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GETTING STARTED WITHIGNITED LITERACY

Dear Teacher,
Thank you for your purchase of Ignited Literacy. It is my hope that you enjoy using
this method of teaching language arts as much as | do in my own classroom.

This is one unit in a series of units that will have you spiralling your teaching all year
long. Gone are the static units of study or the 6 week cycles of learning. The
purpose of this series is to teach similar concepts throughout the year and to give
students lots of fime to practice at their own pace.

The basis of this program revolves around the weekly use of mentor texts that your
students are working on. Leveraging student interest, and their readiness within our
classrooms makes highly engaged students. Ignited Literacy allows you to integrate
principals of inquiry based teaching practices, and full differentiation within your
classroom.

For more information on how to implement this

’rype.of instruction, please view the video linked on | LEAARB%U.IQRE
the right of the page 1eNITED
Sincerely, LITERACY
Patti Firth

WWW.IGNITEDLITERACY.COM
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http://www.ignitedliteracy.com
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrHQ3KZxKes
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WEEK AT A GLANCE

LIVE

In a 100 minute literacy
period, your schedule could
look like the one below. For
More information check out

Catguage als preguaty

the videos |
Independent Teacher : Teacher Lesson Students Consolidation
Reading Reading SIS ELIE Writing Working (teacher choice)
10 Minutes 20 Minutes 20 Minutes 20 Minutes 20 Minutes 10 Minutes
Independent : " : Chapter Book
M Reading Read Aloud Student Working | Writing Form [ Student Working Read Aloud
T In%eez%?r?gent Read Aloud Student Working Grammar Student Working [ Consolidation
Independent Oral . " . Chapter Book
w Reading Communication Student Working | Writing Process | Student Working Read Aloud
TH IndReezz?r?gent Shared Reading [ Student Working |  Writing Form | Student Working | Consolidation E"
Independent , . Grammar/ . Chapter Book ;?
F Reading Shared Reading | Student Working Spelling Student Working Read Aloud 3
©
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Cendlery & Groupy

THE DIFFERENCES

Ignited Literacy uses both centers and groups. These are different.

(Growpss

These are the activities that your students Groups in Ignited Literacy are generally

will engage in each day. There are a referring to a group of students that meet with
variety of ways that your students can ‘do’ the teacher. They may also complete the
centers. These range from traditional same independent activity at the same time if
rotations that a ‘group’ of students actually you choose to rotate students through

rotate to a space in the classroom together centers in structured groups.

to a general to do list for the week that

students work through at their own pace. Students are grouped with the primary

More about that here. purpose of participating in Guided reading.
Centers in Ignited Literacy focus on these You can group students by reading ability,
four activities skill, personality or need. Every classroom

1) Respond to Reading will have different needs that will determine

2) Work on Writing how they are grouped.
3) Word Work
4) Revising and Editing

© Madly Learning 2021
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STRATEGY AND IDEAS

To create fixed schedules for your students you will need to make
groups. There are many different ways that you can make groups
in your Ignited Literacy classroom. You can use the suggestions
below or determine what will work best for your classroom.

Step |
Step 2
Step 2

Step 4
Step 5

Complete standardized
reading assessments with
your students.

Collect a writing sample
and compare to provincial
exemplars

Create a card for each
student will all their
reading, writing and
learning data.

Decide how you will group
your students

Sort students into groups

MO ON

Crou

FIXED GROUPINGS

To make fixed groupings divide your students in to
4-5 different groups. These groups can be
grouped by ability, skill or need. These longer term
groups can remain constant until you reassess
students.

FLEXIBLE GROUPINGS

Look at the skills your students need from your
diagnostic assessment or other assessments.
Group students based on current need. The
makeup of each group may change weekly,
monthly or as needed.

LARGE CLASSES

If you have a larger class this may make creating
just 4-5 groups difficult. In this case, consider
extending your structured centers to a two week
rotation, using structured centers on a monthly
rotation or using flexible groupings

WWW.IGNITEDLITERACY.COM
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WHAT ARE THEY AND HOW DO THEY:WORK

Respond to Reading

Students will read the assigned text for the week as indicated
inside each weekly package of Ignited Literacy (this is often either
the same as the guided reading text or the shared reading text for
the week)

For this center students will read the text, and respond to the
question provided or use the choice board (when included) to
answer a question of their choice.

Ideally this center will occur 2-3 times per week.

Work on Writing

In this center students will write creatively on a topic of their choice.
Students may use the choice board provided in each weekly lesson
to assist them in generating ideas.

Students will explore various forms they are interested in and use an
inquiry approach to experimenting with different forms. Teachers
can also support students through student teacher writing
conferences.

Ideally this center will occur 4-6 times per week.

Spelling and Grammar

Each week students will self select 5-10 words from their own
writing to include on their individual spelling list. These words are
new vocabulary words from books they are reading, subject
areas, and misspelled words from thier own writing. The teacher
can support the creations of these lists by making suggestions.

Students will use the activities to practice these words each week.
Students can complete a spelling test at the end of the week.

Teachers can assess students spelling within their writing to judge
if their spelling skills over time are improving.

The center can occur 1-2 times per week.

Edit and Revise

In this optional rotation, students can work with their peers to share
their writing with others. Students can give feedback to their peers
and share with others their own writing goals.

Ideally this center can occur 1 time per week.

You know your class the best.
Adjust or change the frequency
of each center based on the
individual needs of your
classroom.

© Madly Learning 2021
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WHAT ARE THEY AND HOW DO THEY:WORK

STRUCTURED

This is the most traditional way to run your centers
and what will probably feel most familiar. This is often
a great place to start at the beginning of the year. In
this model you have structured center rotations where
groups of students rotate through the centers
following a weekly schedule.

The teacher meets with groups of students on a
weekly rotation to conduct guided reading activities
and student writing conferences and checkins.

OmX-—-—m

OPEN

In this model students begin to take more control of the
activities that they complete each week and when they do
them. They will choose which centers to complete when and
will begin to determine their own schedule. You may provide
a guide for what they can work on each day but there is still
some flexibility for students to adapt the class schedule to fit
their own individual needs.

The teacher will still have set groups that they meet with but
these will happen outside of the fixed center rotations.
Teachers may use this schedule if they need to meet with
some groups more than weekly and other groups less
frequently.

In this model, students will rotate through a structured
schedule of centers activities each week. Students
will still rotate through the centers as a group but may
not always work in the same area as their peers. This
can be considered loose groupings and are helpful to
keep students independent but following a set
schedule for their centers. Each student is
responsible for ensuring they are working on the
assigned activity each day.

The teacher will have flexible groupings for guided
reading. These will be outside and separate from the
groups used for centers. These groupings may
change week to week depending on student need.

mrW-—Xmrm

In this model both the teacher and the student have a lot of
autonomy to decide what they are working on and when.

Centers activities in this format function more like a weekly to-
do list instead of centers rotations.

Students and teachers determine when they need to meet for
writing conferences and guided reading sessions based on
personal goals and needs determined by individual student
goals.

Students and teachers in this model work together to decide
what needs to happen together based on identified need and
selected individual goals. This open learning model is
extremely flexible and is great for independent students.

© Madly Learning 2021
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STRUCTURE CENTERS - FIXED GROUPINGS

Students complete two centers

day. Each day h if
DAILY SCHEDULE ‘QW é\&cjom\/gwwﬁﬁ Wworkshop fo engage students in

V‘OW daily writing. Other cards can
be adjusted dedt
Indev|\o/§:1kd ent Independent Reading o OQ@_ \ prgv?déur;n%ggalzgg Tireﬂe gs
Teacher Teacher Directed Time
Directed TDT #1
CON ERENCE
Center 1 FOLLOW FIXED ROTATION R -I- N
Student SCHEDULE 20,
Center 1 FOLLOW FIXED ROTATION
Teacher SCHEDULE
Teacher Teacher Directed Time
Directed TDT #2

Center 2 FOLLOW FIXED ROTATION
Student SCHEDULE

Center 2 FOLLOW FIXED ROTATION \)\6@ @o@x?t\pv\mz M

Teacher SCHEDULE

Learning 2021

Consolidation Whole Group Add it in your writers >
workshop for group members to share =
their writing with a peer for feedback g
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STRUCTURE CENTERS - FLEXIBLE GROUPINGS

Students complete two

centers per day. Each day
DAILY SCHEDULE Qm& Mr/gw has a writers workshop to
SZE ot engage students in daily

Bell Work Independent Reading % writing. Other cards can be
oQ,O\AW" adjusted as needed fo
Teacher Teacher Directed Time provide mnoregréess fime as
Directed TDT #1 eeded.
Center 1 FOLLOW FIXED ROTATION
Student SCHEDULE
Pull One of Your Five Guided
Ql_entir 1 Reading Groups Based on Student
eacner Need.
Teacher Teacher Directed Time
Directed TDT #2
Center 2 FOLLOW FIXED ROTATION
Student SCHEDULE —
Center 2 Follow a calendar that allows 4 A
T h students sign up for a conference :
SeldlEr time as needed. EDIT&REV]SE
Consolidation Whole Group MHUP Mﬁm
Pull students according to need.
JCMM Needy student get more time while
6 Add it in your writers

other students see you less 5"6\1; M
T@MM frequently in a month. Katchup time Mﬁﬁ V‘f/\/l/§0 WOkaQOIO IOF %JFOUD
- is used to make up time as needed V\-Obg Zt(y( membpers 1o snare
TW to finish work missed due to guided Ay A~ Opm their \;V”’”fng é\/gh Ok
reading or conferencing. peer tor reedbac
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OPEN CENTERS -

DAILY SCHEDULE

Bell Work Independent Reading
Teacher Teacher Directed Time
Directed TDT #1
Center 1 Students select what they are
Student working on
Pull One of Your Five Guided
_Cl_entir ! Reading Groups Based on Student
eacher Need.
Teacher Teacher Directed Time
Directed TDT #2
Center 2 Students Select What they are
Student working on
Meet with a group of students to
_Cl_entir 2 conference with them about their
eacnet writing.
Consolidation Whole Group

Teacher creates the groups based
on ability, need, personality , etc.
Pull students according to need.
Needy student get more time while
other students see you less
frequently in a month.

FIXED GROUPINGS

Each day you identify which
group you are working with.
Then students move their
numbered card to one of the
three activities. Students
manage what they work on to
ensure all work
gets done by
the due date

Q1

N

What 1'm

i
X:\Ofn;:’q set by you.
‘ oo Fs Second
('UG Vk/ ('UVT)I\/ n 1 H uy Rotation
TEACHER students will

reselect their
activity for the
second center
activity. The
teacher can
conference
with a new
group or
choose
individual
students to
conference
with.

Consider doing this activity once a
week as a whole group in place of a
center rotation. Students meet with
a peer and share their writing with
the peer to give and gain feedback.
This could serve as an exira
conference time for needier
students
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QOPEN CENTERS = FLEXIBLE GROUPINGS

o oo B,

Bell Work Independent Reading
Teacher Teacher Directed Time
Directed TDT #1
Center 1 Students select what they are
Student working on
Flexible groupings of students.
.Cl_entir L These can change week after week.
Szl Group based on need.
Teacher Teacher Directed Time
Directed TDT #2
Center 2 Students Select What they are
Student working on
Create a calendar for the month
Center 2 and have students sign up for a
Teacher conference time when they will be
finished a piece of writing.
Consolidation Whole Group

Writing skills of students may vary

widely as the year progresses. While

some students dig into writing more
complex texts others may still be on
the beginning of their journey.
Adapt to this with a calendar sign
up for writing conferences.

Weekly let students know the
learning goals you will be
working on. In a collaborative
conversation have students self
asses their skills in these areas to
determine if they need to meet

with you for
T additional
‘dvhgking support. They
on now
§ : E b“

oo ety &

can use
previous
feedback,
marks, or self
reflection to
determine
readiness.
You as the
teacher can
also provide
input as to
who you need
to work with
based on your
own data
collection.

H
ter

Consider doing this activity once a
week as a whole group in place of a
center rotation. Students meet with
a peer and share their writing with
the peer to give and gain feedback.
This could serve as an exira
conference time for needier
students

© Madly Learning 2021
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GUIDED GROUPS AND CONFERENCES

Guided Reading

Guided reading is a small group reading activity between a group
of student and the teacher. The teacher will follow the weekly
lesson plan provided along with the differentiated reading
passages to meet the needs of the student in their class. For
more information on how to run your guided reading session you
can watch this video here.

GUIDED READING
\
EP 190

| Madly L IN

E— EORCAST REPLATI |

EPISODE 126

HOW TO RUN YOUR GUIDED READING
SESSIONS: A DEMONSTRATION FROM
START TO FINISH

Student Teacher Conferences

Student Teacher conferences happen between the teacher and a
student. This is a time for students to share what they are working
on in writing with the teacher.

Prior to the conference the student will submit their writing to the
teacher along with a writing feedback form.

During the writing conference the teacher will work through the
feedback form with the student and review the students strengths
and needs. Together with the student you will pick a new goal for
the student to work on as a writer.

For more information on this please review this video:

STUDENT TEACHER
WRITING
CONFERENCES:
WHY THEY HELP &
WHAT TO COVER!
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