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NOTES TO TEACHERS
Thank you so much for purchasing and downloading these 
differentiated readings.  These were created to support 
teachers who have students at a variety of levels in their 
classroom.  

To differentiate between the different levels the sentence 
structure and word choice increase or decrease to meet the 
needs of each reading level.  See the chart on the next page 
to identify the reading band for each text.  

These texts can be used for a variety of purposes.  
• Used for guided reading time with the teacher.  The teacher 

plans the lesson once and then can use the same story 
written at multiple levels.  This allows you to teach once and 
then implement with most of the students in your classroom.   

• Used for independent reading.  Students can read the 
version of the text that best matches their independent 
reading level then complete whatever activity the teachers 
chooses to meet each classroom learning goals.   

• Partner reading to a whole class discussion.  Since the stories 
are the same between the versions.  You can have partners 
with the same level read it together then discuss this as a 
whole group.  

Specific lesson plans are not included in this resource to allow 
teachers to integrate into their own plans as needed.   

However these readings form the guided reading component of 
my Ignited Literacy series.  Within that program there are lesson 
that correspond with each reading along with all of your other 
activities that may be needed to support your language arts 

program.  



Reading Conversion Chart

IL Level AGE Grade DRA F&P Lexile

A 
3.0-4.5 3-4 30-44 N-Q 550-770

B 
4.0-5.5 4-5 40-50 Q-T 770-850

C 
5.0-6.5 5-6 50-68 U-X 850-980

* There is some overlap in the levels due to the topic of the text and needed 
complexity of academic vocabulary

For each reading provided there are three versions.  
The three versions represent three different levels.  
Each text is colour coded and the specific label is 

identified by both colour and letter

Lower 
Level 

A

This level is for students that are in grades 3 and 
4.  The reading use simpler sentences and less 

complex words. 

Middle 
Level 

B

This level is for students that are reading at a 
grade 4-5 grade level.  These passages have a 

both simple and complex sentence structure with 
vocabulary words appropriate for students at this 

level. 

High 
Level 

C

This level is idea for students reading at a grade 
5-6 level.  These passages use more complex 

sentences and expanded vocabulary.



How To:
How to structure your guided reading groups

1
Assess students reading level using a standardized reading assessment such as 
DRA or CASI.  You can also informally assess the students reading level by 
having them read one of the three sample texts and based on their fluency, 
decoding and comprehension skills.

2
Group students into guided reading groups based on their reading levels.  You 
should aim to have four to five groups with 5-6 students per guided reading 
group.  

3
Create a schedule in your language arts class which groups you will meet with 
on what days.  Schedule yourself time each day to meet with at least one guided 
reading group. You also may want to give students the guided reading text prior 
to the guided reading time so they have a chance to pre-read it.  This may save 
time with your group if you need to spend more time focusing on comprehension. 

4
Preview the Text - Teacher Planning
Read the text prior to the week beginning.  Based on your current focus or 
learning goal in writing or reading determine which comprehension and meaning 
strategies you want to focus on for this text.  Highlight your text and make notes 
in your blank lesson plan template. Determine questions that assess literal and 
critical thinking questions.  (see chart on next page)

5
Getting Started - Activating Knowledge/Make Predictions
Introduce the text and ask students to read the first paragraph to themselves in a 
whisper voice.  Once they are done reading ask them to make a prediction about 
what they think the rest of the story will be about. 

6
Reading Check Ins - Listen to Reading
Ask the students to continue to read the text in a whisper voice.  Lean into one 
student and signal to them that you want them to read slightly louder than a 
whisper voice.  Record your observations of their reading skills (fluency, 
decoding) on the recording page. 

7
After Reading - Comprehension
Ask student to identify their understanding of the text. Use the learning goals and 
the questions that you preplanned to ask students.   
Eg. Main Idea: Who is the main character, what is the problem, what is this story 
mostly about. 

8 Assessment
Make notes on each student in relation to their reading behaviour.  



Questioning Stems
LEVEL COMPREHENSION 

STRATEGIES QUESTION STEMS

Remember
recall of facts 
and details

• name 
• list 
• definitions 
• order 
• retell

• Who is _____? 
• Where does the story take place? 
• Why did _______? 
• List the _____ in order 
• How did ____ happen? 
• Who said _____? 
• Define the word _____?

Understand
explain ideas 
and concepts

• main idea 
• classifying 
• comparing 
• Inferring

• Can you describe the main character? 
• What was the main idea? 
• What inference can you make 
• Can you compare ____ to _____? 
• Describe what happens before/after (text event)? 
• Can you paraphrase this paragraph? 
• What facts or ideas support/show ____?

Apply
Focus on the 

parts and how 
they contribute 

to the whole

• Connections 
• Compare to real 

life 
•

• What connections can you make? 
• How would you change____? 
• How would you solve ___? 
• How could you apply what you have learned to ___? 
• Imagine this character in another story what would 

happen? 
• What questions would you ask the character/author in an 

interview?

Analyze
Look at the 

whole text and 
draw 

conclusions

• Drawing 
conclusions 

• Identifying 
themes 

• Compare and 
contrast 

• Summarize 
• Point of View

• Which events are most important? 
• How does the _____ help you to? 
• How would this event be different if we looked at it form 

someone else’s perspective 
• If you were the character how would you have reacted to 

this event? 
• How is ____ related to _____? 
• Select the parts of the story that are the saddest/funniest

Evaluate
make 

judgements 
based on 

criteria

• identify opinion 
• critique 
• using evidence

• How would you improve? 
• What conclusions can you draw about ___? 
• How would you rate this text and why? 
• Which character would you like to be friends with 
• Would it be better if 
• What is your opinion of

Create
Take the 

information and 
use it in 
another 
context.

• make 
• produce 
• create 
• perform

• How could you use what you have read to create 
something new? 

• Plan a short lesson to share your knowledge with 
someone.  

• Could you tell this in a different way 
• What would be a better title for the story/article?



General Expectations
A - Reading for Meaning

Read a variety of texts from diverse cultures

Identify a variety of purposes for reading

Identify a variety of comprehension strategies and use them before, after and during reading 

demonstrate and understanding of a variety of texts by summarizing important ideas and cititng supporting 
details

use stated and implied details to construct meaning. 

Extending understanding of texts and connection the ideas within to other contexts

Analyzing texts and explain how various elements in them contribute to meaning

Make judgements and draw conclusions about the ideas and information in texts and cite evidence to support 
their answer

Identify the point of view presented in a text and ask questions to identify the missing point of view

B - UNDERSTANDING FORM AND STYLE
Analyze a variety of text forms and explain how different characteristics help communicate meaning. 

Identify a variety of organizational text patterns and explain how they help readers understand texts. 

identify a variety of text features and explain how they help readers understand texts

identify various elements of style  and explain how they communicate meaning

C - READING WITH FLUENCY
automatically read and understand most works in common use 

Predict the meaning of and rapidly solve unfamiliar words using semantic, syntactic and graphophonic cues

read appropriate texts with expression and confidence, adjusting reading strategies and reading rate to match 
form and purpose. 

D - REFLECTING
Identify the strategies they found most helpful before during and after reading and explain how these strategies 
help them as a reader. 

Explain how their skills in others areas help them to make sense of what they read. 

ONTARIO LANGUAGE ARTS  CURRICULUM PLANNING HELP
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Guided Reading PLAN

Guided Reading Guide

Getting	Started:		
Activating	
Knowledge	and	
Make	Predictions

Literal	
Comprehension	
Do	students	
understand	main	
idea	and	details	
of	the	story

Extending	
Understanding:	
Analyze,	Evaluate	
or	create

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l ls
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting
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G u i d e d  R e a di n g
text-based assessment tool
Guided Reading Group 1 2 3 4 5 6

Weekly Guided Reading Text ___________________________________

T a r g e t e d  S k i l l s
A - Reading for  

meaning
B - Understanding 

form and style
C - Reading with 

fluency
D - Reflecting

Purpose 
Comprehension strategy 
___________________ 
Analyzing 
Responding to texts 
Point of view

Text forms 
Text patterns 
Text features 
Style

Reading familiar words 
Reading unfamiliar 
words 
Reading fluently

Metacognition 
Interconnected skills 
Goal setting

Student: ________________    RL: ______
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: __________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: __________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: __________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: __________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: __________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Student: ________________    RL: ______
Targets   A:____  B: ____   C: ____  D:____ 
Observations: __________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Next Steps: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
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Guided Reading Notes

Guided Reading Guide

Getting	Started:		
Activating	
Knowledge	and	
Make	
Predictions

Introduce	the	text	to	students.		Review	how	the	title	helps	you	to	understand	
what	the	story	might	be	about.			

Reading:	Each	student	will	read	the	text.		Teacher	will	listen	to	each	student	a	
reading	a	portion	of	the	text	one	at	a	time.	
Record	observations	of	student	reading	behaviour	on	the	Guided	Reading	
Tracking	Page.	

Literal	
Comprehension	
Do	students	
understand	main	
idea	and	details	
of	the	story

Goal:	Identify	the	plot	of	the	story	
Focus:	Review	the	parts	of	the	story	that	give	clues	to	the	main	idea	(characters,	
setting,	events,	solution)	List	these	for	students.		Have	them	dig	through	the	text	
and	highlight	these	parts	of	the	text.		Students	will	share	what	they	learned.			
Questions:	Who	is	the	main	character,	what	is	the	setting,	what	is	the	problem,	
how	is	it	solved.		

Extending	
Understanding:	
Analyze,	
Evaluate	or	
create

Goal:	How	does	the	author	make	the	plot	of	this	story	interesting	to	the	reader.			

Focus:	Focus	on	making	interesting	characters.	Authors	use	a	variety	of	
techniques	to	help	a	reader	connect	with	characters	in	a	story.		They	add	details,	
descriptions	or	reveal	personal	information	about	the	character.		

Questions:	In	what	ways	did	the	author	help	you	to	better	understand	the	
characters	thoughts	and	feelings	about	what	was	happening	in	the	story.			
How	did	these	things	help	you	to	better	understand	the	character	and	why	they	
had	the	problem.		

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l ls
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting

MAKE CONNECTIONS CHARACTERS EXPRESSION STRATEGIES USED

Extending understanding 
of texts and connection 
the ideas within to other 
contexts

Identify a variety of 
organizational text 
patterns and explain 
how they help 
readers understand 
texts. 

read appropriate texts 
with expression and 
confidence, adjusting 
reading strategies and 
reading rate to match 
form and purpose. 

Identify the strategies 
they found most helpful 
before during and after 
reading and explain 
how these strategies 
help them as a reader. 

For	this	guided	reading	excerpt,	read	the	story:	“A	DASH	OF	CONFIDENCE”	3	times.		

SAMPLE



Package J
Levelled Texts

A - Grades 3-4

B - Grades 4-5

C - Grades 5-6



Package J 
Week 1
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Guided Reading PLAN

Guided Reading Guide

Getting	Started:		
Activating	
Knowledge	and	
Make	Predictions

Have the students read the text independently and have an opportunity to 
listen to the whisper a portion of the text to you.  Assess their fluency, decoding 
skills as a reader and make notes on the tracking page provided.  

Have students identify the reading strategies they use to help them better 
understand the text while they were reading and share with the group. 

Literal	
Comprehension	
Do	students	
understand	main	
idea	and	details	
of	the	story

Look at the two characters in the story.  Make a T-Chart on a blank piece of or 
in a student notebook.  At the top of the first column right dad and the top of 
the second column right Andrew. 
With students, and a highlighter, find evidence within the text that supports what 
each character wants. 

Extending	
Understanding:	
Analyze,	Evaluate	
or	create

To extend understanding make a connection to Media. 

Ask students to think of products they can remember that have been endorsed 
by celebrities, athletes, or influencers. Share with students endorsement cards 
and ask them to review.   
Use the following questions to prompt discussion from students 
• What is being promoted? 
• Is this promotion truthful? 
• What does the fact that the influencer is being paid by the company to 

promote this product invalidate they are endorsement of the product? 
• Tell me about a time you bought something based on an endorsement by a 

celebrity athlete or influencer?

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l ls
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting

1.3 Comprehension 
Strategies 2.2 Text Patterns 3.1 Reading Familiar 

Words 4.1 Metacognition

Ask questions when reading 
to help them monitor their 
comprehension. 

Identify the 
organizational text 
patterns of the story. 

Automatically read and 
understand words in 
common use

Identify the strategies 
that they found most 
helpful during reading.  
Explain how these can 
help them be a better 
reader. 

45.6.1

For this guided reading excerpt, read the story, Basketball Shoes for 
Andrew, three times.
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14 Year Deal worth $185 Million 
Includes pay for family members 

and friends

Charlie D’Amilio paid by brands 
like EOS cosmetics and Sabra 

Hummus $25 000 - $100 000 per 
tik-tok post

Christiano Ronaldo is a famous 
football player who makes  
$400 000-$700 00 per post

Neymar Junior is a Brazilian 
soccer player.  He earns over 17 

million a year in endorsement 
deals from Nike, Gillette, & Red 

Bull

Kylie Jenner posts for her own 
Kylie Cosmetics and other brands 

and is rumoured to charge  
$1 million per post. 

Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson is 
an actor and often promotes 

health and fitness brands.  One 
post is worth $400 000-$700 000
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BAsketball shoes
for Andrew

ARL: 3.1

“Look, Dad!” Andrew said. “These shoes will help me run up to five 
times faster!” 

Andrew was pointing to a pair of bright blue basketball shoes. They 
also had yellow trim and laces. They were set on a shelf with a big sign 
under them. On the sign was a photo of a professional basketball player 
wearing the same shoes. He was running down the court, leaving all the 
other players in the dust. 

“These would be great, Dad!” Andrew said as he looked at the shoes. 
“I need to work on my speed.” 

“I don’t know,” his dad said. As he took a closer look at the tag on the 
shoes, he dropped the tag from his hand.  

“What’s wrong, Dad?” Andrew asked. 
“We need to keep looking, Andrew. Those shoes cost as much as all 

the shoes I own.” 
“Ok,” Andrew sighed. “I’ll take a look over there,” he said as he 

turned down the next aisle. Just then, he saw another pair of basketball 
shoes on a tall stand. They were red with black trim. Another professional 
player was on the sign next to the shoes.  

“How about these, Dad?” Andrew asked. “The sign says they will help 
me jump higher.” 

Andrew’s dad looked at the tag. Concern spread across his face. He 
said, “I’m not sure about these either, buddy. There’s still lots of shoes in 
the store. Let’s keep looking.” 

Andrew continued to look through the store's rows of basketball shoes. 
His dad did the same and found several which were inexpensive. 
However, they didn’t feature a celebrity on the tag. Each time Andrew's 
dad held up a pair of shoes, Andrew didn't like something. One pair was 
too boring. They were just white with no other color. Another pair looked 
too basic and had a thick sole. Andrew said

45.6.1
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A

another pair wasn't "sporty enough."  
Andrew then saw another pair of shoes with a different basketball 

player on the tag. This time, the shoes promised to help with both 
jumping and speed. However, Andrew’s dad didn’t bend. He said, 
“These celebrity shoes are too expensive. It's hard to spend so much on 
shoes that you’ll grow out of soon.” 

“But Dad,” Andrew replied, “these will help me play better basketball.” 
“I’m pretty sure they won’t,” Andrew’s dad said. 
Andrew stood with his mouth open wide. He couldn’t believe what his 

dad had said. 
“Of course they will,” Andrew said. “That’s why a pro player wears 

them.” 
“Well, that's not true,” Andrew’s dad said while pulling out his phone. 

He tapped at it for about ten seconds and then showed it to Andrew. 
On the screen was a photo of the basketball player that was also on the 
tag of the shoes. It was an in-game photo of the player taking a jump 
shot. 

“He’s not wearing those shoes in last night’s game,” Andrew’s dad 
said. “The shoes he’s wearing in this photo are totally different from the 
ones in your hands.” 

“That’s weird,” Andrew admitted. “Do you think the ones he’s wearing 
in the game are just a different color?” 

“Nope,” his dad replied. “They’re a different style. The sides of the 
shoes you’re holding are much shorter and the sole is a lot thinner.” 

Andrew looked up at his dad and asked, “But why would he put his 
face on a pair of shoes he doesn’t even wear?” 

Andrew’s dad motioned for him to sit down on the bench in the aisle. 
He crouched down in front of his son and said, “These players get 
offered a lot of money to put their faces on different products. Some of 
them might use the things they’re selling, but plenty others don’t. Just 
because you see a celebrity’s face on a pair of shoes doesn’t mean 
that they’re the best shoes out there.” 

“But which shoes are going to make me a better player, Dad? Those 
are the ones I want,” Andrew said.

45.6.1

RL: 3.1
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“Honestly,” his dad said, “there aren’t any shoes that are going to 
make you a better player. All the shoes you wanted today make 
claims that are impossible to prove. The truth is, getting better at 
basketball has little to do with shoes, Andrew. If you want to get better, 
you need to practice and study the game. You need to eat right, drink 
plenty of water, and stay in shape. That’s how you’ll become a better 
player. It won’t happen with a pair of shoes.” 

“That makes sense,” Andrew said as he looked up at his dad. “So it 
doesn’t matter what shoes I get?” 

“Well, I wouldn’t go that far,” Andrew’s dad replied. “But your focus 
can’t be on the claims. You have to pay attention to how the shoes 
feel on your feet. A shoe that may be great for one player could be 
bad for another. It’s all about the fit that’s right for you.” 

“Ok,” Andrew said. “I guess it’s time to start trying on some shoes.” 

45.6.1

RL: 3.1
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BRL: 4.8

for Andrew
BAsketball shoes
“Look, Dad!” Andrew said. “These shoes will help me run up to five 

times faster than I do now!” 
Andrew was pointing to a pair of bright blue basketball shoes with 

yellow trim and laces. They were perched on a display shelf with a huge 
sign under them. On the sign was a photo of a professional basketball 
player wearing the same shoes. He was running down the court, 
appearing to leave all the other players in the dust. 

“These would be perfect, Dad!” Andrew said as he beamed up at the 
shoes. “I need to work on my speed.” 

“I don’t know,” his dad said as he took a closer look at the tag on the 
shoes. Suddenly, his dad gasped and dropped the tag from his hand.  

“What’s wrong, Dad?” Andrew asked. 
“I think we need to keep looking, Andrew. Those shoes cost about as 

much as all the shoes I currently have in my closet combined.” 
“Ok,” Andrew sighed with a bit of disappointment. “I’ll take a look over 

there,” he said as he turned down the next aisle of the shoe store. Just 
then, he spied another pair of basketball shoes placed carefully on a tall 
acrylic stand. Another professional player was featured on the sign next 
to the shoes, which were bright red and black.  

“How about these, Dad?” Andrew asked, pointing to the shoes. “These 
will help me jump at much as three times higher. It says so right here on 
the sign!” 

Andrew’s dad glanced at the tag and another look of concern 
spread across his face. He said, “I’m not sure about these either, buddy. 
But there’s still a lot of other shoes in the store. Let’s keep looking.” 

Andrew continued to scan the aisles with its rows and rows of 
basketball shoes. His dad did the same and found several pairs which 
were reasonably priced, but didn’t feature a celebrity player on the tag 
or box. Each time his dad held up a pair of the non-celebrity shoes, 

45.6.1
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Andrew had some sort of criticism. One pair was too boring, as they 
were just completely white with no other color. Another pair looked too 
basic and had a thick sole. The last pair he held up was, in Andrew’s 
words, “just not sporty enough.”  

Andrew found himself in front of another pair of shoes with a different 
basketball player on the tag. This time, the shoes promised to help with 
both jumping and speed. However, Andrew’s dad didn’t change his 
tune. He explained, “These celebrity-endorsed shoes are all just so 
expensive. It’s hard to justify spending so much on shoes that you’ll 
grow out of in a year or two.” 

“But Dad,” Andrew replied as he held up the shoes, “these will help 
me play better basketball.” 

“Actually, I’m pretty sure they won’t,” Andrew’s dad said. 
Andrew stood with his mouth agape. He couldn’t believe what his 

dad had just said. 
“Of course they will,” Andrew tried to reason. “That’s why a 

professional player wears them.” 
“That’s actually not true,” Andrew’s dad said while pulling out his 

phone. He tapped at it for about ten seconds and then showed it to 
Andrew. On the screen was a photo of the basketball player that was 
also on the tag of the shoes Andrew was holding. It was an in-game 
photo of the player taking a jump shot. 

“He’s not wearing those shoes in last night’s game,” Andrew’s dad 
said. “The shoes he’s wearing in this photo are completely different 
from the ones in your hands.” 

“That’s weird,” Andrew admitted. “Do you think the ones he’s 
wearing in the game are just a different color?” 

“Nope,” his dad replied. “They’re a completely different style. The 
sides of the shoes you’re holding are much shorter and the sole is a lot 
thinner.” 

Andrew looked up curiously at his dad and asked, “But why would he 
put his face on a pair of shoes he doesn’t even wear, Dad?” 

Andrew’s dad motioned for him to sit down on the bench in the 
middle of the aisle. He crouched down in front of his son and 
explained, “These players get offered a lot of money to put their faces 
on different 

45.6.1

RL: 4.8
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products. Some of them might actually use the things they’re selling,  
but plenty others don’t. Just because you see a celebrity’s face on a 
pair of shoes doesn’t mean that they’re necessarily the best shoes out 
there.” 

“But which shoes are going to make me a better player, Dad? Those 
are the ones I want,” Andrew said. 

“Honestly,” his dad said, “there aren’t any shoes that are going to 
make you a better player. All the shoes you wanted today make claims 
that are almost impossible to prove. The truth is, getting better at 
basketball has hardly anything to do with shoes, Andrew. If you want to 
improve, you need to practice and study the game. You also need to 
eat right, drink plenty of water, and condition your body with plenty of 
running and jumping drills. That’s how you’ll become a better player. It 
won’t happen magically with a pair of shoes.” 

“That makes sense,” Andrew said as he looked up at his dad. “So it 
doesn’t matter what shoes I get?” 

“Well, I wouldn’t go that far,” Andrew’s dad replied. “But your focus 
can’t be on the claims. You have to pay attention to how the shoes feel 
on your feet. A shoe that may be great for one player could be terrible 
for another. It’s all about the fit that’s right for you.” 

“Ok,” Andrew said. “I guess it’s time to start trying on some shoes.” 

45.6.1

RL: 4.8
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CRL: 5.4

for Andrew
BAsketball shoes
“Look, Dad!” Andrew said. “These shoes will help me run up to five 

times faster than I do now!” 
Andrew was enthusiastically pointing to a pair of bright blue 

basketball shoes with yellow trim and laces. They were perfectly 
perched on a display shelf next to a huge photo of a professional 
basketball player wearing the exact same shoes. He was running down 
the court, appearing to leave all the other players in the dust. 

“These would be absolutely perfect, Dad!” Andrew said as he 
beamed up at the shoes. “Coach was just telling me that I need to 
work on my speed during games.” 

“I don’t know,” his dad said as he took a closer look at the shoes. As 
he glanced at the price tag, Andrew's dad suddenly gasped and 
dropped the tag from his hand.  

“What’s the matter?” Andrew asked. 
“I think we need to keep looking around, Andrew. These shoes cost 

about as much as all the shoes I currently have in my closet 
combined.” 

“Ok,” Andrew sighed with a bit of disappointment in his voice. “I 
guess I’ll take a look over there,” he said as he turned down the next 
aisle in the shoe store. Just then, Andrew spied another pair of 
basketball shoes placed carefully on a tall acrylic stand. Another 
professional player was featured on the sign next to the shoes, which 
were bright red and black.  

“How about these, Dad?” Andrew asked, pointing at the flashy 
shoes. “These will help me jump at much as three times higher. Look...it 
says so right here on the sign!” 

Andrew’s dad glanced at the sign, then quickly found the price tag 
before another look of concern spread across his face. He said, “I’m 
not sure about these either, buddy. But there’s still a lot of other shoes in
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the store, so why don't we both keep looking.” 
Andrew continued to scour the aisles with its vast rows of basketball 

shoes. His dad did the same and found several pairs which were 
reasonably priced, but didn’t feature a celebrity player on the tag or 
box. Each time his dad held up a pair of the non-celebrity shoes, 
Andrew had some sort of criticism. One pair was too boring, as they 
were just completely white with no other color at all. Another pair 
looked too basic and had a thick sole, while the last pair he held up 
was, in Andrew’s words, “just not sporty enough.”  

Andrew found himself in front of another pair of shoes with a different 
basketball player on the tag. This time, the shoes promised to help with 
both jumping and speed, however, Andrew’s dad didn’t change his 
tune. He explained, “These celebrity-endorsed shoes are all just so 
unreasonably expensive. It’s hard to justify spending so much on shoes 
that you’ll grow out of in a year or two anyway.” 

“But Dad,” Andrew replied as he held up the shoes, “these will help 
me play better basketball.” 

“Actually, I’m pretty sure they won’t,” Andrew’s dad said 
straightforwardly. 

Andrew stood with his mouth agape as he couldn’t believe what his 
dad had just said. 

“Of course they will,” Andrew tried to reason. “That’s why a 
professional player wears them.” 

“That’s actually not true,” Andrew’s dad said while pulling out his 
phone. He tapped at it for about ten seconds and then showed 
Andrew a photo of the basketball player that was also on the tag of the 
shoes he was holding. It was an in-game photo of the player taking a 
jump shot. 

“He’s not wearing those shoes in last night’s game,” Andrew’s dad 
said. “The shoes he’s wearing in this photo are completely different from 
the ones in your hands.” 

“That’s weird,” Andrew admitted. “Do you think the ones he’s wearing 
in the game are just a different color?” 

“Nope,” his dad replied. “They’re a completely different style. The 
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sides of the shoes you’re holding are much shorter and the sole is a 
lot thinner.” 

Andrew looked up curiously at his dad and asked, “But why would 
he put his face on a pair of shoes he doesn’t even wear, Dad?” 

Andrew’s dad motioned for him to sit down on the bench in the 
middle of the aisle. He crouched down in front of his son and 
explained, “These players get offered a lot of money to put their faces 
on different products. Some of them might actually use the things 
they’re selling,  but plenty others don’t. Just because you see a 
celebrity’s face on a pair of shoes doesn’t mean that they’re 
necessarily the best shoes out there.” 

“But which shoes are going to make me a better player, Dad? Those 
are the ones I want,” Andrew said. 

“Honestly,” his dad said, “there aren’t any shoes that are going to 
make you a better player. All the shoes you wanted today make 
claims that are almost impossible to prove, but the truth is, getting 
better at basketball has hardly anything to do with shoes, Andrew. If 
you want to improve, you need to practice and study the game. You 
also need to eat right, drink plenty of water, and condition your body 
with plenty of running and jumping drills. That’s how you’ll become a 
better player. It won’t happen magically with a certain pair of shoes.” 

“That makes sense,” Andrew said as he looked at his dad. “So it really 
doesn’t matter what shoes I get?” 

“Well, I wouldn’t go that far, but your focus can’t be on the claims," 
Andrew's dad replied. "You have to pay attention to how the shoes feel 
on your feet because a shoe that may be great for one player could 
be terrible for another. You have to make sure the shoes will feel good 
and will hold up throughout your entire basketball season. Basically, it’s 
all about the fit that’s right for you..which means you’ll have to try 
some on and see.” 

“Ok,” Andrew said. “I guess it’s time to start trying on some shoes.” 
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Guided Reading PLAN

Guided Reading Guide

Getting	Started:		
Activating	
Knowledge	and	
Make	Predictions

Have the students read the text independently and have an opportunity to 
listen to the whisper a portion of the text to you.  Assess their fluency, decoding 
skills as a reader and make notes on the tracking page provided.  

Have students identify the reading strategies they use to help them better 
understand the text while they were reading and share with the group. 

Literal	
Comprehension	
Do	students	
understand	main	
idea	and	details	
of	the	story

Carrie isn't sure what she should write her kindness journal her mom points out 
but Carrie did many things that were kind of throughout the day.   

With a highlighter have students go through the text to find evidence of Carrie's 
kindness.

Extending	
Understanding:	
Analyze,	Evaluate	
or	create

Ask students to think about why they think Carrie does not see the kindness in 
her every day actions.   
Ask students to think about kind things others have done for them.  

To extend the understanding of this text how students make connections.  If they 
were given a task to write a kindness journal what tasks do they do throughout 
the day that could be considered kind.

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l ls
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting

1.3 Comprehension 
Strategies 2.2 Text Patterns 3.1 Reading Familiar 

Words 4.1 Metacognition

Ask questions when reading 
to help them monitor their 
comprehension. 

Identify the 
organizational text 
patterns of the story. 

Automatically read and 
understand words in 
common use

Identify the strategies 
that they found most 
helpful during reading.  
Explain how these can 
help them be a better 
reader. 

45.6.2
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The Kindness 
Journal

ARL: 3.0

 “Our challenge starts today,” Mrs. Hoover said to her sixth 
graders. “We are going to do one hundred kind things in a week. 
Since there are only twenty of you, you’ll have to do more than one 
kind act to meet our goal.” 

Mrs. Hoover opened a box and took out several small books. She 
said, “You’ll be writing down your kind activities in these journals. 
Carrie, can you pass them out?” 

Carrie bit her lip as she walked to Mrs. Hoover’s desk. Her mind was 
spinning as she passed out the books. She was a good student, but 
was worried about this project. Carrie wasn't unkind. She was just very 
busy. Carrie was an only child to a single mom who worked long 
hours. Carrie spent a lot of time alone in their apartment. She also 
had to do a lot to help her mom at home. Carrie didn't have much 
time for anything else. How would she find a way to complete the 
project?  

Carrie thought about the kindness journal all day, even when she 
got home. However, she had to go about her after-school routine. 
Carrie headed for the kitchen. She called her mom as she started 
unloading the dishwasher.  

“Hi, honey,” her mom said when she answered the phone. “Did you 
get home from school okay?” 

“Yeah,” Carrie said while putting away a cup. 
“What’s wrong?” her mom asked. She could tell Carrie was worried 

about something. 
“I have a new school project,” Carrie replied. “I just don't know how 

to start.” 
“I’m sure you’ll get there,” her mom said kindly. “Are you done with 

your chores?”
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“I’m unloading the dishwasher now. I’ll run the vacuum next,” Carrie 
said. “I’m going to vacuum across the hall too.” 

“Great,” Carrie’s mom said. “I'll be home around dinner time.” 
Carrie said goodbye and finished the dishes. Then she ran the vacuum 

over the carpets in the living room and the bedrooms. Then she took the 
machine to the front door and walked across the hall to apartment 204. 
It belonged to Mr. Wiggins. He was a retired gentleman who’d known 
Carrie since she was a baby. He had a knee replaced a few weeks ago. 
Carrie had been vacuuming his apartment as well. 

“Is it Monday already?” Mr. Wiggins asked as he opened the door. 
“Sure is,” Carrie said. 
“It shouldn’t take you too long,” Mr. Wiggins said. “I haven't eaten 

much with crumbs this week.” 
Carrie laughed as she entered the apartment. Mr. Wiggins was right. 

Carrie was done in just a few minutes. She unplugged the vacuum and 
said, “See you soon, Mr. Wiggins!” before going home.  

Carrie took her backpack and sat down with her homework. She 
finished math and geography in no time. The kindness journal sat 
unopened.  

Carrie thought back on her day. She could not think of anything she'd 
done that was super kind. Still, she wanted to write something in her 
journal. Carrie tried to think of something kind she could do now. 
However, it was getting late. She would have to start dinner so it would 
be ready when her mom got home. Carrie left the journal on the table. 
She walked to the kitchen to heat up some leftover chicken and make 
a salad.  

A minute later, there was a knock on the door. Carrie checked the 
peephole and saw Joshua. He was another neighbor two years younger 
than Carrie. She’d been helping him with his homework for several 
weeks.  

“I have a question,” Joshua said. “Is a past participle a noun with -ed 
at the end?” 

“No, it’s a verb with -ed at the end,’” Carrie said. “Remember? A noun 
stays the same. Verbs can take place in the past, present, or future.”  

“Right!” Joshua said remembering. “I’ve got it now!” he said.  

45.6.2
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Just then, the elevator dinged and Carrie’s mom walked off. “Hi, 
guys!” she said, seeing the kids.  

“Hi, Mrs. Ames,” Joshua said. “Carrie was helping me with a grammar 
question. Thanks again,” he said as he left.  

Carrie’s mom walked inside and set down her briefcase. She hugged 
Carrie and said, “Thank you for making dinner. I’m so hungry!”  

Carrie was quiet as they sat down.  
“What’s going on?” Carrie’s mom asked. “And what’s that book next 

to you?” 
“It’s a kindness journal,” Carrie explained. “That’s the project I was 

telling you about on the phone. Our class is supposed to do one 
hundred kind things this week. I have no idea what to do. I've been 
trying to plan something all day. I just don't feel like I have a lot of time.” 

“Carrie,” her mom said, taking her hand, “Everything you do around 
the apartment is kind.” 

“What do you mean?” Carrie asked. “Those are just chores.” 
Carrie’s mom shook her head. She said, “Every time you clean or 

make dinner, you’re being kind. You have no idea how much that 
means to me.” 

“Really?” Carrie asked. “But that doesn't seem like a big deal.” 
“Of course it is,” her mom replied. “Plus, you're kind to so many others. 

Mr. Wiggins never asked you to vacuum for him. You decided to do that 
yourself. You did it just to be kind. Also, you never turn Joshua away 
when he needs help with his schoolwork. You are kind every time you 
explain the parts of speech to him.” 

A smile came upon Carrie’s face. She understood that she had done 
several kind things since she’d been home from school. She just hadn't 
even thought about them. Her mom continued, “Kindness doesn’t have 
to be big or flashy, Carrie. The little things you do every day mean so 
much. I think it’s easy for you not to notice because you lead a very 
kind life.” 

“Thanks, Mom,” Carrie said with pride. “I guess I do have a few things I 
can write in my journal, huh?” 

45.6.2
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The Kindness 
Journal

“Our challenge is going to start today,” Mrs. Hoover said to her sixth 
graders. “As a class, we are going to try to do one hundred kind things 
in a week. Since there are only twenty of you, that means you’ll have 
to do more than one kind act to meet our goal.” 

Mrs. Hoover opened a box, took out several small books, and said, 
“You’ll be recording your kind activities in these journals. Carrie, would 
you mind passing them out?” 

Carrie bit her lip as she walked to Mrs. Hoover’s desk. Her mind was 
spinning as she passed out the books. She was a good student, but 
was worried about this project. It’s not that Carrie was unkind, she was 
just very busy. Carrie was an only child to a single mom who worked 
long hours. Carrie ended up spending a lot of time alone in their 
apartment assisting her mom with many tasks just to keep their 
household operating. She wondered how she could contribute to the 
project when she didn’t have much time to complete acts of 
kindness.  

Carrie took her journal home at the end of the day and wondered 
what she could possibly write in it. She continued thinking as she 
entered her apartment and went about her after-school routine. 
Carrie plopped her backpack by the front door and headed into the 
kitchen. She called her mom as she started unloading the dishwasher.  

“Hi, honey,” her mom said when she answered the phone. “Did you 
get home from school okay?” 

“Yeah,” Carrie said while cradling the phone between her ear and 
her shoulder so she could put the dishes away. 

“What’s wrong?” her mom asked, sensing Carrie was worried about 
something.

45.6.2
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“I have a new project for school,” Carrie replied. “I’m trying to figure 
out how to start.” 

“Well I’m sure you’ll do great,” her mom answered kindly. “Are you 
done with your chores yet?” 

“I’m unloading the dishwasher now and then I’ll run the vacuum,” 
Carrie said. “I’m going to vacuum across the hall too.” 

“Sounds good,” Carrie’s mom said. “I should be home around dinner 
time.” 

Carrie said goodbye and finished unloading the dishwasher. She 
quickly ran the vacuum over the carpets in the living room and the 
bedrooms before wheeling the machine to the front door and walking 
across the hall to apartment 204. It belonged to Mr. Wiggins, a retired 
gentlemen who’d known Carrie since she was a toddler. He recently 
had a knee replaced, so Carrie had been vacuuming his apartment 
every week as well. 

“Is it Monday already?” Mr. Wiggins asked with a smile as he opened 
the door. 

“Sure is,” Carrie said. 
“It shouldn’t take you too long today,” Mr. Wiggins said. “I don’t think 

I’ve eaten too many things with crumbs this week.” 
Carrie chuckled as she entered the apartment and started running the 

vacuum. Her task was complete in just a few minutes. She unplugged 
the vacuum and said, “See you soon, Mr. Wiggins!” before going back 
home.  

Carrie finally grabbed her backpack and sat down to do her 
homework. She completed her math, geography, and literature in no 
time. However, the kindness journal was still looming. Once again, Carrie 
thought back through her day. She hadn’t gone out of her way to do 
anything especially kind, but she wanted to write something in her 
journal. She racked her brain trying to think of something kind she could 
do now, but it was already getting late. Carrie knew she would have to 
start dinner soon so it would be ready when her mom got home. She left 
the journal on the table and walked back to the kitchen to heat up 
some leftover chicken and make a salad.  

A few minutes later, there was a knock on the door. Carrie checked 
the peephole and saw Joshua, another neighbor who was a couple 
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years younger than her. She’d been helping him with his homework 
for the past few weeks.  

“Quick question,” Joshua said breathlessly. “A past participle is a 
noun with -ed at the end, right?” 

“No, it’s a verb with -ed at the end,” Carrie explained. “Remember? 
A noun is always the same, but verbs can take place in the past, 
present, or future.” 

“Right!” Joshua said as though a lightbulb had been lit over his head. 
“I’ve got it now, I promise!” he said. Just then, the elevator dinged and 
Carrie’s mom walked off.  

“Hi, guys!” she said, seeing the kids.  
“Hi, Mrs. Ames,” Joshua said. “Carrie was helping me with another 

grammar question. I better get home for dinner. See you later,” he said 
as he jogged down the hall. 

Carrie’s mom hugged her after she put down her briefcase and 
walked inside their apartment. “Thank you for getting dinner ready. I’m 
starving!” she said. 

As the two sat down at the table to eat, Carrie was quiet.  
“What’s going on?” Carrie’s mom asked. “You’ve barely touched 

your food. And what’s that little book next to you?” 
“It’s a kindness journal,” Carrie explained. “That’s the project I was 

telling you about on the phone. As a class, we are supposed to 
complete one hundred acts of kindness this week, but I have no idea 
what to do. It’s not that I don’t want to be kind, but I feel like I don’t 
have a lot of time during the day. How do I plan out a bunch of grand 
gestures when I’ve got so much to do around here? Not that I’m 
complaining or anything.” 

“Carrie,” her mom said, taking her hand, “Everything you do for our 
family is an act of kindness.” 

“What do you mean?” Carrie asked. “Those are just chores.” 
Carrie’s mom shook her head and said, “Everytime you help around 

the apartment and prepare dinner, you’re showing me kindness. You 
have no idea how much those things mean to me.” 

“Really?” Carrie asked. “But are those things enough to write in my 
journal?”
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“Of course,” her mom replied. “Plus, you go out of your way to be 
kind to so many people. Mr. Wiggins never asked you to vacuum his 
apartment. You decided to do that yourself just to be kind. Plus, you 
never refuse Joshua when he needs help with his schoolwork. You 
show him kindness every time you explain the parts of speech to him.” 

A slight smile came upon Carrie’s face as she realized that she had 
actually done several kind things since she’d been home from school 
without even thinking about it. Her mom continued, “Kindness doesn’t 
have to be grand, Carrie. The little things you do every day mean so 
much. I think it’s easy for you not to notice because you lead a very 
kind life.” 

“Thanks, Mom,” Carrie said with pride. “I guess I do have a few 
things I can write in my journal, huh?” 
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The Kindness 
Journal

“Our challenge is going to start today,” Mrs. Hoover said to her sixth graders. 
“As a class, we are going to try to do one hundred kind things in a week. Since 
there are only twenty of you, that means you’ll have to do more than one kind 
act to meet our goal, but I'm sure you all are up for the challenge.”

Mrs. Hoover opened a box, took out several small books, and said, “You’ll be 
recording all of your kind activities here in these journals. Carrie, would you mind 
passing them out to everyone?”

Carrie bit her lip as she walked to Mrs. Hoover’s desk. She tried to look cool, 
but her mind was spinning as she passed out the books. She was an excellent 
student, but worried about this project. 

It’s not that Carrie was unkind; she was just very busy. Carrie was an only 
child to a single mom who worked very long hours, so Carrie ended up spending 
a lot of time alone in their apartment. Plus, she had to assist her mom with many 
tasks just to keep their household up and operating. She wondered how she 
could contribute to the project when she didn’t have much time to complete any 
elaborate acts of kindness. 

Carrie took her journal home at the end of the day and wondered what she 
could possibly write in it. She continued pondering her dilemma as she entered 
her apartment and went about her after-school routine. Carrie plopped her 
backpack by the front door and headed into the kitchen to call her mom and 
unload the dishwasher. 

“Hi, honey,” her mom said cheerfully when she answered the phone. “Did you 
get home from school okay?”

“Yeah,” Carrie said sharply while cradling the phone between her ear and her 
shoulder so she could put the dishes away.

“What’s wrong?” her mom asked, sensing Carrie was concerned about 
something.

“I just have a new project for school and I’m trying to figure out how to start,” 
Carrie replied.
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“Well, I’m sure you’ll find a jumping-off point soon,” her mom answered kindly. 
“Are you done with your chores yet?”

“I’m unloading the dishwasher now and then I’ll run the vacuum,” Carrie said. 
“I’m going to vacuum across the hall too.”

“Sounds good,” Carrie’s mom said. “I should be home around dinner time.”
Carrie said goodbye and finished unloading the dishwasher before quickly 

running the vacuum over the carpets in the living room and the bedrooms. She 
then wheeled the machine to the front door and walked it across the hall to 
apartment 204 which belonged to Mr. Wiggins, a retired gentleman who’d known 
Carrie since she was a toddler. He recently had knee replacement surgery, so 
Carrie had been vacuuming his apartment every week as well.

“Is it Monday already?” Mr. Wiggins asked with a smile as he opened the door.
“Sure is,” Carrie said holding up the vacuum cord.
“It shouldn’t take you too long today, Carrie” Mr. Wiggins said. “I don’t think I’ve 

eaten too many chips or crackers this week, so there shouldn't be too many 
crumbs.”

Carrie chuckled as she entered the apartment and started running the vacuum. 
Mr. Wiggins was right; her task was complete in just a few minutes. She 
unplugged the vacuum and said, “See you soon, Mr. Wiggins!” before going back 
home. 

Carrie finally grabbed her backpack and sat down to do her homework. She 
completed her math, geography, and literature in no time, but the kindness journal 
was still looming. Once again, Carrie thought back through her day. She hadn’t 
gone out of her way to do anything especially kind, but she wanted to write 
something in her journal. She racked her brain trying to think of something kind 
she could do now, but it was already getting quite late. Carrie knew she would 
have to start dinner soon so it would be ready once her mom got home from 
work. She left the journal on the table and walked back to the kitchen to heat up 
some leftover chicken and make a salad. 

A few minutes later, there was a knock on the door. Carrie checked the 
peephole and saw Joshua, another neighbor who was a couple years younger 
than her. She’d been helping him with his homework for the past few weeks. 

“Quick question,” Joshua said breathlessly. “A past participle is a noun with -ed 
at the end, right?”
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“No, it’s a verb with -ed at the end,’” Carrie explained. “Remember? A noun is 
always the same, but verbs can take place in the past, present, or future.”

“Right!” Joshua said as though a lightbulb had been lit over his head. “I’ve got 
it now, I promise!”

Just then, the elevator dinged and Carrie’s mom walked off with her arms full 
of her coat and her briefcase. 

“Hi, guys!” she said, seeing the kids. 
“Hi, Mrs. Ames,” Joshua waved. “Carrie was helping me with another 

grammar question. I better get home for dinner. See you later,” he said as he 
jogged down the hall.

Carrie’s mom hugged her after she put down her briefcase and coat and 
walked inside their apartment. “Thank you for getting dinner ready. I’m 
starving!” she said.

As the two sat down at the table to eat, Carrie was quiet. 
“What’s going on?” Carrie’s mom asked. “You’ve barely touched your food. 

And what’s that little book next to you?”
“It’s a kindness journal,” Carrie explained. “That’s the project I was telling you 

about on the phone. As a class, we are supposed to complete one hundred 
acts of kindness this week, but I have no idea what to do. It’s not that I don’t 
want to be kind, but I feel like I don’t have a lot of time during the day. How do I 
plan out a bunch of grand gestures when I’ve got so much to do around here? 
Not that I’m complaining or anything.”

“Carrie,” her mom said, taking her hand, “Everything you do for our family is 
an act of kindness.”

“What do you mean?” Carrie asked. “Those are just chores.”
Carrie’s mom shook her head and said, “Every time you help around the 

apartment and prepare dinner, you’re showing me kindness. You have no idea 
how much those things mean to me.”

“Really?” Carrie asked. “But I do those things every day. They're not enough 
to write in my journal, are they?" 

“Of course they are,” her mom replied with excitement. “Plus, you go out of 
your way to be kind to so many people. Mr. Wiggins never asked you to 
vacuum his apartment. You decided to do that yourself just to be kind. Plus, you 
never refuse Joshua when he needs help with his schoolwork. You show him 
kindness every time you explain the parts of speech to him.”
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A smile of understanding came upon Carrie’s face as she realized that she 
had actually done several kind things since she’d been home from school 
without even realizing it. Her mom continued, “Kindness doesn’t have to be 
grand, Carrie. The little things you do every day mean so much to so many. I 
think it’s easy for you not to notice because you lead a very kind life.”

“Thanks, Mom,” Carrie said, trying hard not to blush. “I guess I've got a thing 
or two I can write in my journal, huh?”
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Guided Reading PLAN

Guided Reading Guide

Getting	Started:		
Activating	
Knowledge	and	
Make	Predictions

Have the students read the text independently and have an opportunity to 
listen to the whisper a portion of the text to you.  Assess their fluency, decoding 
skills as a reader and make notes on the tracking page provided.  

Have students identify the reading strategies they use to help them better 
understand the text while they were reading and share with the group. 

Literal	
Comprehension	
Do	students	
understand	main	
idea	and	details	
of	the	story

Create a three: chart on a blank piece of paper or in a student notebook at the 
top of the first column right Martin's name. In the second column add Mrs. 
Hanson's name, in the third column add Eric's name.   
Each of these characters look at the events in the story from a different point of 
view.  Using the S W B S T (somebody wanted but so then) summarizing strategy.  
Have student summarize the text from each character is perspective

Extending	
Understanding:	
Analyze,	Evaluate	
or	create

To extend the understanding of this tax students will evaluate mrs. Hanson's 
solution to the tag problem. 
• Do you think Mrs. Hanson was right to make the students play kindness tag? 
• Should Eric and his friends be forced to play a game that is inclusive to all 

students? 
• When designing a game to play how do we make it more inclusive? 
• Why didn't Martin just pick a different game to play?

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l ls
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting

1.3 Comprehension 
Strategies 2.2 Text Patterns 3.1 Reading Familiar 

Words 4.1 Metacognition

Ask questions when reading 
to help them monitor their 
comprehension. 

Identify the 
organizational text 
patterns of the story. 

Automatically read and 
understand words in 
common use

Identify the strategies 
that they found most 
helpful during reading.  
Explain how these can 
help them be a better 
reader. 

45.6.3

For this guided reading excerpt, read the story, Kindness Tag, three times.
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Kindness Tag

ARL: 3.3

Martin loved recess. It was the best part of the day. Recess stopped 
being fun when playing tag became popular. It started a few weeks 
ago. Eric got everyone in his class to play tag. Tag is a fun game so 
everyone agreed to play. 

But poor Martin has asthma. It was difficult to breathe when he ran. 
Sometimes, breathing gets so hard he uses an inhaler. The first time 
Martin played, he got tagged and couldn’t catch anyone. He was 
“it” for the entire recess break. 

The second time Martin played, he got tagged again. He tried so 
hard to tag someone else but couldn’t. He had to stop and take a 
puff from his inhaler. The other kids noticed. Every time they played 
tag  they tagged Martin.  They knew they could catch Martin but he 
couldn’t catch them.

Tag turned into a game of “stay away from Martin!” Martin hated it. 
But he was teased into playing. Bullies like Peter would call him a 
“scaredy cat”. When Martin tried to sit out, Amy called him “No Fun 
Martin”.

The recess monitor, Mrs. Hanson, noticed that Martin was being 
picked on. She was nice but did not like bullying. She had a strict ZERO 
BULLYING policy. She saw that Martin was being bullied.  She banned 
tagged. 

The kids complained. Each day during recess, they tried to change 
her mind. Mrs. Hanson wanted to teach them a lesson. 

 Mrs. Hanson made an announcement.
 “I’ve decided that it’s time to play tag again,” she began. “But 

these are the NEW RULES!”
 She put a poster on the wall with the new rules for her version of 

tag. It was called “Kindness Tag”. The rules went like this:

 KINDNESS TAG

45.6.3
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Kindness Tag begins with the person I choose to be “it”. They have 24 
hours (until next recess) to perform an act of kindness.

The person who receives their act of kindness is now “it”. They will have 
until recess the next day to perform an act of kindness.

The game ends when everyone learns what kindness means.

The students read the directions and groaned.
 “This sounds boring!” Eric said.
 “There’s no running?” Peter asked.
 “What kind of game is this?” Amy asked.
 But Mrs. Hanson was serious. She put her hands on her hips and 

said, “Amy, I nominate you to be IT!” The bell rang and recess was over.
 Amy shrugged. She wasn’t sure about this game, but she hated 

losing. She spent the whole day thinking. She didn’t know where to 
begin. But a chance to be kind happened when she didn't expect it. 
Amy was walking with Peter when he slipped on a puddle of juice. He 
landed hard on his backside and dropped his books. Amy rushed over. 
She helped him up and picked up his books.

 “Guess that means you’re IT!” she said, laughing.
 “Yeah, whatever,” Peter said. He had no plans of playing Mrs. 

Hanson’s silly game. But Peter was even more competitive than Amy. He 
couldn’t stand the thought of anyone beating him in a game without at 
least trying. He thought long and hard about what he could do to be 
kind. Finally, he remembered that Eric needed help with math.

 After school, Peter skipped skateboarding at the park.  He went to 
Eric’s house instead. He spent an hour helping Eric understand their math 
homework. 

 “Guess that means you’re IT!” Peter said when they were finished.
 “What? I didn’t know you were playing the game. I just thought you 

were just being nice!” Eric said.
 “That’s the whole point of the game, duh.” Peter left.
 Eric was known for being the most competitive kid in the 

playground. More competitive than Amy and Peter combined! He 

45.6.3
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didn’t think much of Kindness Tag, but he loved games. He believed 
there wasn’t any game he couldn’t play. He was going to win and win 
big. He asked his parents to help him. Together, they made a long list of 
kind things anyone could do.

Eric’s list looked like this:
As someone how their day is 
Give a compliment
Share a toys
Share my lunch
Carry someone’s heavy bag
Lend a book
Volunteer at a homeless shelter
Volunteer at a pet shelter
Volunteer at an old folks home

 “These are all good ideas,” Eric said. “But I need something 
AMAZING.”

 “Well, where’d this Kindness game come from in the first place?” 
Eric’s mom asked.

 Eric explained that tag was banned because of Martin.
 “Because of Martin? Or because you made it hard for Martin?” 

Eric’s dad said.
 Eric thought about it and got a brilliant idea. At recess the next day, 

he stood up on a picnic table.  He made a big announcement.
 “Yesterday, Peter helped me with math homework. Now I'm IT,” Eric 

said. “For my act of kindness, I think it’s time we tried a different kind of 
tag. Is that okay Mrs. Hanson?”

 Mrs. Hanson raised her eyebrows. She nodded and let Peter go on.
 “This new game is called ZOMBIE TAG. I’ll be ‘it’ first!” Eric declared. 

He hopped off the bench and began acting like a zombie. He stretched 
his arms out in front, put on his best zombie face. Then he began to 
zombie walked across the playground. Everyone stared until Eric 
reached Martin.

 “Tag, you’re it!” Eric said as he tapped Martin on the shoulder. Then 
he zombie-walked away.

45.6.3
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 Martin chuckled then turned into a zombie. He zombie-walked over 
to Amy and tagged her proudly. Then, Amy and the rest of the students 
morphed into zombies. ZOMBIE TAG turned out to be a game that 
everybody could enjoy!

 Mrs. Hanson walked over to her rules and took them down. Then 
joined in the fun too.

The End

45.6.3
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Kindness Tag
Martin used to love recess. It was the part of the day he most looked 

forward to. Recess stopped being fun when playing tag became popular. 
It started a few weeks ago. Eric suggested that everyone turn the 
playground into one mega game of tag. Tag is a fun and exciting game so 
everyone agreed to play.  
 But poor Martin has asthma. He finds it difficult to breathe when he 
runs. Sometimes, breathing gets so hard that he has to use an inhaler. The 
first time Martin played, he got tagged and couldn’t catch anyone. He 
was “it” for the entire recess break.  
 The second time Martin played, he got tagged again. He tried so 
hard to tag someone else but couldn’t. He had to stop and take a puff 
from his inhaler. The other kids noticed. Every time they played tag after 
that, they knew they could catch Martin and that he couldn’t catch them. 
 Tag quickly turned into a game of “stay away from Martin!” Martin 
hated it, but he was always teased into playing. Bullies like Peter would call 
him a “scaredy cat”. When Martin tried to sit out, Amy called him “No Fun 
Martin”. 
 The school supervisor Mrs. Hanson started to notice that Martin was 
being picked on. She was a sweet woman but very serious when it came 
to bullying. In fact, she had a strict ZERO BULLYING policy. As soon as she 
saw that Martin was being bullied, she banned tagged.  
 The kids started to complain. Each day during recess, they tried to 
change her mind. The children tried all week but Mrs. Hanson knew she 
had to teach them an important lesson.  
 Finally, Mrs. Hanson called all the children together and made an 
announcement. 
 “I’ve decided that it’s time to play tag again,” she began. “But these 
are the NEW RULES!” 
 She posted a bulletin with the new rules for her version of tag. It was 
called “Kindness Tag”. The rules went like this: 

 KINDNESS TAG 

1. Kindness Tag begins with the person I choose to be “it”. They have 24 
hours (until next recess) to perform an act of kindness. 

45.6.3
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2. The person who receives their act of kindness is now “it”. They will 
have until recess the next day to perform an act of kindness. 

3. The game ends when everyone learns what kindness means. 

The students read the directions and groaned. 
 “This sounds boring!” Eric complained. 
 “There’s no running?” Peter asked. 
 “What kind of game is this?” Amy protested. 
 But Mrs. Hanson was serious. She put her hands on her hips and said, 
“Amy, I nominate you to be IT!” The bell rang and recess was over. 
 Amy shrugged. She wasn’t sure about this game, but she hated 
losing. She spent the whole day brainstorming but didn’t know where to 
begin. But a chance to be kind happened unexpectedly. Amy was 
walking down the hallway with Peter when he slipped on a puddle of 
juice. He landed hard on his backside and dropped all of his books. Amy 
rushed over. She helped him up and picked up his books. 
 “Guess that means you’re IT!” she said, laughing. 
 “Yeah, whatever,” Peter said. He had no plans of playing Mrs. 
Hanson’s silly game. But Peter was even more competitive than Amy. He 
couldn’t stand the thought of anyone beating him in a game without at 
least trying. He thought long and hard about what he could do to be 
kind. Finally, he remembered that Eric needed help with math. 
 After school, Peter skipped skateboarding at the park to go to Eric’s 
place. He spent an hour helping Eric understand their trigonometry 
homework.  
 “Guess that means you’re IT!” Peter said when they were finished. 
 “What? I didn’t know you were playing the game. I just thought you 
were just being nice!” Eric said. 
 “That’s the whole point of the game, duh.” Peter left. 
 Eric was known for being the most competitive kid in the 
playground. More competitive than Amy and Peter combined! He didn’t 
think much of Kindness Tag, but he loved games. He believed there 
wasn’t any game he couldn’t play. He was going to win and win big. He 
asked his parents to help him. Together, they made a long list of the 
absolute kindest things anyone at their whole school could ever do.

45.6.3
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Eric’s list looked like this: 
• As someone how their day is  
• Give a compliment 
• Share a toys 
• Share my lunch 
• Carry someone’s heavy bag 
• Lend a book 
• Volunteer at a homeless shelter 
• Volunteer at a pet shelter 
• Volunteer at an old folks home 

 “These are all good ideas,” Eric said. “But I need something 
AMAZING.” 
 “Well, where’d this Kindness game come from in the first place?” 
Eric’s mom asked. 
 Eric explained that tag was banned because of Martin. 
 “Because of Martin? Or because you made it hard for Martin?” Eric’s 
dad said. 
 Eric thought about it and got a brilliant idea. At recess the next day, 
he stood up on a picnic table and made a big announcement. 
 “Yesterday, Peter helped me with math homework which means that 
I am IT,” Eric said. “For my act of kindness, I think it’s time we tried a 
different kind of tag, if that’s okay Mrs. Hanson?” 
 Mrs. Hanson raised her eyebrows. She nodded and let Peter go on. 
 “This new game is called ZOMBIE TAG and I’ll be ‘it’ first!” Eric 
declared. He hopped off the bench and began acting like a zombie. He 
stretched his arms out in front, put on his best zombie face, and zombie 
walked across the playground. Everyone stared until Eric finally reached 
Martin. 
 “Tag, you’re it!” Eric said as he tapped Martin on the shoulder. Then 
he zombie-walked away. 
 Martin chuckled then turned into a zombie. He zombie-walked over 
to Amy and tagged her proudly. Then, Amy and the rest of the students 
morphed into zombies. ZOMBIE TAG turned out to be a game that 
everybody could enjoy! 
 Mrs. Hanson walked over to her rules and took them down from the 
bulletin board then joined in the fun too. 

45.6.3
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Kindness Tag
Martin used to love recess. It was the part of the day he most looked 

forward to. Recess stopped being fun when playing tag became a 
popular game to play among his classmates. It only started a few weeks 
ago. Eric, a kid in Martin's class, suggested that everyone turn the 
playground into one mega game of tag. Tag's a fun and exciting 
game, everyone thought, so everyone agreed to play. Everyone that 
was except Martin, he hated tag. 

 Poor Martin has asthma, a breathing condition that makes it 
difficult to breathe when he runs. Sometimes, breathing gets so hard 
that he has to use an inhaler, to help him get medicine into his lungs. The 
first time Martin played, he got tagged and couldn’t catch anyone. He 
was “it” for the entire recess break.  

 The second time Martin played, he got tagged again. He tried so 
hard to tag someone else but couldn’t run fast enough or for very long. 
He always had to stop and take a puff from his inhaler which meant he 
couldn't keep up with the other kids. It didn't take the other kids very 
long before they noticed this. So every time they played tag after that, 
they knew they could catch Martin and that he couldn’t catch them. 
Constantly being an easy target didn't make this game very fun, in fact 
it really sucked. 

 Every day tag quickly turned into a game of “stay away from 
Martin!” Martin hated it, but when he tried to say he didn't want to play 
he was always teased into playing. Bullies like Peter would giggle and 
call him a “scaredy cat”. When Martin tried to sit out, Amy called him 
“No Fun Martin”. 

 The school supervisor Mrs. Hanson started to notice that Martin was 
being picked on. She was a sweet woman but very serious when it 
came to bullying. In fact, she had a strict ZERO BULLYING policy. As soon 
as she saw that Martin was being bullied, she banned playing tag on 
the playground.  

 The kids started to complain each day during recess and they tried 
to persuade her with every argument they could think of. The children 
tried all week but Mrs. Hanson knew she had to teach them a very 
important lesson about kindness.  

 Finally, frustrated with the constant complaining, Mrs. Hanson

45.6.3
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called all the children together and made a special announcement. 
 “My friends, I’ve decided that it’s time I allow you to play tag 

once again,” she began. “However, we are going to have some NEW 
RULES that will be essential for you to follow!” 

 She posted a paper on the bulletin board in the hallway outside of 
Martin's classroom with the new rules for her version of tag. The students 
clamoured into the hallway to see the posted sign.  They 
simultaneously read the title on the poster  “Kindness Tag” it said. Peter 
read the rules out loud to the growing crowd of students in the hall.  
The rules went like this: 

 KINDNESS TAG 

Kindness Tag begins with the person I choose to be “it”. They have 24 
hours (until next recess) to perform an act of kindness. 

The person who receives their act of kindness is will now be “it”. They 
will have until recess the next day to perform an act of kindness. 

The game ends when everyone learns what kindness means. 

The students groaned in unison because this was not what they were 
hoping for when they tried to convince Mrs Hanson to play tag again.  

 “This isn't tag at all it sounds so boring” Eric complained. 
 “This is no fun, there’s no running” Peter asked. 
 “What kind of game is this?” Amy protested. 
 But Mrs. Hanson was super serious. She pursed her lips in a tight line 

and put her hands on her hips and said, “Amy, I nominate you to be 
IT!” The bell rang and recess was over. 

 Amy shrugged. She wasn’t sure about this game, but she hated 
losing. She spent the whole day brainstorming but didn’t know where 
to begin. But a chance to be kind happened unexpectedly. Amy was 
walking down the hallway with Peter when he slipped on a puddle of 
juice. He landed hard on his backside and dropped all of his books. 
Amy rushed over. She helped him up and picked up his books. 

 “Guess that means you’re IT!” she said, laughing. 
 “Yeah, whatever,” Peter said. He had no plans of playing Mrs. 

Hanson’s silly game. But Peter was even more competitive than 

45.6.3
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Amy. He couldn’t stand the thought of anyone beating him in a 
game without at least trying. He thought long and hard about what he 
could do to be kind. Finally, he remembered that Eric needed help 
with math. 

 After school, Peter skipped skateboarding at the park to go to 
Eric’s place. He spent an hour helping Eric understand their 
trigonometry homework.  

 “Guess that means you’re IT for our game of Kindness Tag!” Peter 
said when they were finished. 

 “I didn’t know you were playing the game. I just thought you were 
just being nice!” Eric said with a surprised look on his face. 

 “Yeah being nice is the whole point of the game, duh.” Peter left 
Eric's house with a humongous grin on his face. 

 Eric was known for being the most competitive kid on the 
playground. More competitive than Amy and Peter combined! He 
didn’t think much of Kindness Tag, but he loved any and all games. He 
believed there wasn’t any game he couldn’t play. He was going to win 
and win big, so he asked his parents to help him. Together, they made 
a long list of the absolute kindest things anyone at their whole school 
could ever do. 

Eric’s list looked like this: 
Ask someone how their day is  
Give a compliment 
Share toys 
Share my lunch 
Carry someone’s heavy bag 
Lend a book 
Volunteer at a homeless shelter 
Volunteer at a pet shelter 
Volunteer at an old folks home 

 “These are all good ideas,” Eric said. “But I need something 
AMAZING.” 

 “Well, where’d this Kindness game come from in the first place?” 
Eric’s mom asked. 

 Eric explained that tag was banned because of Martin. 
 “Because of Martin? Or because you made it hard for Martin?” 

Eric’s dad said.

45.6.3
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 Eric thought about it and got a brilliant idea. At recess the next 
day, he stood up on a picnic table and made a big announcement. 

 “Yesterday, Peter helped me with math homework which means 
that I am IT,” Eric said. “For my act of kindness, I think it’s time we tried a 
different kind of tag, if that’s okay Mrs. Hanson?” 

 Mrs. Hanson raised her eyebrows, nodded, and let Peter go on. 
 “This new game is called ZOMBIE TAG and I’ll be ‘it’ first!” Eric 

declared. He hopped off the bench and began acting like a zombie. 
He stretched his arms out in front, put on his best zombie face, and 
zombie walked across the playground. Everyone stared until Eric finally 
reached Martin. 

 “Tag, you’re it!” Eric said as he tapped Martin on the shoulder. 
Then he zombie-walked away. 

 Martin chuckled then turned into a zombie. He zombie-walked 
over to Amy and tagged her proudly. Then, Amy and the rest of the 
students morphed into zombies. ZOMBIE TAG turned out to be a game 
that everybody could enjoy! 

 Mrs. Hanson walked over to her rules and took them down from 
the bulletin board then joined in the fun too. 

The End 

  

45.6.3
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Guided Reading PLAN

Guided Reading Guide

Getting	Started:		
Activating	
Knowledge	and	
Make	Predictions

Have the students read the text independently and have an opportunity to 
listen to the whisper a portion of the text to you.  Assess their fluency, decoding 
skills as a reader and make notes on the tracking page provided.  

Have students identify the reading strategies they use to help them better 
understand the text while they were reading and share with the group. 

Literal	
Comprehension	
Do	students	
understand	main	
idea	and	details	
of	the	story

To show their understanding of the tax students will identify the order of events 
as they happen.  In the text students will highlight the event and number it in the 
margin.   
Together with students write a retell using the appropriate transition word to 
begin each sentence. 

Extending	
Understanding:	
Analyze,	Evaluate	
or	create

To extend the understanding of the tax students will pick one of the six bug 
Queens and learn more about the structure of that insect group.  They will report 
back to the whole group what they learned and evaluate the accuracy of the 
events in the text. 

Ta r g e t e d  S k i l ls
A - Reading for  

Meaning
B - Understanding 

Form and Style
C - Reading with 

Fluency D - Reflecting

1.3 Comprehension 
Strategies 2.2 Text Patterns 3.1 Reading Familiar 

Words 4.1 Metacognition

Ask questions when reading 
to help them monitor their 
comprehension. 

Identify the 
organizational text 
patterns of the story. 

Automatically read and 
understand words in 
common use

Identify the strategies 
that they found most 
helpful during reading.  
Explain how these can 
help them be a better 
reader. 

45.6.4

For this guided reading excerpt, read the story, The Queen Contest, three 
times.
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The Queen contest

ARL: 3.2

 In the grass behind an old house, there lived six different tribes of 
bugs. The tribes lived in their own groups. The beetles stayed away 
from the ants, and the bees stayed away from the crickets. Even the 
mosquitoes and flies flew in their own air spaces. 

 The bugs had been in more danger lately. There were more 
spiderwebs and more birds in the sky than before. The bug tribes held a 
meeting to talk about the dangers. 

 “There is more danger since people left the house,” one of the 
flies said. 

 “It’s true,” said a bee and a beetle at the same time.  
 “What can we do about the birds and spiders?” asked a 

mosquito. “They are dangerous.” 
 The bugs began to talk about what they could do.  
Finally, a cricket hopped up on a rock. “We need to come together 

instead of staying in our tribes,” it said.  
 “Do you mean we should become a united country?” asked an 

ant. 
 “Yes, that’s what I mean,” said the cricket. 
 “Not a bad idea,” said a beetle. 
 “How do we become a united country?” asked a mosquito.  
 “Well, we need a queen to unite us under her rule,” said a bee. 

“We have a queen bee that would be perfect.”  
 “What about our queen?” asked the ant. “She’s a great queen.” 
 “I think our queen is the most fit for the job,” said a fly. 
“Well, why do we even need a queen? What will she do?” asked a 

funny beetle. 
The cricket who had originally said that they should come together, 

spoke up again. “We need a queen so that she can organize us. She 
can make rules, and go to meetings with others. We need a fair queen 
who is brave, caring, and hardworking.” 

The insects began to argue again about which queen should rule a 
united country of bugs.  

45.6.4
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“Listen, I have another idea,” the cricket said. “We could hold a 
contest to help us pick our new queen. We can have the queens 
compete in different events to pick the best one.” 

“Not a bad idea,” said a beetle.  
“Yeah, let’s do it,” said an ant. “I’m sure my queen will win every 

event.” 
“We’ll see about that,” said a mosquito.  
After the bugs planned the contest, they flew or crawled away to tell 

their queens. On the day of the contest, nearly every insect in the yard 
showed up to watch.  

First, the bug queens had to build something out of twigs. When all the 
other queens grew tired and quit, the ant queen kept working.  

“I told you she was great,” said an ant. 
The queens then had to save a fly trapped in a spiderweb. When the 

spider came too close to them, all the queens fled, except for one. It 
was the beetle queen. She proved that she was the most brave. 

The next event was for the flying bugs. The queens had to prove how 
quickly they could fly away from a bird. The mosquito queen won this 
event.  

When it came time to see which queen was the most caring, the fly 
queen won. She had always loved helping out other bugs. Many of the 
insects voted for her as the most caring queen.  

The cricket queen won the high jumping event of course.  
Then, the last event came around. This one would show which queen 

was a better leader. The queens had to lead a large group of bugs 
through an obstacle course. The queen bee was the winner by far.  

“Well,” said a bee. “I guess that means the bee queen will be the new 
ruler of all our tribes.”

45.6.4
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“Not so,” said the ant. “She only won that one event.” 
“It seems like all of our queens are great at different things,” said the 

cricket. 
“Then, who will rule us as a united country?” asked a beetle. 
“I think instead of being ruled by one queen, we should have six,” said 

a mosquito. 
“It’s true that a group of bug minds is much better than one,” said a 

fly. “We’ll be a strong government with six queens.” 
“That’s the greatest idea we’ve had yet,” said the cricket. “This will be 

the best united country in all of Bugdom.” 
“We just forgot one thing,” said an ant. “The crowns!” 
The insects all worked together to make the crowns for their new 

queens. At last, the different tribes of bugs were united as one country.  

45.6.4
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The Queen Contest
 Deep in the grass behind an old farmhouse, there lived six different 
tribes of insects. Although the tribes lived near one another, they usually 
kept to their own groups. The beetles stayed separate from the ants 
and the bees and the crickets never mingled. Even the mosquitoes and 
flies flew in their own air zones. 
 Lately, though, the insects were seeing an increase in dangers in 
the yard. The spiderwebs had gotten out of control, and there were 
more birds in the sky than before. The bug tribes held a meeting to talk 
about these dangers. 
 “Since the farmhouse has been abandoned, we have more 
predators,” one of the flies said. 
 “It’s true,” agreed a bee and a beetle at the same time.  
 “What can we do against the birds and spiders?” asked a 
mosquito. “They’re so dangerous.” 
 The insects began to talk amongst themselves about what they 
could do.  

Finally, a cricket hopped up on a rock to speak. “Perhaps we 
need to come together instead of staying in our separate tribes,” it 
said.  
 “Do you mean we should become a united country?” asked an 
ant. 
 “Yes, that’s what I mean,” said the cricket. 
 “Not a bad idea,” said a beetle. 
 “How do we become a united country?” wondered a mosquito.  
 “Well, we probably need a queen to unite us under her rule,” said 
a bee. “Our queen bee would be perfect.”  
 “Your queen?” cried the ant. “What about ours? She’s amazing.” 
 “I think our queen is the most fit for the job,” said a fly. 

“Well, why do we even need a queen? What will she do?” asked 
a gruff beetle. 

The cricket who had originally proposed that they come 
together, spoke up again. “We need a queen so that she can organize 

45.6.4
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us, make rules, and represent us in meetings with others. We 
need a fair queen who is brave, caring, and hardworking.” 

The insects began to argue again about which queen should 
rule a united country of bugs.  

“Listen, I have another idea,” the cricket said loudly. “We could 
hold a contest to help us pick our new queen. We can have the 
queens compete in different events to pick the best one.” 

“Not a bad idea,” said a beetle.  
“Yeah, let’s do it,” said an ant. “I’m sure my queen will win every 

event.” 
“We’ll see about that,” said a mosquito.  
After the contest was planned out, the insects flew or crawled 

away to prep their queens. On the day of the contest, nearly every 
insect in the yard showed up to watch.  

First, the bug queens had to build a small structure out of twigs. 
When all the other queens grew tired and quit, the ant queen kept 
working.  

“I told you,” said an ant with pride. 
The queens then had to prove their bravery by saving a fly 

trapped in a spiderweb. When the spider came too close to them, all 
the queens fled, except for one. It was the beetle queen. She was 
certainly the bravest. 

The next event was a flying challenge. The queens had to prove 
how quickly they could fly away from a bird. The mosquito queen won 
this event.  

When it came time to test which queen was the most caring, 
everyone was surprised that the fly queen won. She had always loved 
helping out other bugs, though. Therefore, many of the insects voted 
for her as the most caring queen.  

The cricket queen had an advantage when it came to high 
jumping and warning others about danger. Of course she won the 
event where she had to do both of those.  

Finally, the last event came around. This one would show which 
queen was a better leader. The queens had to gather a large group of 
insects and lead them through an obstacle course. The queen bee 
was the winner by far. 
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“Well,” said a bee. “I guess that means the bee queen will be the 
new ruler of all our tribes.” 

“Not so,” said the ant. “She only won a single event.” 
“It seems like all of our queens are great at different things,” said 

the cricket. 
“Then, who will rule us as a united country?” asked a beetle. 
“I think instead of being ruled by one queen, we should have a 

council of six,” said a mosquito wisely. 
“It’s true that a group of bug minds is much better than one,” 

said a fly. “We’ll be a strong government with six queens that have 
different strengths.” 

“And that’s the greatest idea we’ve had yet,” said the cricket. 
“This will be the best government in all of Bugdom.” 

“We just forgot one thing,” said an ant. “The crowns!” 
The insects all worked together to make the crowns for their new 

queens. At long last, the different tribes of insects were united as one 
country of bugs.  
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The Queen contest
Deep in the grass behind an old farmhouse, there existed six 

different tribes of insects. Although the tribes resided near one 
another, they usually kept to their own groups. The beetles stayed 
separate from the ants, the bees and the crickets never mingled, 
and the mosquitoes and flies flew in their own air zones. 

Lately, though, the insects were seeing an increase in dangers in 
the yard. The spiderwebs had grown more plentiful, and there were 
more birds in the sky than before. The bug tribes decided to hold a 
meeting to discuss the changes in their habitat. 

“Since the farmhouse has been abandoned, our predators have 
been multiplying,” one of the flies said. 

“It’s true,” agreed a bee and a beetle simultaneously.  
“What can we do against the birds and spiders?” asked a 

mosquito. “They’re so dangerous.” 
The insects began to brainstorm some plans, when a cricket finally 

hopped forward to speak.  
“Perhaps we need to band together instead of staying in our 

separate tribes,” it said.  
“Do you mean we should become a united country?” asked an 

ant. 
“Yes, exactly.” said the cricket. “We need to join forces and 

cooperate.” 
“Not a bad idea,” mused a beetle. 
“How do we become a united country?” queried a mosquito.  
“Well, I assume we’d need a queen to unite us under her rule,” 

said a bee. “Our queen bee would be perfect.”  
“Your queen?” cried the ant defensively. “What about ours? She’s 

magnificent.” 
“I think our fly queen is the most qualified, actually,” said a fly. 
“Well, why do we 
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even need a queen? What will she do?” asked a gruff beetle. 
The cricket who had originally proposed that they band together, 

spoke up again. “We need a queen so that she can organize us, 
govern us, and represent us in meetings with others. We need a fair 
and just queen, who is brave, agile, caring, and hardworking.” 

The insects began to argue again about which queen should rule a 
united country of bugs. 

“Listen, I have another idea,” the cricket said in its highest volume. 
“We could hold a contest to help us pick our new queen. We can 
have all of the candidates compete in multiple events to see which is 
the best.” 

“Not a bad idea,” mused a beetle.  
“Yeah, a contest could work very well for our purposes,” said an ant. 

“I’m sure my queen will be victorious in every event.” 
“We’ll just see about that,” said a mosquito.  
After the logistics of the contest were ironed out, the insects flew or 

crawled away to prepare their queens. On the day of the 
competition, nearly every insect in the yard attended to watch the 
outcome.  

In the primary event, the bug queens had to build a complex 
structure out of twigs. When all the other queens grew exhausted and 
quit, the ant queen was the one that kept persevering.  

“I told you,” said an ant smugly. 
The queens then had to prove their bravery by saving a fly trapped 

in a spiderweb. When the spider came too close to them, all the 
queens fled, except for the beetle queen. She was certainly the 
bravest. 

The next event in the competition was a flying challenge. The 
queens had to display how rapidly they could fly away from a 
predatory bird. The mosquito queen won this event and all the 
mosquitos buzzed with pride.  

When it came time to test which queen was the most caring, 
everyone was surprised that the fly queen won. Then again, the fly 
queen had always been extremely social and enjoyed assisting other 
bugs. Therefore, a vast majority of the insects voted for her as the most 
caring queen. 
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The cricket queen possessed an advantage when it came to high 
jumping and warning others about danger. Of course, she prevailed in 
the event where she had to do both of those.  

Eventually, it was time for the last event to commence. The queens 
had to prove which was a better leader by gathering a large group of 
insects and leading them through an obstacle course with puzzles. The 
queen bee came out of this event as the victor.  

“Well,” said a bee. “I guess that means the bee queen will be the 
new ruler of all our tribes.” 

“Not so,” said the ant. “She only won a single event, just like the ant 
queen.” 

“It appears that all of our queens are strong in different areas,” said 
the cricket. 

“Then, who will rule us as a united country?” wondered a beetle. 
“I think instead of having an autocracy, which is ruled by one queen, 

we should have a council of six queens,” said a mosquito wisely. 
“It’s true that a group of bug minds is much better than one,” agreed 

a fly. “We’ll be a powerful government with six queens that have 
different strengths.” 

“And that’s the most spectacular idea we’ve had yet,” said the 
cricket. “This will be the most just government in all of Bugdom.” 

“We forgot one thing, though,” said an ant. “The crowns!” 
The insects all worked together in order to manufacture the crowns 

for their new queens. At long last, the different tribes of insects were 
united as one country of bugs.  
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