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Terms of Use!

Thank you for your purchase! By purchasing this resource, you are agreeing 
that the contents are the property of Madly Learning and licensed to you 
only for classroom/personal use as a single user. I retain the copyright, and 
reserve all rights to this product. !

YOU MAY: !

!  Use items (free and purchased) for your own classroom students, or your 
own personal use. !

!  Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional 
development workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is both 
credit given to myself as the author and a link back to my TPT store is 
included in your post/presentation. !

!  Distribute and make copies of free items only to other teachers 
PROVIDED there is credit given to Madly Learning and a link back to my 
TPT store.!

YOU MAY NOT: !

!  Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/
attempt to remove the copyright/watermarks. !

!  Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free. !

!  Post this document for sale/free elsewhere on the internet (this includes 
Google Doc links on blogs). !

!  Make copies of purchased items to share with others is strictly forbidden 
and is a violation of the Terms of Use, along with copyright law. !

!  Obtain this product through any of the channels listed above.  !

Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics 
while using this product.!

If you encounter an issue with your file, notice an error, or are in any way 
experiencing a problem, please contact me (info@madlylearning.com) and 
I will be more than happy to help sort it out!!

Thank you " Madly Learning!
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Out
Check it Thank you for purchasing this unit.  

Please check out my other units on my 
TPT store.   I hope that you enjoyed it 
and found it useful.  If you would like 
to see more of my products please 

check out the links below.   

**************************************

4th Grade

**************************************

5th Grade

Combined Grade 4/5

Science & Social Studies Bundles

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Gr-5-Conservation-of-Energy-Unit-1569168
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rocks-and-Minerals-Unit-Interactive-Notebook-and-ResearchInquiry-Project-1543221
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/45-Combined-Rocks-and-Minerals-and-Conservation-of-Energy-1571036
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/45-Forces-Acting-and-Structures-and-Pulleys-and-Gears-1989775
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Gr-5-Forces-Acting-on-Structures-1994656
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Gr-4-Pulleys-and-Gears-1994634
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/45-Combined-Science-and-Social-Studies-Bundle-2040405


©
 2

02
1 

M
a

d
ly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 

Habitats Research Articles

4

Table of Contents

Page # Title

5 Polar Region Habitat

7 Tropical Rainforest Habitat

10

Life in the Ocean
- Introduction 
- Arctic Ocean 
- Temperate Ocean 
- Tropical Ocean

14 Coniferous Forest

17 Grassland

19 Desert

22 Endangered Animals



©
 2

02
1 

M
a

d
ly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 

There may not be many people in these regions, but there are many animals 
that call this cold region home.  The Arctic region is home to a diverse group 
of wildlife that has successfully adapted or learned how to live in the cold 
climate.  Animals like polar bears, arctic fox,  arctic wolves, and snowy owls 
are just some of the successful animals that live in these extreme conditions.  
Some of these adaptations include having thick fur, layers of fat to keep 
warm, white fur to blend in with the snow, and the ability to hibernate in the 
coldest parts of the winter.  In Antarctica, animals such as penguins migrate 
long distances for both food and safe places to have their babies. They can 
go 

Polar Region Habitat

5

Even though the ground is frozen and the 
temperature is very cold there is still life in  
the polar region habitat.  In the Arctic, 
there are millions of people that call this  
place home in countries like Canada  
Russia, Greenland, Norway, Finland, and  
Sweden.  Antarctica does not have any 
people living there permanently.  The only

The polar region habitat can be found on the top and the bottom of 
the globe.  These places are called the Arctic and Antarctica.  This 
region is very cold.  In the winter, the Arctic region has been as cold as 
-50oC.  Antarctica can be even colder where the lowest temperature 
ever recorded was -89oC.  The polar region habitat has only two 
seasons, summer and winter.  But even in the summer the ground stays 
frozen.  The ground in the polar region habitat is called the tundra. In 
the summer, the top layer of the tundra defrosts.  However, under this 
top layer, the ground remains frozen solid.  We call the ground that is 
permanently frozen permafrost. 

people living in Antarctica are scientists who are doing scientific research. 

long periods of time without water or 
food.  Most animals in the polar regions 
are carnivores.  Most plants have a 
hard time growing in the cold, frozen 
environment.  Some plants like moss, 
lichen, grass, and flowers are able to 
survive in the summer on the defrosted 
ground of the tundra.  
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Humans have an impact on the polar region habitat in many different ways.  
The polar region faces problems from pollution, climate change, the oil and 
gas industry, and overfishing.  The polar region is getting warmer and many 
animals’ habitats and migration routes are being lost due to the expansion 
of businesses into these regions.   

Climate Change 
In the last 100 years, the average temperature of the polar regions has 
increased by ten degrees.  It continues to get warmer there and is 
increasing in temperature faster than other habitats around the world.  The 
amount of ice that stays frozen in the summer months is decreasing as more 
and more ice melts each summer.  This is affecting the wildlife in this region 
because they are losing parts of their habitat.  Polar bears, for example, use 
the ice to hunt and live.  Polar bears walk out onto the ice covered ocean 
to hunt for seals.  Without the ice, they are separated from their main source 
of food.   Some suffer malnutrition and starve.  Since 2008, the polar bear 
has been considered a threatened species.  

Pollution 
Although there are not as many people in the polar region habitat there are 
still many pollution problems.  Pollution is carried from other parts of the 
world through the water and ocean currents.  When the animals in the 
arctic and antarctic region eat these polluted foods the toxins stay in the 
animal.  The levels of these toxins increase in animals that are higher on the 
food chain.  This process is called biomagnification.   

Oil and Gas Industry 
The arctic and antarctic regions are rich in natural resources such as oil and 
gas.  As humans, we rely on oil and gas to live in our world today.  
Companies want to take out the oil and gas from deep under the ground in 
this region.  However, there are some risks to this in the polar region.  Taking 
oil and gas from this region is not easy since the ground is covered in ice.  
So, a lot of people and industry are needed to help get these resources.  As 
a result, habitats are destroyed and animals are affected.  Some animals 
lose their main habitat while other animals use the land as a pathway to 
migrate  south for the cold months.  Another problem with this industry is the 
potential for oil or gas spills.  This has happened before in this region and has 
had major negative impacts on the region. 

Polar Region Habitat
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Tropical Rainforest

7

Habitat

Many of the plants and animals in 
the rainforest are quite unique.  
Rainforests have a lot of 
biodiversity.  Biodiversity means 
that there are many different 
plants and animals and they are 
spread out across the rainforest.  
This is important because it 
prevents disease from spreading 
quickly between similar plants.  It 
also helps the animals in the 
habitat eat a variety of foods that 
bloom all year long.  Rainforests 
are home to many plants that are 
used in many medicines, including 
medicines that help to treat 
cancer.   

The tropical rainforest is a unique 
habitat.  There are three main places 
where you can find tropical rainforests.  
You can find tropical rainforests in South 
America better known as the Amazon.  
You can also find them in Malaysia and 
Africa.  The rainforests in Malaysia is the 
oldest rainforest in the world.  Tropical

rainforests are warm all year long. This habitat is called a rainforest for 
a reason.  In one year a rainforest will get more than 325 cm (100 in) 
of rain.  That makes them very wet and humid.  



©
 2

02
1 

M
a

d
ly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 

Tropical Rainforest

8

Scientists used to think that the soil in the 
rainforest must be very good and rich in 
nutrients. However this is not the case at all.  
The soil of the rainforest is not great.  All of the 
rain washes away most of the nutrients and the 
extremely tall trees have a shallow root system.  
Decomposers quickly take leaves and other 
debris and convert it into nutrients

Habitat
Trees are a key feature of the tropical rainforest 
habitat.  The trees in the rainforest are extremely 
tall.  They grow straight up and can be as tall as  
70 m (230 ft).  That is about as tall as a 25 storey 
building.  There are three different levels of trees in the 
rainforest.   

The tallest trees are part of the Emergent layer.  The 
top of these trees are shaped like an umbrella and 
they are spread further apart.  Below the emergent 
trees is the upper canopy.  These trees are small and 
form a thicker layer of trees.  Only the tops of these 
trees will get sunlight.  The understory is below the 
canopy and generally consists of smaller tall tress, 
bushes, vines and tree trunks from the larger trees of 
the canopy and emergent layer. Finally there is the 
forest floor.  Because of the thick tall trees it is very 
shaded on the forest floor.  Only a few plants will grow 
there.   

which are quickly absorbed by the plants and trees.  Plants have also 
adapted to the environment.  Many plants in the understory and forest 
floor have leaves that have drip edges or grooves to help it drain the 
water quickly.  They also have huge leaves that follow the path of the 
sun so they get the most sun possible.  Other plants are actually vines 
that climb up the gigantic trees to get closer to the sun.   
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Tropical Rainforest
Habitat

There are many threats to this 
habitat that are easily 
prevented.  Humans are the 
largest threat to this habitat.  
Deforestation is a problem 
and logging companies often 
cut down many parts of the 
forest for profit and farm land.  
Over population is also an 
issue where too many people 
cause a need for more space

the rainforest have very special adaptations.  
Many animals have bright vibrant colours, such 
as the poison dart frogs.  Other animals like sloths 
have adapted to live and climb in the tall trees.  
The sloth hangs in trees and moves very slowly.  
Because they don’t move much algae grows on 
their fur which also helps them blend in and hide 
from predators.  Bengal tigers from the 
Malaysian rainforest also have important 
adaptations.  Their striped coat is darker than 
other large cats and they easily blend in with the

forest floor.  They also have soft foot pads that allow them to move 
quickly and quietly in the forest.  They hunt during the day and the night 
thanks to their eyes being able to see well at night. 

There are many animals in the rainforest.  Each of the three rainforests 
have some similar types of animals, such as monkeys, however, because 
the forest is so diverse all of the monkey species are different.  Animals of  

which means less space for this habitat.  Many of the resources found in 
the rainforest are valuable.  Poachers (people that hunt illegally) can 
earn lots of money for a tiger pelt and other animals.  Poaching 
continues to be a problem.  Many groups are working very hard to make 
it illegal to purchase these animals and to help protect this very 
important habitat.  
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Life in the Ocean

10

The ocean is a diverse habitat that covers most 
of our earth.  The ocean covers 71% of the 
world.  The landscape of this habitat is just as 
mixed under the water as our land is above 
water.  There are mountains, volcanos, and 
deep trenches.  The Mariana Trench is the 
deepest example of an ocean trench.

The ocean is large and has many different 
kinds of habitats throughout its waters.  There 
are three main types of ocean habitats. The 
polar marine habitat is located near the 
north and south poles.  The temperate 
marine habitat is located around the tropic 
of capricorn and the tropic of cancer. 

Oceans are made up of salt water.  This is helpful in colder regions 
because the water does not freeze as quickly as regular water.  The salt 
lets the water get colder before it freezes.  If you ever find yourself stuck 
in the ocean remember do not drink the water.  The saltwater in the 
ocean is made up of 35% salt.  This level of salt is unhealthy for us to drink.  
The water in the ocean does not stay still.  The water in the ocean moves 
around the world following a current.  A current describes the path that 
water flows in the ocean.  Gravity and the magnetic pull of the earth 
determine how currents flow through the oceans.  Currents also transfer 
many valuable nutrients.  These nutrients are helpful to maintaining our 
healthy ocean habitats.  

These temperate ocean habitats have mild waters that are not too hot 
or cold.  Finally there is the tropical habitat.  Tropical ocean habitat are 
found around the equator and are warmer and more colourful than 
the other two habitats.   

The ocean is a deep place and some areas get more sunlight than 
others.  The ocean is about 4 km deep.  Many parts of the ocean have 
not been explored.  Animals in the deeper ocean have adapted to 
live in the dark with little plant life to feed on.  Life in the deep ocean 
gets energy and nutrients from heat vents that spew a chemical that is 
very toxic to almost all life on earth.  
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Life in the Ocean

11

Polar habitats have colder waters and the marine life that live there, 
have needed to adapt to living in colder climates.

Beluga Whale

Arctic Ocean Habitat

Beluga whales are an example of a species that live 
in polar waters.  These whales have adapted to life in 
the icy ocean by not needing a dorsal fin which 
makes it easier to move around the ice covered 
water.  Belugas also have a thick layer of blubber to 
help keep them warm.  

The Arctic Ocean is almost permanently 
covered by ice and is surrounded by land 
from Canada, Russia, and Greenland.  
The Arctic ocean is made up of two main 
basins of water.  A basin is like a very 
large bowl that holds ocean water. These 
basins are formed between ridges, or 
mountain ranges on the ocean floor. 
Within these two large basins there are 
also smaller basins. 

Phytoplankton are the producers in the food chain.  In 
the arctic much of the phytoplankton is frozen inside 
the ice where it forms into sea ice algae in the late 
winter or early spring.  This ice algae phytoplankton, 
just like other phytoplankton, turns carbon dioxide in 
the water into sugar with help from the summer sun in 
a process called photosynthesis.  Then the ice algae is 
eaten by other living things, like the arctic krill.  Ice 
algae does not grow in the winter due to the lack of 
sunlight.  As the summer warms up the ice the ice 
algae will separate from the ice and fall to the ocean 
floor where it is eaten by other marine life, like crabs. 

Arctic Krill feeding on 
Ice Algae

There is still much that is unknown and unexplored about the arctic    
ocean but the threats to the ocean caused by climate change and

melting ice will have huge impacts on the ocean life in this fragile 
habitat



©
 2

02
1 

M
a

d
ly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 

Life in the Ocean

12

Another ocean habitat is the in the 
temperate ocean waters.  This water is not 
too warm and not as cold as the polar 
waters.  The temperate ocean is found 
around the Tropic of Capricorn in the 
southern hemisphere and the Tropic of 
Cancer in the northern hemisphere.  These 
are the midway points between the equator 
and the North and South Poles.  The majority 
of the ocean is considered temperate 
ocean.  It also offers many different types of 
marine life from the smallest plankton to the 
largest blue whale. 

Plankton is the one of the smallest marine life forms 
found in the ocean and it is also the beginning of 
the food chain.  Phytoplankton is a type of plant 
that are carried in the current and around the 
ocean.  Phytoplankton lives in the top sunlit zone in 
the ocean.  In this area the phytoplankton gets its

Phytoplankton

Green Sea Turtle

energy from the sun.  It takes the carbon dioxide in the water and uses 
sunlight to turn it into sugar which is used for energy.  This is called 
photosynthesis. This is the same way a plant on earth works too .  These 
phytoplankton are the producers in the ocean habitat that fish and 
other marine life can eat.   

cold blooded and in colder temperate waters they 
can hold their breath for 3-5 hours.  However these 
turtles lay their eggs on sandy beaches and all of 
the adaptations that make them excellent in the 
water make them slow and at greater risk on land.   

Temperate Ocean Habitat

Green Sea turtles are one of the marine animals that you can find in 
temperate waters.  They have flat and smooth shells and paddle 
shaped flippers that make them excellent swimmers.  They are also 



©
 2

02
1 

M
a

d
ly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 

Life in the Ocean

13

The third ocean habitat in the world 
is the tropical ocean habitat.  This 
habitat is home to vibrant marine life 
and coral reefs.  Coral reefs are 
beautiful and often colourful 
underwater structures that are home 
to a diverse group of marine life. 

Coral Polyps 

Coral reefs are formed by an organism called 
a coral polyp.  These polyps have a soft body 
that creates a hard shell around itself for 
protection.  The polyp combines some natural 
chemicals found in the ocean to create a 
hard shell that is actually limestone.  When the 
polyp dies the limestone shell remains.  Over 
decades colourful limestone structures are 
formed underwater. Coral reefs are in danger

Location of Tropical Oceans

Tropical Ocean Habitat

There are also many different marine animals in tropical oceans.  It is 
this region where you will find sharks, dolphins, seahorses, octopus, 
clownfish, and many more colourful types of fish.  Sharks have adapted 
to this environment in many different ways.  They are expert hunters 
and are able to sense the movement of prey around them through 
their inner ear detecting movement to their nose that senses electrical

due to changes in the environment like climate change, pollution, and 
getting too much sunlight.  Coral reefs around the world have 
experienced a bleaching over the last few decades.  This means that 
they lost some of their colour.  This happens when coral is stressed it loses 
its colour

signals from their prey.  Their body is perfectly 
coloured so that looking at them above you in the 
water they match the light grey/blue sky and looking 
at them below you in the water their darker colour 
blends in with the colour of the deeper darker 
ocean.  Sharks also have sharp serrated teeth like a 
steak knife to eat their prey.   
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Coniferous Forest

14

The coniferous forest is 
located in temperate 
regions of North America, 
Asia and Europe.  It is 
known for having short 
mild summers and long 
cold winters. 

The coniferous forest is easily recognizable 
because it is full of conifer trees.  These trees 
are shaped like cones.  The trees are narrow at 
the top and wider at the bottom.  These are 
the same trees that are used for traditional 
christmas trees.  There is adequate rainfall in 
this habitat to support the growth of these 
trees despite the long cold winters that these 
trees must survive.  The cone shape of the trees 
is great for winter time.  The snow does not 
build up on the branches and falls off easily. 

The coniferous forest is located south of the arctic tundra and north of 
the deciduous forest.  It is also known as the boreal forest.  

The trees are close together and block a 
lot of the sunlight that would get to the 
forest floor.  The forest floor is covered in 
pine, and fungi. Pine needles are not 
easily decomposed in the soil.  This 
makes the soil in the forest very acidic.  
The fungi works to break down the pine 
needles to feed nutrients back to the 
trees. Other plants like small shrubs, 
mosses, and lichen help to contribute to 
the life on the forest floor.  
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Coniferous Forest

15

Life in the coniferous forest is diverse.  Animals in 
this habitat must be able to adapt to the weather 
in this region.  Animals must be able to survive the 
harsh, cold winters.  Animals such as moose, deer, 
caribou, mice, squirrels, wolves, foxes, and bears 
are just some of the animals that live in this 
habitat.  

Bears adapt to this environment by 
hibernating.  They will build up the fat in 
their body called fat stores, and sleep.  
Their bodies will survive the long cold 
winter months by living off these fat stores.  
Hares and foxes will grow thick winter 
coats, to stay warm, so they can survive 
the long winters.  

Herbivores such as moose are perfectly 
adapted for living in coniferous forests.  They 
have hoofed feet that help them walk on the 
snow without sinking in to it.  Their fur also helps 
to keep them warm in the winter and cool in the 
summer.  The hairs in their fur are hollow.  This

Other animals do not physically adapt to this 
environment so they have developed a pattern of 
migration.  This is where they spend their summer 
months in this habitat attracted by the large 
amount of insects and the winter months they will 
leave this habitat for warmer areas only to return 
the following summer.   

helps to trap air in their fur which keeps the cold air out in the winter.  
It also helps them to swim to keep cool in the summer.  Their fur acts 
like water wings to keep them from sinking. Moose are also known for 
their large antlers (only males have antlers) these antlers fall off in the 
winter because they would require too many valuable nutrients from 
the moose.  They also have a very strong sense of hearing and smell.  
This helps in dense forests to sense predators who may be a threat. 
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Coniferous Forest

16

Another impact on this habitat is 
acid rain.  Acid rain is hurts the 
animals and plants in the forest.  It 
happens when fossil fuels like coal 
and oil are burned by things like 
factories and cars.  The smoke from 
these factories goes into the air.  
The smoke contains nitric and 
sulphuric acid.  This acid becomes 
part of the rain which then falls on 
the trees and plants of the forest 
damaging them.  

There are many things that affect the coniferous 
forest and impact the balance of this habitat.  
The trees in these forests are a valuable resource 
for people.  These trees are used for many things 
including wood products and paper.  Logging is 
a major industry in this habitat.  Logging if not 
done in a sustainable way can negatively

impact this habitat.  Sometimes the quickest and cheapest way to 
gather these necessary resources is to clear cut a forest.  This is when all 
of the trees are cut down at once and a barren field is left.  This practice 
has a significant negative impact on the life in this habitat.  The animals 
in this habitat lose their homes when a forest is clear cut.  Additionally, 
this practice exposes the soil to rain, water, and erosion.  

People are another problem impacting coniferous forests.  These forests 
are located in areas with lots of people.  People in these areas are 
expanding into these forests every year.  Human expansion is called 
overpopulation.  When people need space they take this from the forests 
little by little.  As more and more people expand into the forest areas and 
cut down trees to build their homes the amount of space for the animals 
to live is reduced.  With the population getting bigger there is also more 
demand for wood products as well.  There are many things that we can 
do to help stop this including reducing our use of and dependency on 
wood products.  
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Grassland Habitat
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This habitat is home to some of the most 
recognizable animals in the world.  The weather 
in these areas differs greatly between seasons.  
They have cold winters and hot summers.  The 
soil in these areas have a lot of nutrients.  Fires is 
common in the grassland habitats.  Sometimes 
it is started by lightning.  Fire helps to replenish 

Grasslands are covered in, you guessed it, grass.  This is because they get 
too much water to be a dessert by not enough water to be a forest.  They 
are an in between habitat.  Grasses are the most important plant of this 
habitat and grow easily in the rich soil and serve as a plentiful food 
resource for the many birds and herds of animals that wander the land.

by violent thunder and lightning storms.  Fire is 
also frequent during the dry season.  Sometimes 
it is started by nature and thunderstorms in the 
middle of the dry season.  Other times it is 
started by hunters trying to clear the land to 
help them hunt easily.  Grasses in this habitat 
are replenished by the fire and when the wet

season comes they grow quickly and will often become quite tall.  The 
grasses in the Savannah habitat grow much quicker and taller than the 
grasses in a temperate grassland.   

Grasslands are found all around the 
world.  Grasslands can be found in 
North America (called prairies), 
South America (pampas), Eurasia 
(Steppes), Australia (rangelands) 
and in Africa (Savannahs)

and renew this habitat.  The grasses in this habitat are destroyed by the 
fire and will grow back thicker and stronger than before.  Grasses in this 
habitat grow close to the ground and are not harmed when an animal 
snacks on them.  Savannahs are found mostly in Africa.  These types of 
grasslands have two very different seasons.  They have a dry season and 
a wet season.  The beginning of these seasons are often characterized  
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Grassland Habitat

18

Animals that live in grassland habitats have 
adapted well to their environment.  Zebras are an 
example of a herd animal of the Savannah 
grassland. A zebra’s well known black and white 
stripes help to make it hard for predators to target 
one of the heard because they all blend together.  
They also have adapted to run fast.  Their single 
hoofed feet help them to run up to 80km/hr(50mph). 

Another animal that thrives in the grassland habitat is a lion.  Lions live 
in groups.  They can live in groups from 5-20 lions.  Males have large 
manes that circle their heads. These manes show strength and 
dominance to other lions.  They make the male lion look bigger and 
scarier to other predators and prey.  Lions are tan in colour and blend 
into their surroundings.  Female lions are the hunters of the pride. Both 
male and female lions have sharp teeth and claws which helps them
to grab their prey. Lions hunt mostly at 
night.  Chasing their prey takes a lot of 
energy from their muscular body.  Hunting 
at night helps them to save some energy.  
Lions can run 60km/hr (35 mph) but 
because of their smaller hearts cannot run 
at this speed for very long so they have to 
stalk and quickly catch their prey by 
surprise. 

That is faster than most people drive through a city. They also have 
adaptations that allow them to survive on the grasses in their 
environment.  Zebras also have teeth that help to break and chew the 
tough grasses. They also have a special pouch after food leaves their 
stomach that helps them take extra nutrients out of the grasses.  Zebras 
have adapted well to live successfully in the Savannah grassland 
habitat.  

Grasslands are home to many herd animals. The grassland habitat 
supports a large number of these herd animals.  Bison, zebras, elk and 
antelopes are all examples of some common herd animals found in 
grassland habitats.  These herd animals provide a great food source for 
some very recognizable predators such as lions, coyotes and jaguars.  
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Desert Habitat
Deserts are dry. A desert is 
an area of the world where 
the land is barren (poor soil 
so most things won’t grow) 
with very little rain or 
precipitation.   The arctic 
and antarctic regions of the 
world can also be 
considered deserts. 
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Desert habitats make up a large part of the land on earth.  They cover 
about 25% or one quarter of all of the land on earth.   

Let’s look closer at where these hot dry deserts are located.  These hot 
dry deserts are located around of the middle of the earth, called the 
equator.  Some famous deserts are the largest Sahara Desert in 
Northern Africa and the Mojave Desert in North America around 
Arizona.   

These deserts are very dry.  This happens 
because they do not get very much rain. 
In fact deserts get less than 10 inches 
(25cm) of rain each year. The sun also 
helps the water to evaporate  faster than 
it can be replaced by rain. The soil in a 
desert is often barren and unlike other 
habitats the desert is not covered by

plants.  Deserts are hot during the day but many cool off a lot at night. 
Many deserts are covered by sand and sand dunes.  This is caused by 
the weathering of the rocks in this habitat.  When the temperature 
changes so quickly between day and night this puts a lot of stress on 
the rocks and they break apart.  The sand on the ground picked up by 
the wind helps to weather and break down larger rocks in to smaller 
sand pieces.   Although it may seem like not a lot of life would exist in 
this habitat.  It actually supports a very well adapted habitat.  The 
animals and plants who live in this habitat have special features about 
them that make them a perfect fit for this habitat.  
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Desert Habitat
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The desert is not an easy place for most animals and plants to live.  
Since the desert is so hot and dry, many animals would have to figure 
out how to survive without water.  These adaptations are important to 
survival in this habitat.  Animals and plants in this habitat have adapted 
to this environment by learning how to find, convert, store and save 
water in their bodies to survive.   

If you had to travel through the desert, what animals 
might you take with you.  Many people know that a 
camel is a great choice for travelling through the 
desert.  Camels, unlike horses are better adapted to 
survive in the desert.  Camels can go days without 
water.  But this water is not stored in the camel humps 
like many people think.  Camels are experts at 
conserving energy but limiting the amount of water 

The animals and plants of the desert have special skills that help them 
to survive in the desert.  However this also means that they are at risk 
with slight changes to their habitat and suffer greatly if a new predator 
is introduced, often mistakenly by humans, into the ecosystem.  

The cactus is a popular plant that is well known to 
live in the desert.  A cactus has many adaptations 
that allow it to survive successfully in the desert. It is 
able to store water inside its plant body and save it 
for when it needs it.  Many people know that it is 
not a good idea to hug a cactus.  That is because

that it gets rid of through sweat and urine.  Camels also have to be able 
to walk through sand storms which are common in the desert.  Their 
double set of eyelashes keep their eyes clean.  Their nostrils are also 
narrow slits to prevent sand from getting in their nose.  

a cactus is covered in spikes.  These spikes help the cactus survive in two 
ways.  First the cactus spikes help to protect the plant from animals that 
might eat it.  It is hard to eat something that is covered in sharp spikes.  
Secondly a cactus spikes help protect it from the sun.  Other plants 
have leaves but a cactus has spikes.  Spikes are small and do not dry 
out like leaves in the hot rays of the sun.  
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Desert Habitat
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Deserts are specialized habitats that mean that the animals and plants 
that live there must have special skills and traits that allow them to 
survive in this habitat.  This also means that small changes to the 
environment can also have a large effect on the life there.  There are 
many different threats to desert habitats around the world.   

The number of people that live around and near 
deserts is increasing. Sometimes this means that 
there are more people there than is easily 
supported by the environment.  This is called 
over population.  Unlike the animals and plants 
that live in desert habitats people have not

adapted to this environment and we still require water to survive.  
Water is supplied to people in this area by digging down to the ground 
water supplies deep below the surface.  With overpopulation there is 
not enough water to supply the number of people and it means taking 
more water before the water supplies can be replenished by the 
infrequent rains.  

Drinking water is also affected by 
climate change.  As deserts get 
hotter there is less and less rain in 
the deserts.  This means that the 
ground water deep underground is 
unable to replenish as easily.  Other 
things in the desert are affected by 
climate change too.  Hotter 
temperatures also mean that any 
water or moisture from plants is
evaporated by the sun.  Although the desert does not get a lot of rain, 
it still requires the little that it does get to allow the habitat to survive. 
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Keeping them Here

Endangered animals are animals that are at risk of 
disappearing from earth.  Sometimes there are very few 
animals left of different species.  These animals are said to 
be endangered. There are many animals that have 
already become extinct like the dodo bird and one type 
of black rhino from West Africa.  

Humans depend on wood. We need it 
to build our homes and turn into paper.  
Our need for wood is very high but this 
wood needs to come from somewhere. 
Animals also depend on trees as their 
homes or places they find their food. 

There are many different reasons why an animal becomes 
endangered.  Sometimes the habitat for the animal changes and the 
animal is slow to adapt to these changes.  Habitats are changed by 
humans and the environment.  Other time animals are hunted too 
much and the animals are not able to keep their population strong.  

 Many other animals are endangered too. Animals 
such as the Amur Leopard, the Mountain Gorilla, and 
the northern white rhino, are all very close to 
becoming extinct.  There are only 3 northern white 
rhinos left in captivity in the world.  Scientists are 
working very hard to increase the number of rhinos 
and other endangered animals.  

We need to think about how cutting down the trees we need affects 
the animals that also depend on these trees.  Clear cutting is a 
practice that some logging companies use.  They clear the land by 
cutting down trees.  To prevent this logging companies can agree to 
sustainable logging.  Making sure that they are responsible and keep 
the habitats in good health while still getting the wood they need.  In 
Algonquin Park, in Ontario Canada trees are removed one at a time in 
many different areas of park. 
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Keeping them Here

Humans also have things they like to do for fun.  
Humans hunt and fish for animals.  In North 
America most people don’t need to hunt to eat, 
because now we have a grocery store. When 
someone hunts they take an animal out of the 
food chain.  If too many of the same animal are 
taken out is can have a bad impact on the animal 
species.  Some animals are hunted as trophies so 

that hunters can hang them on the wall.  
Many endangered animals are hunted 
because their fur or horns are valuable to 
sell.  Illegal hunting is called poaching.  
Poaching is a serious concern around the 
world and hurts many endangered 
animals.  Hunters have rules to follow 
about hunting, like how much can be 
hunted.  Poachers ignore the rules and

hunt what ever they want.  This form of irresponsible hunting is a big 
danger to all animals and habitats.  It can hurt the overall health of the 
habitat.  Many animals like the Northern White Rhino are extremely 
endangered due to poaching.  However not all hunting is bad.  
Hunting can also help keep the food chain balanced.  Sometimes 
animals become over-populated and this is bad for the habitat and 
the food chain.  Hunting is encouraged and allowed to help maintain 
this balanced habitat.  Many governments help to control hunting.  
First they find the current number of the animal.  They learn how many 
of that animal is needed within the habitat.  They only allow this to
happen an certain times and place 
many other rules on hunters to be 
responsible when hunting.  This is called 
sustainable hunting.  Most hunters are 
very responsible and follow the rules to 
hunt sustainably and legally. 
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Keeping them Here

There are some things that we can do to help 
protect different animals from becoming extinct.  
One way is to work with environmental groups such 
as the World Wildlife Federation to help protect the 
habitats for these different animals.  You can donate 
to this group to support their efforts to protect these 
animals through their actions and their research.

 Many zoos provide safe areas for some 
endangered animals to live in protected 
environments.  Many zoos help to increase the 
population of these endangered animals by 
using science and medicine.  However not all 
places that call themselves zoos are great to 
animals.  Before you visit a zoo make sure that 
they are well respected and committed 
to animal protection and conservation.

taking too much away from the 
earth’s habitats.  When this happens 
habitats are demolished for more 
farmland, housing for people, land 
for factories and animals are over-
hunted for food or profit.  If we 
reduce what we need, reuse what

we can, and recycle old things into new products we can help to 
decrease the amount that we take therefore preserving the earth’s 
natural habitat. Remember that a lot of the things we use and waste in 
North America are rooted in the environment, so reducing what we use 
is important. 

Want to learn about more animals that are endangered 
and what can be done to help to protect these animals.  

Follow the link or QR code.  
bit.ly/ML-endangeredanimals

Another thing that you can do is to decrease our use of natural resources 
like, trees, animals, and minerals.  When we over use these resources we are 

http://bit.ly/ML-endangeredanimals


25

Credit
Giving Thank you to all the amazing artists who 

create the beautiful design elements 
featured in this product.   

Links to Sources for this package can be 
found here. 

Click Here to learn how to 
earn credit toward your 

next TPT purchase.  

To be the first to know 
about new products, 
freebies and updates 
Follow My TPT Store.  

For ideas and inspiration, 
visit my blog  

Madly Learning 

LET’S CONNECT
I would love to hear from you

**************************************

Adobe Stock

Madly Learning  
Design Elements

©
 2

02
1 

M
a

d
ly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 

http://goo.gl/n74u4d
http://goo.gl/n74u4d
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Tptcredits
http://bit.ly/ML-TPT
http://www.madlylearning.com
http://www.facebook.com/madlylearning
http://www.pinterest.com/madlylearning
http://www.twitter.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
http://www.instagram.com/madlylearning
mailto:info@madlylearning.com?subject=
http://eepurl.com/45dHv
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Interactive-Notebook-Templates-1289821

