	4.3
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“I completely agree,” her mom said, nodding. “I’ve even spoken to the 
shop about it. Their manager just says that they are trying to help.” 

“But this type of stuff doesn’t just happen at the repair shop,” Cora’s 
dad chimed in. “Your mom has to pay more for items like deodorant 
and razors as well. Our hair is the same length but she pays more to get 
it cut. Her clothing costs more to buy and it's more expensive to take 
her shirts to the dry cleaner.” 

“Really? Why?” Cora asked with increasing frustration. 

“Unfortunately, it’s just a part of gender inequality in the world,” Cora’s 
mom explained with a sigh. “Generally, males are given more 
advantages in the world than females. This happens with issues like 
paying more for car repairs, but also bigger ones as well. For example, 
women are often paid less than men for doing the same job.” 

Cora was growing more and more upset. She finally stood up on her 
side of the table and asked, “So, what are we going to do about this?” 

“What do you mean?” her dad asked in confusion. “You mean about 
the car?” 

“No! I mean, yes! I mean… all of it!” Cora responded forcefully.  

“Well, a lot of people don’t know that this is a problem in the first 
place,” Cora’s mom said. “The first thing we can do is discuss gender 
inequality more with our family and friends.” 

“That’s right,” Cora’s dad agreed. “The more these issues are 
discussed, the more likely they are to change.” 

“I guess that makes sense, but it doesn’t seem like it’s enough,” Cora 
said, sitting back down.

BRL:	4.3
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“Well, you’re already doing something to help, Cora,” her dad 
explained. “You started a club based on something you love. Even 
though cars are often thought of as a boy hobby, you didn’t care. You 
wanted to keep learning more about them.” 

“That’s right,” Cora’s mom said. “You’re showing other girls that it’s 
okay to like cars. You’re also showing them that they can be leaders. 
You got that club off the ground in no time. You were even able to buy 
a car after just one fundraiser!” 

Cora drummed her fingers on the table as she continued to think. She 
felt good about what she had accomplished, but she knew there had 
to be more she could do. Finally, she got an idea. Without warning, 
she ran from the table. She came back just a minute later with a blank 
piece of paper and a marker. 

“What’s that for?” Cora’s mom asked. 

Her parents watched closely as Cora wrote “GENDER EQUALITY CLUB” 
at the top of the page. 

“I think I need to start another new club at school,” Cora said with a 
smirk. 

“I think you’re right,” Cora’s mom said, giving her daughter a high five. 
“Let’s get planning.” 
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